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Northfield News
President’s Message
Northfielders,
With the end of 2022 approaching, I want to pause to
celebrate the many accomplishments of the year and thank
those that helped us get here. As our community has adjusted
to a post-pandemic world, our businesses have come back
stronger than ever, our residents continue to be welcoming
neighbors, and our local government continues to provide an
exceptional level of services.
This year the Village made great progress on the Happ
Road corridor improvement project, began a comprehensive
water infrastructure update program, rolled out an
innovative Community Solar program, began the Skokie
Valley Trail engineering, and continued to partner with our
business community to meet their ever-evolving needs.
These accomplishments were made possible by the hard
work of my fellow Village Trustees Barnaby Dinges, Todd
Fowler, Matt Galin, Tracey Mendrek, Charlie Orth, and Tom
Whittaker, along with the dedicated residents who volunteer
on the Village’s Architectural Commission, Board of Police
Commissioners, Foreign Fire Insurance Fund Board, Plan
and Zoning Commission, Police Pension Board, and Zoning
Board of Appeals (please see page 3 for a listing of Board
and Commission members).

Community Development, Finance and Administration, FireRescue, Police, and Public Works Departments are staffed with
dedicated professionals that continue to provide the high level
of services our residents expect. Like most other employers
throughout the country, the Village has been impacted by the
current labor shortage. If you are interested in working with
the Village, please visit www.northfieldil.org/jobs to view our
open positions.
Lastly, our community would not be the great place it is
without our residents. From Village Board meetings to
Park District summer events, I am always pleased to see
Northfielders being kind and supportive neighbors. It
reminds me that it is the close-knit nature of our community
that makes it so special.
I wish you and your family a happy and healthy holiday season!
Sincerely, Greg Lungmus, Village President

The residents that serve on the Village’s Boards and
Commissions work tirelessly to plan, research, analyze, and
implement programs that improve the quality of life in our
community. Northfield is fortunate to have a culture of strong
volunteerism, and it is one of the things that make our Village
so great. If you are interested in serving on a Village Board or
Commission, please visit www.northfieldil.org/serve.
Another team that ensures the Village runs smoothly and
that our residents are protected is the Village’s staff. Our
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Water Meter Replacement Program Continues to Move Forward
The safety, security, and health of residents are the Village’s top priorities. As part of these goals, the Village is modernizing
essential infrastructure in our community and replacing outdated residential and business water meters (at no cost). The
Village is installing “smart” water meter technology that utilizes a remote wireless meter reading process that has been
proven to provide superior customer service, reduced operation costs, and greater data accuracy.
The Village’s water meter replacement program
is necessary because our existing water meters
have degraded and are past their usefulness.
The new water meters will deliver accurate, realtime water readings for customers and help us
to monitor our water resources Village-wide.
If you receive a letter from the Village requesting
that you schedule a water meter replacement
appointment, be sure to make your appointment!
Appointments are typically completed within 30
minutes and your water service will be turned off
during the appointment. An adult who is 18 years
of age or older must be present. Most water
meters are located inside homes or businesses,
and the installer will require access to the meter’s
location.
Water and Cost Savings
The new “smart” meter system
will eliminate the cost of staff
hours needed for meter readings,
reduce the Village’s carbon footprint by eliminating the need for the “drive-by” meter readings, and help us
comply with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ requirements to detect water leaks and minimize
water loss in our system.
United Meters Inc. Installers Canvassing in Neighborhoods
If you have not scheduled your water meter replacement after
receiving your notification letter, a United Meters Inc. installer
may come to your door to ask if you are available for a water
meter replacement. All installers will be carrying a Villageissued ID badge and be traveling in a marked United Meters
Inc. vehicle. If no one is home or the resident is unavailable, the
installer will leave a door hanger with more information about
making an appointment.
Contact Information
The Village appreciates your cooperation in making this vital project a success. Please contact Public Works
with questions or concerns at (847) 441-3810 or visit www.northfieldil.org/watermeters for more information.
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Leaf Season

Free Safety Seat Check

Autumn is here, and so are the leaves! Shredding leaves with a
mulching mower and leaving them on your lawn to decompose
is the most environmentally friendly option for disposal. This
will enhance your soil with valuable nutrients and act as a
natural weed control agent. Please do not rake or blow leaves
into the street, as this can create safety issues and clog storm
drains and pipes.

Did you know the Police Department offers free child safety
seat installations for Northfield residents? The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that up to
46% of safety seats are improperly used or installed, which
can lead to serious
injury
in
an
accident. Call the
Police Department
at (847)446-2131
to schedule an
appointment with
a certified safety
seat installer, and
they can walk
you through the
proper installation
techniques. Safety
seat checks are $50
for non-Northfield
residents.

Thanks to our Board and Commission Members!
On behalf of all Northfield residents, we extend our appreciation
to the following residents for their service to the community:

Holiday Waste Collection Schedule
Refuse and recycling collection will be delayed by one day
during the weeks of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s
Day. The last day for yard waste and compost collection will
be December 5.

New 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
This July, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline was transitioned
into the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. 988 is more than just an easyto-remember number- it is a direct connection to compassionate,
accessible care and support for anyone experiencing mental
health-related distress, including family, friends, and/or caregivers.
If you or someone
you know is having
thoughts of suicide or
experiencing a mental
health or substance use
crisis, call 9-8-8 to be
connected to free, 24/7
confidential support from
specialized
Certified
Crisis Workers trained
in suicide prevention,
de-escalation
and
stabilization, as well as
other resources.
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Did you Know? It is against the Village Code to park on
any Village street or in any Village parking lot between
2:00 AM and 6:00 AM. Violators can be cited.
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Featured Artists:
Meadowlake Collective
This
November
and
December,
the
Village
Hall Art Gallery will feature
art created by three
Meadowlake
residents:
Thomas Anderson, Sherri
Lewis, and Olga Stokes.
Their work consists of over
35 acrylic, charcoal, oil, and
pastel pieces.

The Police Department was recently awarded Gold Status for
Excellence in Policy and Training Management by Lexipol.
This important achievement recognizes that the Department
maintains current policies and training, which is a difficult task
in the ever-changing field of law enforcement. Please join us in
congratulating the Police Department!

Get to Know a Northfielder

Thomas
Anderson,
a
designer and builder by
trade, works with charcoals
and oil paints. He has
always been interested in creative art and attended art
school for a time. He also builds models of sailing ships and
miniature libraries in cigar boxes and violin cases.
Sherri Lewis’s first love is music and she has spent most
of her life writing music and lyrics, arranging choral music,
directing choirs, and directing music for theater productions.
She grew up drawing and using watercolors and returned to
the canvas eight years ago with soft pastels, oil pastels, and
oil paints. She loves the creative process of creating both
music and art.
Olga Stokes grew up loving art and returned to it after
retiring from a successful career in banking and wealth
management. She has attended New Trier Extension
and North Shore Art League classes, which guided her
renaissance into the world of acrylic painting. She is thrilled
to have awakened her long-dormant interest in art.
Please join us on December 6 for a gallery opening
celebrating their work from 5:00-7:00 PM at Village Hall.
You can also view the exhibit any time Village Hall is open,
Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM- 4:30 PM from
November 1-December 30.
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Police Department Receives Award

Matt Aniolowski grew up
on the northwest side of
Chicago and went to the
University of Illinois at
Chicago to study business.
He discovered a love for law
enforcement after taking
an elective Criminal Justice
class, which led him to pivot
his career path.
At age 20, Matt began as
an Auxiliary Officer with the
Village of Niles, where he
directed traffic and conducted security details. After two
years with Niles, he became a Police Officer for the Village
of Northfield. Following 13 years of excellent service, he was
promoted to Corporal in 2021.
Matt says his favorite part of his job is the positive interactions
with the public. He also enjoys doing safety presentations
at schools in his role as Officer Friendly. Matt is a certified
School Resource Officer, Elderly Service Officer, Evidence
Technician, Field Training Officer, Baton Instructor, and
Autism Interaction Instructor.
He lives in the northern suburbs with his wife Regina, daughter
Abbie, Pug Clementine, and Boxer Madison. In his free time,
he enjoys golfing, playing basketball, and spending time with
his family.
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North Happ Road
On-Street Parking
Parking is not allowed on the west side of North Happ Road.
Parking is limited to the east side of the road, with a permit
only. Permits can be obtained by calling the Police Department
at (847) 446-2131.

Toys for Tots
Kickstart the holiday season by donating to Toys for Tots!
Please bring unwrapped toys to the Fire-Rescue Facility (1800
Winnetka Avenue) or Village Hall (361 Happ Road) Monday
through Friday from 8:00 AM-4:00 PM November 15 through
December 15. Toys for Tots helps less fortunate children in
our community experience the joy of the holidays. Thank you
for your generosity!

Village Board Meeting
Schedule for 2023
Village Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of
the month, with the exception of the December meeting,
in the Village Hall Board Room on the first floor. Village
Board meetings commence immediately following the
adjournment of the Committee of the Whole meetings, but
not prior to 6:30 PM.
January 17
February 21
March 21
April 18

May 16
June 20
July 18
August 15

September 19
October 17
December 5

Help us Clear the Hydrants!
This winter, please help the
Fire-Rescue Department by
clearing three feet of snow
around fire hydrants in your
neighborhood and a path
to the street in case they are
needed for firefighting efforts!

Snow and Ice are on the Way!
Snow and Ice Control Plan
The Public Works Department uses a Snow and Ice Control
Plan to ensure that roads and critical sidewalks remain passable
during winter’s unpredictable weather. The Plan includes one
salting and eight plowing routes. Public Works crews begin
plowing when snowfall reaches two inches of accumulation
and attempt to remove snow during slow traffic hours.
If the forecast indicates long periods of snow and large
amounts of accumulation, crews plow in intervals to prevent
accumulation. After routes are plowed, all major Village
streets, intersections, and slippery spots are salted.
Sidewalks in the central business district and along school
routes are also cleared as part of the Plan. Northfield crews
only clear Village streets, and residents on private streets are
responsible for contracting independently for snow removal.
The Village is always looking for ways to improve services
and reduce our impact on the environment. Public Works
proactively pretreats roads with a salt brine and beet juice
mixture before snow and ice events to increase the effective
temperature range of the salt, ensure less is applied, and
reduce the amount scattered off the roadway. Public Works
has also focused on improving the efficiency of the mechanical
removal of snow and ice prior to salt treatment to reduce the
amount of salt needed. With these innovative methods, we
can assure more efficient salt usage and less impact on the
environment, while maintaining a high level of public safety.
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Snow Removal Responsibilities
The Village is only responsible for plowing local streets. If you
have a concern regarding snow plowing on any of these streets,
contact the Public Works Department at (847) 441-3810.
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) maintained roads
include Willow, Waukegan, the Eden’s Expressway, and Hibbard
(Willow to Illinois). IDOT can be reached at (847) 705-4227.
Contact the Cook County Highway Department at (847) 8271164 for snow plowing concerns regarding Sunset Ridge,
Wagner (south of Willow), Winnetka, West Frontage, East
Frontage, Happ (Willow to Illinois), Orchard (West Frontage to
South Happ and East Frontage to Linder), and Linder (north of
Orchard).
Snow Parking Restrictions
To allow for safe and effective
snow plowing during a snowfall
of three or more inches, vehicles
cannot be parked along any
roadway or in a Village parking
lot. Vehicles that are not moved
will be towed at the owner’s
expense.
This winter, please be a good neighbor by shoveling and
de-icing your sidewalks. Your neighbors thank you!
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Ask a Snow Plow Operator
t LUKE
What could Northfielders do to help you do your job?
It would be helpful if residents brought in their garbage cans as soon as possible- it’s hard to
navigate around them without knocking them over. It’s also important that when they shovel or
snow-blow to not direct it into the street.

ERIC u
What do you wish Northfielders knew about what you do?
The road is nasty in front of me and nice and clear behind me. Cars
seem to stay right behind me and I’m always worried they’re going
to try and pass. It’s never a safe idea to pass a plow.
t BILL
What’s the best thing about your job?
The work we do is important. We clear roads for motor vehicles and emergency
vehicles during heavy storms. It’s about safety – public safety.

BRENDAN u
What’s the hardest part of your job?
When plowing snow, we have to deal with multiple weather conditions, like
freezing rain. 80% of our storms come in as rain first, then change over to ice
and then snow. The ice on the plows, windshields, and hydraulic cylinders means
slower reaction times on the plow.
t TED
What do you wish the Northfielders knew about your job?
Our equipment is 60,000 pounds of iron and I have to constantly watch for cars trying to pass me
so I don’t hit anyone. I think it’s a lot harder to drive this heavy machinery than people think. We
don’t have the reaction times that a small car does, and we have limited visibility. We really need
people to give us plenty of room to do our jobs so that we can all be safe.

ANDREW u
What could Northfielders do to help you do your job?
When we have a snowfall of three or more inches, it’s very
important that vehicles aren’t parked in any Village parking lot or
along any roadway so we can clear the road completely.
t MATT
What’s one of your biggest challenges on the job?
The most difficult part of my job is not knowing when I’ll be called
in to plow and the long hours during a snow event. We work in 12-hour shifts and
we’re always on call during the winter months.

BRANDON u
What’s the most rewarding part of your job?
I think the most rewarding part of my job is making sure everybody gets to where
they’re going safely. That’s our biggest goal – my biggest goal. I know my family
travels on these roads and I want them to get there safe, so I view everyone else
like my family too.

The Village thanks our Snow Plow Operators for everything they do for our community!
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Sidewalk Improvements
As part of the Village’s annual Sidewalk Replacement Program,
we survey the community for hazardous public sidewalks and
curbs that need repair or replacement. This fall, 2,200 square
feet of new sidewalk was laid to ensure safe and walkable
routes for pedestrians.

Sewer Root Control
Did you know that the Village conducts regular sanitary sewer
maintenance to manage tree root growth? Roots are attracted
to water vapor that escapes through tiny cracks or loose joints
in sewer pipes, causing roots to move towards and penetrate
these small openings. Once roots enter the pipe, they feed off
the water and begin to grow inside the pipe. This continues
throughout the winter, even when trees appear to be dormant.
The Village regularly treats sanitary sewer lines for roots to
prevent blockages and the damage they cause. This year,
roughly 4,000 linear feet of pipes were treated.
Fire Hydrant Flushing
As part of the Village’s annual fire hydrant and water main
maintenance program, Public Works Department staff has
continued to flush fire hydrants to remove accumulated sediment
and improve water flow. Hydrant flushing will be done during
the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM and can cause discoloration
of water. If you experience
water discoloration, run
your cold water until it runs
clear. Please call (847) 4413810 with questions or for
additional information.

Village Board Actions
• Approved a Service Resolution honoring Tev Bond for
her 7 years of service on the Architectural Commission.
• Approved a resolution authorizing the Village President
to execute a Local Assurance Document and submit an
application for grant funds from the Illinois Transportation
Enhancement Program for the Happ Road Project.
• Approved an ordinance and Plat of Vacation to vacate the
Village right of way adjacent to 2311 and 2301 Dorina Drive.
• Approved Intergovernmental Agreements with Glenview
and Skokie regarding Phase II Engineering expenses for
the Skokie Valley Trail.
• Approved the purchase of a custom dais and furniture
from Arthur P. O’Hara Inc., in the amount of $117,494.16
and approved the purchase of audiovisual equipment
from Frequency Audio Visual, in the amount of
$51,054.19 for the Council Chamber Renovation Project
• Approved the Village Board Meeting Schedule for 2023.
• Approved an ordinance amending the FY2022/23
Village Budget by $140,630 to provide an additional
$250,000 contribution to the Police Pension Fund.
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• Approved an ordinance amending the FY2021/22
budget in the amount of $177,046 for changes in the
General Fund, Police Pension Fund, and 2017 and 2019
Bond Funds.
• Approved a Truth in Taxation Resolution for the 2022
Tax Levy.
• Approved a temporary use request for a mobile MRI
trailer at the Blue Pearl Emergency Animal Clinic located
at 820 Frontage Road.
• For the 2022 Pavement Program, awarded a contract
to Schroeder Asphalt Services, Inc. in the amount of
$66,786, plus a 10% ($6,700) contingency for pavement
patching, crack routing/filling, and pavement striping;
and approved a Fuel Tax (MFT)
resolution with IDOT for the
maintenance of streets and
highways in the amount of
$73,486.
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Pumpkin Composting
Did you know that pumpkins are a fruit and are made of 90%
water? When your pumpkin’s life on your front porch is over,
don’t throw it in the garbage! Pumpkins (and other organic
material like food scraps and yard waste) thrown in your garbage
are sent to a landfill, where it decomposes without oxygen and
produces methane gas-a greenhouse gas that is 25 times more
potent than carbon dioxide!
Go Green Northfield, the Northfield Park District, and the Village
are partnering to compost those pumpkins instead! Pumpkins
are full of nutrients that make great compost for the garden.
Drop your pumpkin off in the dumpster located in the parking lot
of the Community Center (401 Wagner Road) November 1-15.
Painted pumpkins will be accepted, but make sure to remove
any non-organic decorations, such as candles and googly eyes!
Recycle Your Live Holiday Trees and Wreaths
Waste Management will pick up live trees and wreaths at your
curb during the first two weeks of January. Trees must not be
bagged and cannot be decorated or taller than six feet. Trees
that are recycled will go to a composting facility, where they
will produce a useful end product. Trees collected by Waste
Management after the second week of January will be treated as
trash and sent to a landfill.

Repurpose your Lawn and Election Signs with
Go Green Northfield!
Most campaign and decorative lawn signs are made from
corrugated cardboard coated with plastic, which makes
them very challenging to dispose of in an environmentally
responsible way. They cannot be recycled because the materials
cannot be separated, which means they end up in landfills or
waste incinerators, releasing toxic chemicals into our air and
waterways. Every election cycle, thousands of yard signs are
discarded in our area alone.
With help from their friends at Chicago Logistic Service, Go
Green Northfield is collecting lawn signs and their metal stakes
for repurposing as tech equipment packaging and solar light
boxes for disadvantaged communities around the world!
Dispose of your signs in marked containers at the Northfield
Community Center (401 Wagner Road) or Village Hall (361
Happ Road) from November 8 through 18. Let’s work together
to keep yard signs out of our landfills!

This Holiday Season, Help the
Environment by Shopping Locally!
Northfield businesses make it easy
for you to shop for locally sourced
ingredients for holiday entertaining
and sustainable holiday gifts. Locally
owned businesses tend to make more
local purchases, which means less
transportation, lower energy and fuel costs, and less excessive
packaging. You can further reduce the environmental impact by
bringing your own shopping bag!
When you stop into one of Northfield’s many small businesses,
the money you spend retains jobs and keeps your tax dollars
in your community and working for you, your family, and your
neighbors. Northfield’s many small businesses contribute to
the positive character of the community, making the Village
a great place to live, work, learn, and play. Shop local this
holiday season and reap benefits far beyond the gifts and
goods you’re buying!
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Stormy’s Tavern and Grille
Stormy’s Tavern and Grille is
thrilled to welcome everyone
this holiday season! They had
a busy summer thanks to their
customers, staff, and active
partnership

with

Northfield

Park District. As always, they
were present at the Northfield
State Fair and continue to be
excellent community partners.
Stormy’s has been committed to providing great food and
drinks in a family-friendly environment since 2011. They are
known for their daily specials including BBQ ribs for football
Sundays. They also offer catering for any size event for your
business, family, sports team, or special event.
Stop by for lunch, dinner, or a drink seven days a week at
1735 Orchard Lane. Call (847)441-8290 to order carryout,
order online at www.stormystavern.com, or order delivery
via DoorDash, Uber Eats, or Grubhub.

Small Business Saturday
Don’t forget to join your neighbors and friends in supporting
your local Northfield businesses on Saturday, November 26!
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Northfield Holiday Fest
Wednesday, November 30
5:30-7:00PM
Clarkson Park

Park
Lighting
with Santa

Music
Middlefork School
3rd Grade Singers

Stormy's Tavern & Grille

Crafts

S'mores

Photos

with Santa
or at the selfie-station
special thanks

northfieldparks.org
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Community News
Letters to Santa
Write to Santa Claus! Santa will be accepting letters from
November 14 until 4:00 PM on December 16. He will write
back and let children know that he received their requests.
Please make sure your return address is printed clearly.
Santa will be very busy and will not be able to answer any
letters received after December 16. Drop your letters in
Santa’s mailbox in the lobby of the Northfield Community
Center and they will forward them to Santa, or send them to:
Santa
c/o Northfield Park District
401 Wagner Road
Northfield, IL 60093
Clarkson Park Outdoor Ice Rink
The outdoor ice rink in front of Clarkson Lodge will be open
from mid-December through February, weather-permitting.
Look for the flag outside Clarkson Lodge to confirm whether
the rink is open: green for open and red for closed. Also,
check the Park District website, www.northfieldparks.org or
Facebook page for the ice rink status.

Red Invitation Sale
You’ll find something for everyone at the WinnetkaNorthfield-Glencoe Chamber of Commerce Red Invitation
Event on December 4! This highly anticipated tradition
for Northfield retailers offers customers special extras and
discounts. Shoppers will find clothing, household goods,
gifts, and much more! You will find the perfect unique gift
for that special someone while enjoying the outstanding
service and convenience shopping small allows. Be sure to
treat yourself by stopping at a participating restaurant for a
warm beverage or glass of wine, then eat-in or carry-out a
delicious meal- a gift to yourself after a busy shopping day!

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
November

2
7
9
14
24
25

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Foreign Fire Insurance Fund Board
Architectural Commission Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED

6
6
7
12
23
26

Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED

December

www.facebook.com/northfieldil

CANCELLED
7:00 PM
5:00 PM
CANCELLED

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield
361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131

5:30 PM
6:30 PM*
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

* The Village Board meeting will commence immediately following the
Committee of the Whole meeting, but no earlier than 6:30 PM
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Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

President Greg Lungmus
Trustee Barnaby Dinges
Trustee Tracey Mendrek
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee Matt Galin
Trustee Tom Whittaker
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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