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Northfield News
President’s Message
I am excited to report that all of our normal 4th of July, Music
and Market, and summer programs are returning this year!
For my family and me, one of our most coveted traditions has
always been the Northfield 4th of July Bike Parade. That special
tradition dates back to the 1960s, when Jim Clarkson and a
dedicated group of residents (including my mom and dad),
organized the first patriotic bike parade and picnic at Centennial
Park. In the 70 years since, that simple tradition has grown into
an incredible array of fun-filled activities. I hope you will be able
to join me and your neighbors at Willow Park on Monday, July
4th to participate in this year’s exciting lineup of activities.
9:45 AM – Bike and Wagon Parade Lineup and Route
(All residents are welcome.)
The parade lineup will be in two locations. The north parade
group will assemble at Old Willow Road and Somerset Lane
and ride east on Old Willow and then south on Wagner Road to
the Community Center at Willow Park. The south parade group
will meet at the North Shore Senior Center parking lot facing
Winnetka Road and ride west on Riverside Drive and then go
north on Avon, west on Bosworth, and north on Wagner Road
to the Community Center at Willow Park. The two groups will
converge at the Community Center at Willow Park. Police will
be at the Willow Road crossing to assist participants.
10:00 AM – Bike and Wagon Parade Begins
The parade starts at 10:00 am for both groups and ends at the
Community Center Bikes and wagons should park inside the
pee wee baseball field – watch for the signs.
10:30 AM – Judging of the Bike, Wagon, and Stroller
Decorating Contest
Have fun decorating your bikes, wagons, and strollers! Awards
will be given for Best Overall, Most Creative, and Best Retro.
All bikes, wagons, and strollers to be judged must have the
owner’s name boldly displayed on them.
10:30 AM – Concession Stands Open
Hofherr Meat Co. will be grilling burgers, polish sausage, hot
dogs, veggie dogs, and portobello “burgers”. Enjoy cotton
candy, popcorn, Kona Ice-with a percentage of sales being
donated to the Northfield Parks Foundation, and the beer tent.
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10:30 AM-1:00 PM – Amusements
Enjoy the following: Bounce houses, bungee challenge, giant
slide, Euro Bungy, balloonist, airbrush tattoos, and sand art.
11:00 AM – Running Races for All Ages (Children and Adults)
Events include a family relay, wheelbarrow races, and an egg
toss contest.
There will be complimentary blood pressure checks provided by
the Northfield Fire-Rescue Department throughout the event.
The 4th of July celebration is brought to you by the Northfield
Park District with the support of the Village of Northfield and
the following generous sponsorships: Northview Bank &
Trust, Nels Johnson Tree Experts/SavATree, Stormy’s Tavern &
Grille, and Hofherr Meat Co.
Bike Parade Sponsor: Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.
Event Sponsors: Happ Inn/Taco
Nano, Raynor Door Company,
The Shops at Northfield Village
Square, Stepan, Sunset Ridge
Country Club, and Willow Festival
Shopping Center.
Have a wonderful 4th of July and a
great summer!
Sincerely,
Greg Lungmus
Village President
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Improving Our Village with New “Smart” Water Meters
The safety, security, and health of residents are the Village’s top priorities. As part of these goals, this summer the Village of
Northfield is modernizing essential infrastructure in our community and replacing all residential and business water meters
(at no cost). These new meters will help the Village manage our critical water system infrastructure more effectively and
deliver improved customer service.
The Village’s water meter replacement program is necessary because our existing water meters have degraded and are
past their usefulness. The new water meters will deliver accurate, real-time water readings for customers and help us to
monitor our water resources village-wide.
This summer you will receive a letter from the Village requesting that you schedule a water meter replacement appointment
with the project subcontractor, United Meters Inc. These improvements are critical to our water
utility system, and residents’ cooperation and participation are necessary and appreciated. There
are no out-of-pocket costs to water customers for the water meter replacement.
The Village greatly appreciates your cooperation and our staff is available to answer questions
that you may have about the process.

“Smart” Technology

The Village will be installing “smart” water
meter technology that utilizes a remote wireless
meter reading process through the Sensus
water meter product line. Sensus is a leader
in this industry and is known for its reliability,
accuracy, and longevity. This technology is
widely used on the North Shore and has been
proven to provide superior customer service,
reduced operation costs, and greater data
accuracy.
The installation of new “smart” water meters will
also improve the water customer experience by
giving customers greater access to their water
usage, allowing them to monitor high usage,
more quickly detect water leaks, and establish
water conservation programs.
The new “smart” meter reading system,
Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI), is an
automatic process that collects readings
multiple times a day as well as on-demand.
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Water and Cost Savings

The new “smart” meter system will eliminate the cost of staff hours needed for meter readings, reduce the
Village’s carbon footprint by eliminating the need for the “drive-by” meter readings, and help us comply with
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ requirements to detect water leaks and minimize water loss in
our system.

Schedule Your Meter Replacement Appointment

This summer you will receive a letter to call United Meters Inc. to schedule your appointment. Generally,
appointments are completed within 30 minutes and your water service will be turned off during the
appointment. An adult who is 18 years of age or older must be present. Most water meters are located inside
homes or businesses, and the installer will require access to the meter’s location.

United Meters Inc. Installers Canvassing in Neighborhoods
If you have not scheduled your water meter
replacement after receiving your notification letter,
a United Meters Inc. installer may come to your
door to ask if you are available for a water meter
replacement. All installers will be carrying a Villageissued ID badge and be traveling in a marked United
Meters Inc. vehicle. If no one is home or the resident
is unavailable, the installer will leave a door hanger
with more information about making an appointment.

Safety Precautions

All United Meters Inc. installers will undergo a background check from the Village. Installers will wear face
masks and socially distance as much as possible.

Contact Information

The Village appreciates your cooperation in making this vital project a success. Please contact Public Works
with questions or concerns at 847-441-3810.
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Fireworks are Illegal in Northfield
As the 4th of July approaches, please remember that
fireworks are dangerous and illegal in Northfield. Section 15-2
of the Village Code states that in accordance
with the Illinois Fireworks Act, it is unlawful
for any individual or group to explode
any fireworks or flame effects. The
Police Department will be proactive in
addressing fireworks complaints. Please
be considerate of your neighbors!

Summer Vehicle Burglary Alert
Studies continue to show that as outdoor temperatures
increase, the number of burglaries to homes and vehicles also
increases - by as much as 12%. Vehicle burglary can often be
prevented by taking simple
steps including locking car
doors and keeping valuables
out of view. Auto burglars
have become bolder and are
now not only taking valuables
from unlocked cars, but are
using garage door openers to
enter and burglarize garages
or vehicles inside. For the
safety of your family and
neighborhood, please always
lock your vehicles!

Mini-Bikes
Did you know that it is not legal to ride mini-bikes, also referred
to as pocket bikes or mini-motorcycles, on state, county, or local
roadways? Mini-bikes are electric or gas-powered motorized
bikes about two feet tall that can reach speeds up to 50 MPH.
They are more dangerous than traditional motorcycles because
their lower height makes them difficult for other drivers to spot.

Featured Artist: Howard Sandroff
This July and August, the Village
Hall Art Gallery will feature
art
by
Northfield
resident
Howard Sandroff. Howard is an
accomplished composer, sound
artist, and sculptor. After a 45year career as an internationally
recognized composer of chamber,
orchestral,
and
computergenerated music, Howard turned
his gifts to sculpting in welded steel
in the early 2000s.
Please join us on July
19 for a gallery opening
celebrating his work from
5:00-7:00 PM at Village
Hall. You can also view the
exhibit any time Village
Hall is open, Monday
through Friday from 8:00
AM - 4:30 PM from July 1 - August 31.

Have you Received your Vehicle Sticker?
Vehicle stickers are due July 1, 2022. Get your 2022-2023
Vehicle Stickers online! Applications with a renewal PIN were
mailed in May to Northfielders who have existing stickers.
Visitwww.northfieldil.org/vehiclestickers if you did not receive
your renewal PIN or for more information.

Keep Your House Number Visible
Can you see your house number from the street and while
driving by? The more easily Police and Fire personnel can
find your home, the more quickly they can help you in an
emergency. Be sure your house number is contrasting or
reflective, at least four inches high, visible from the roadway
at multiple angles, and visible at night.

Serve on a Board or Commission
The volunteer spirit of Northfield is part of what makes our Village
so great. The volunteers that serve on Boards and Commissions
contribute their time to planning, researching, and analyzing
issues affecting the quality of life in the Village. The Village
President and members of the Village Board are elected; however,
the Architectural Commission, Board of Police Commissioners,
Plan and Zoning Commission, Police Pension Board, and Zoning
Board of Appeals consist of volunteers appointed by the President
and approved by the Board of Trustees. Although acceptance of
an appointment to a Commission requires commitment on your
part, you will find it rewarding to become an integral part of your
local government. For more information and to apply to serve,
visit www.northfieldil.org/serve.
Page 4

361 Happ Road • Northfield, IL 60093 • 847.446.9200 • www.northfieldIL.org

Volume 33 • Issue 4 • July/August 2022

What is Ruse Burglary?

Get to Know a Northfielder

The Northfield Police Department reminds you to NEVER
let anyone inside of your home without checking their
identification, and ALWAYS call 911 if you are concerned.

Max Hackmann is originally from Farmington, a small town in
central Illinois. He attended the University of Iowa where he
studied International Relations and received his Bachelor’s
degree in 2015. After college he spent 3 years teaching
English in Vietnam and traveling around Asia.
In 2019, he moved to Chicago and began working at
Evanston-based National Geographic Expeditions. After
working through the pandemic, he decided to leave the
travel industry and attend graduate school. He began his
Master of Urban Planning and Policy program at UIC in 2021.
He began his tenure as Community Development Intern
in May. He assists the planning technician and community
development department in code compliance, issuing
permits, and enforcing maintenance regulations. He
particularly enjoys site inspections and interactions with
community members.
Max lives in the Bucktown neighborhood in Chicago with his
girlfriend Carly and their dog, Coconut. He loves riding his
bike and trying new restaurants, but travel is still his passion
– he can’t wait for his upcoming trip to Portugal in August.

Summer is Here!
The warm weather of summer brings more people outside, and
it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our neighborhoods safe
and clean. Please be a good neighbor by remembering to:
• Trim back bushes, shrubs, and trees so they do not cover
sidewalks and impede pedestrians and cyclists.
• Regularly mow your lawn and parkway. Per Village Code,
weeds and grass cannot grow taller than eight inches.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. Excess chemicals
applied to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams.
• When driving, keep an eye out for pedestrians. Be prepared
to stop when turning or entering a crosswalk.
• Keep in mind that the speed limit on residential streets in
Northfield is 20 MPH. The greater the speed, the longer
it takes for a vehicle to stop, which puts pedestrians at a
greater risk!
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Does the Village have your
Association Contact Information?
Does your neighborhood or development have a Homeowner’s
Association, or do you live in a multi-family complex that
has a Property Management Company or Association? The
Village must have updated contact information in order to
communicate when work is being done on roads, utilities, or
in case of emergencies that affect your group. Having current
contact information saves time and keeps you informed.
Email your information to cstanke@northfieldil.org or call
847-784-3551.
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June 15-Aug 10 2022

WednesDays
WednesDays
Kids Entertainment

CONCERT

Market & Food & Drink

5:30 - 6:15

6:30 - 8:30

5:30 - 8:30

June 15

aaron dorfman music 5:30PM

FUNK AND ROCK

COUNTRY AND SOUTHERN-FRIED ROCK

chicken bone 6:30PM

Stormy’s tavern & Grille

ginger road 6:30PM
Grateful bites

JuNE 22

July 27

chris fascione storytelling, mime &
juggling 5:30PM

miss jamie’s farm music 5:30PM

LATIN AMERICANA

hofherr meat co.

radio free honduras 6:30PM
Taco Nano

king saturdAy 6:30PM
CLASSIC ROCK

June 29

August 3

jeanie B! music 5:30PM

Nanny Nikki music 5:30PM

antler chandeleir 6:30PM
ROCK AND POP

Northshore Pizza

July 13
Istvan & his Imaginary Band 5:30PM

outta the loop 6:30PM

R &B AND CLASSIC ROCK

Stormy's tavern & Grille
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July 20

ben tatar & the tatar tots 5:30PM

Rob Dicke’s Portraits in Jazz 6:30PM
BEBOP AND JAZZ FUSHION

Northshore Pizza Co.

August 10
twisticity 5:30PM

the mosquitos jam band 6:30PM
CLASSIC ROCK

Taco Nano
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Street Patching
Several Village streets have been reconstructed in the past
few years, but it is imperative to properly maintain them
in order to extend their useful life. This year, a number of
older streets will have their pavement milled and patched.
During patching, there will be times when traffic is impacted
and motorists are encouraged to use alternate routes and
plan accordingly. Residents in affected areas will be notified
before construction begins.
Sidewalk Improvements
As part of the annual Sidewalk Replacement Program, the
Village surveys the community for hazardous public sidewalks
and curbs that are in need of repair or replacement. This
summer, 2,500 square feet of new sidewalk will be replaced to
ensure safe and walkable routes for pedestrians. If you would
like the sidewalk in front of your home replaced but it does
not meet the Village’s
requirements for repair,
the Village will replace it
with a 50% cost-sharing
agreement.
Contact
ejordan@northfieldil.org
for more information.

Seasonal Maintenance
Public Works has been actively keeping our community
looking great! They have been busy putting up flags in the
Village Center, watering
parkway trees, cutting
grass, trimming trees and
bushes, and cleaning
sidewalks around town.

Pedestrian Bridge Maintenance
Public Works performed repairs on the pedestrian bridge
over the North Branch of the Chicago River that connects
Bosworth Lane to Northfield Road. They replaced damaged
boards and railings to ensure the bridge is safe to use.

Village Board Actions
The Village Board of Trustees met on May 17 and June 21
and took the following actions:
• Approved an Intergovernmental Agreement with the
Village of Glencoe for the shared ownership of two water
meter towers.
• Approved the amended rules for the Board of Police
Commissioners.
• Approved an ordinance amending Chapter 15 of the
Village Code by adding a new Section 19.1 “Disorderly
Conduct.”
• Approved the landscape, signage, lighting, and façade
elements for the Bloc Dispensary at 161 Waukegan Road
and that the final landscape plan would be submitted
to the Architectural Commission for their final approval,
without having to come back to the Village Board.
• Approved an amendment to Special Use Ordinances to
allow seasonal outdoor seating for the Happ Inn Bar & Grill
located at 305 Happ Road.
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• Approved an amendment to Special Use Ordinances
to allow seasonal outdoor seating for the Taco Nano
Restaurant located at 1743 Orchard Lane.
• Approved an amendment to Special Use Ordinances to
allow seasonal outdoor seating for Stormy’s Tavern and
Grille located at 1735 Orchard Lane.
• Approved a Special Use ordinance for a garage and a side
yard setback variation at 1386 Winnetka Road.
• Approved a bid award to MYS, Inc. of Palos Heights, IL
for $295,710, plus a 10% ($30,000) contingency, for the
removal of the old and installation of the new Bosworth
Pedestrian Bridge.
• Approved the award of a bridge
fabrication contract to Contech
Engineered Solutions of Lake
Zurich for $152,000.
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Not-So-Fun Facts about
Single-Use Plastic Bags
1. Americans use 100 billion plastic bags a year, which require
12 million barrels of oil to manufacture.
2. Americans use an average of 365 plastic bags per person
per year. In comparison, people in Denmark use an average
of four plastic bags per year.
3. It only takes about 14 plastic bags to equal the gas required
to drive one mile.
4. Over 87% of plastic bags and wraps are never recycled in
the United States, ending up in landfills and the ocean.
5. It takes 1,000 years for a plastic bag to degrade in a
landfill. Unfortunately, the bags don’t break down
completely but instead photo-degrade, becoming
microplastics that absorb toxins and continue to pollute
the environment.
6. It’s estimated that globally, people consume the equivalent
of a credit card of plastic every week.
7. It’s expected that there will be more plastic than fish in our
oceans by 2050.

Ways You Can Help
1. Cut down on your plastic bag use by bringing reusable bags
to do your shopping. Keep them in your car and you won’t
forget them as easily! You can also get reusable produce
bags that are washable and work great.
2. Practice waste prevention first and choose to reuse the plastic
bags you already have whenever possible. Use them to line
your bathroom trash can, pick up after your dog, organize your
suitcase, or even reuse them for future grocery trips. Changing
your habits from “single-use” to “multi-use” makes a difference!
3. Recycle them! While you cannot put plastic bags and wraps
in your regular curbside recycling, you can bring them to a
designated location for recycling. Mariano’s, Jewel, Target,
Heinen’s, and Kohl’s all have receptacles ready to receive
your plastic bags! You can include other clean and dry bags,
like Ziploc, newspaper, bread, produce, retail, dry cleaning,
and cereal bags. You can also include shipping pillow packs
and bubble wrap, plastic shipping envelopes and bubble
mailers, the case wrap that comes around paper towels or
drink packs and other like items, and the plastic film wrap
that comes around retail items.
Help us reduce single-use plastic!

Recycle Your Hazardous Waste
Waste Management’s At Your Door Special Collection provides residents
with a FREE service to remove hazardous and hard-to-recycle items. Waste
Management focuses on environmental sustainability and makes it easy for
residents to dispose of these items by collecting the materials at your door
safely, easily, and responsibly.
The At Your Door Special Collection service is focused on the collection of
home-generated special materials, formerly called “Household Hazardous
Waste.” These materials include automotive products, home cleaners,
garden chemicals, electronics, and paint products.
This program is not your usual household-generated special material program,
because it is focused on recycling as much of the materials collected as
possible. Learn more about the program by visiting www.wmatyourdoor.com.
You can schedule an At Your Door pickup by calling (800) 449-7587.
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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Arbor Day Celebration
On April 29, District 29’s fourth-grade students, teachers,
Village Trustees, and Village and Park District staff gathered at
Clarkson Park to celebrate Arbor Day and recognize the Village’s
recognition as a “Tree City” for 37 consecutive years.
Trustee Fowler read an Arbor Day Proclamation and students
took turns shoveling dirt to cover the roots of the freshly
planted Regal Prince Oak tree. Winners of the Arbor Day
Poetry Contest were announced and winners received
awards and prizes. Congratulations to all the poetry winners
and special thanks to all those who participated!
Winners of the 2022 Arbor Day Poetry Contest are:
1st Place – CeCe Marinello (poem to the right)
2nd Place – Lina Flevaris
3rd Place – Lexi Damon

Leaky Toilets Waste Water (and Money!)
According to the Environmental Protection Agency, a leaky toilet can waste up to 200 gallons of water a day. If you suspect
a leak, an easy way to check is to open the tank, drop some food coloring in, and wait 15-20 minutes. When you return, look
in the toilet bowl, not the tank. If you see colored water, you have a leak.
The most likely toilet leak culprit is an old or worn-out flapper. Flappers are inexpensive rubber parts that can build up
minerals or decay over time. Replacing them can be a quick and easy fix for your water woes. To fix a leaky flapper, bring
your old flapper to the hardware store or consult a plumber. This simple fix will quickly reduce wasteful consumption and
your water bill!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Stephanie Borkan Acupuncture
What comes to mind when you think of healthcare? Do

College of Oriental Medicine). Her education and clinical

you think of all the wonderful practitioners who have made

experiences deepened her aspiration and drive to help

Northfield their home? Our community is incredibly lucky

others, encouraging longevity for her clients and longevity

to have such a wealth of

within her own life and work.

highly trained and skilled
healthcare

As a licensed acupuncturist since 2011, Stephanie strives

practitioners

to meet and elevate her client’s healthcare needs and

who are here to meet

goals by weaving together acupuncture, massage therapy,

your needs and healthcare

moxibustion, gua sha, cupping, nutrition, and lifestyle

goals. Stephanie Borkan
of

Stephanie

modification. Regardless of what brings you into her office,

Borkan

whether it be pain, women’s

Acupuncture is one such

health,

practitioner who is grateful

issues,

immune support, or facial

to work with Northfielders

rejuvenation (just to name a

and those from surrounding

few), Stephanie’s treatments

communities.

are

Stephanie has always had

deeply

relaxing

and

replenishing.

an interest and passion for health and wellness. In 2005
she graduated from the Chicago School of Massage
Therapy. Several years later she embarked on a fouryear master’s program in East Asian medicine from
Pacific College of Health and Science (formerly Pacific
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digestive

Stephanie

Borkan

Acupuncture

is

located

within

the Willow Hill Executive Center at 550 W Frontage
Road. Schedule an appointment at (224) 255-6326 or
www.stephanieborkan.com.
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Community News
Northfield Summer Sidewalk Sale
It is that time of year again for the annual Northfield
Sidewalk Sale. It would not be summer without this twoday event. The sale will be held on Friday, July 15 and
Saturday, July 16 from 10am - 5 pm. The vendors will be
located in the Village of Northfield.

Save the Date for State Fair!
The Northfield State Fair will be held on Saturday,
September 10 from 3:00-10:00 PM at Clarkson Park. This
Northfield tradition includes concerts, a Ribfest contest,
kid’s activities, concessions/beer tent, and a fireworks
show! Find more info at www.northfieldparks.org.

The Sidewalk Sale is presented by The Winnetka-NorthfieldGlencoe Chamber of Commerce. There will be something
for everyone. Local retailers will display a wide range of
unique items. Be a part of our longstanding tradition and
shop local.
Northshore residents can stroll the streets while shopping
for home goods, jewelry, fashion for both men and
women, children’s gifts, and books to name a few at
discounted prices. Included with the retailers will be charity
organizations and other professional services.
Come join us! Come rain or shine!
Any further questions contact Kathryn Healy, Director of
Events, at the WNG Chamber of Commerce by email
wcc@wngchamber.com or by phone at 847-446-4451. Visit
our website for more details at www.wngchamber.com.

Stay Connected with the Village!

www.facebook.com/northfieldil

Calendar of Events
4
5
6
11
19
19

July

VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
canceled
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
canceled
Architectural Commission Meeting
7:00 PM
Committee of the Whole Meeting
5:30 PM
Village Board Meeting
upon adjournment of Committee of the

		

Whole meeting – approximately 7:00 p.m.

August

16
16

Committee of the Whole Meeting
5:30 PM
Village Board Meeting
upon adjournment of Committee of the

17

Police Pension Board
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Whole meeting – approximately 7:00 p.m.

3:30 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL
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