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Northfield News
President’s Message
Happy New Year! As we look toward another great
year in Northfield, I can’t help but celebrate the many
accomplishments of 2021. Our resilient community has done
an exceptional job ensuring our residents and business stay
safe during a continued difficult period. Throughout this
time we have continued to provide exceptional services and
move several important projects forward, including:

from Chicago to Lake Bluff. Through a cooperative effort
with Skokie, Wilmette, and Glenview - and lots of public
input- we developed an innovative approach to move this
project forward that protects natural resources and minimizes
residential impacts. The Phase I work has been finalized and
we are currently waiting on IDOT approval for the Phase II
contract, which is fully grant-funded.

• Vaccination Program. Northfield partnered with 17
communities, Cook County, New Trier High School, and
Jewel-Osco to run an incredibly effective and successful
COVID-19 vaccination site. Over 10,000 people were
vaccinated through this cooperative program.

• Business Environment. Our business community has
remained vibrant, with our Village Center continuing to
boast the lowest vacancy rate anywhere in the Chicago
area. Last year saw a huge expansion of Taco Nano which
tripled their seating capacity and doubled their kitchen
space. Our community
welcomed Brightmont
Academy
tutoring
center and Heritage Trail
Mercantile. We also saw
significant renovations to
nine office buildings and
the completion of the
beautiful new Wintrust
Bank building that has
set the bar for future
development in our Village Center.

• Water Improvements. Northfield’s water comes directly
from Lake Michigan, which is among the purest and
safest water supplies in the country. This year the Village
transitioned to monthly water billing to help residents
better budget for their monthly use and detect leaks more
quickly. As with any large and complex project, a number
of challenges emerged- specifically software and staffing.
With each challenge, we have developed short and longterm fixes, including increasing our staffing for billing
and water meter readers and a conversion to remoteread water meters. Remote-read meters offer a number
of benefits, including greatly reduced staff time to read
meters and customer ability to monitor usage and better
detect leaks. We plan to have all water meters switched to
remote-read technology in August of this year.
• Happ Road. This year saw great progress on the Happ
Road project. We received Phase I engineering approval
from IDOT, selected a Phase II engineer, secured funding
through Cook County and the STP program to completely
pay for the Phase II and Phase III work, and entered into an
Intergovernmental Agreement with Cook County. When
completed, this innovative project will create a better sense
of place in our Village Center, greatly improve pedestrian
and vehicular safety, provide better access to our municipal
parking lots, and enhance the aesthetics of the corridor from
Winnetka Avenue to Willow Road.
• Skokie Valley Trail. We continue to move forward with the
Skokie Valley Trail project, a community goal 20 years in the
making. When completed, this multi-modal path will run
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• Green Initiatives. Our community continues to be a
leader in environmental sustainability. Last year was the
most successful year yet for our very popular “At Your
Door” collection of hazardous and hard to recycle items,
prescription drug take-back, curbside composting, and
seasonal recycling programs for Christmas trees, pumpkins,
and holiday lights. This month the Board will discuss a
potential partnership with the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus
for their Community Solar Clearinghouse Program. This
innovative program would allow Northfield residents and
small businesses to purchase renewable energy locally from
new and future community solar farms in northern Illinois.
With the arrival of 2022, I look forward to another productive
and successful year in Northfield. Have a wonderful winter
season!
Greg Lungmus
Village President
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Cook County Intergovernmental
Initiatives
Many of the roads in Northfield are under the jurisdiction
of Cook County. Over the years, the Village has worked in
partnership with the County to make sure these roadways
are maintained and upgraded when necessary. In recent
years, our teams have focused on a few key initiatives:

January 9 is National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day.
Please join us in thanking our outstanding Officers for
everything they do for our community!

Public Parking
Did you know that Northfield has some of the best parking on
the North Shore, with over 340 public parking spaces available?
If ever faced with a full parking lot in front of the Shops at
Northfield Square, don’t forget about the abundance of parking
spots available a short walk across Happ Road.

• Happ Road. 2021 saw great progress on the Happ
Road project. Early in the year, IDOT approved our
Phase I (preliminary design) from Winnetka Avenue to
Willow Road. We then worked to select the engineer for
Phase II (construction engineering) and entered into an
Intergovernmental Agreement with Cook County. Through
that agreement, the Village will act as the lead agency and
the County will provide the matching grant funds. When
completed, the planned corridor improvements will anchor
the Village Center with a roundabout, connect municipal
parking lots with downtown businesses, enhance mobility
throughout the corridor, improve pedestrian and vehicular
safety, improve emergency response times, connect the
schools and neighborhoods into the downtown, and
improve the aesthetics of the corridor.
• Skokie Valley Trail. Last year also saw the approval of the
Skokie Valley Trail Phase I study. The Village is working
closely in partnership with the communities of Glenview,
Skokie, and Wilmette in addition to the Cook County
Forest Preserve and Department of Transportation and
Highways. We are currently waiting for IDOTs preliminary
comments before we finalize our agreements. We expect
this cooperative Phase II process to begin moving forward
this spring.
• Future Projects. Two additional projects are currently
being discussed. The first is to cooperatively develop a
roadway plan for Winnetka Avenue to improve regional
drainage and enhance mobility of the corridor. The second
is a potential resurfacing of deteriorated pavement on
Sunset Ridge Road from Lake Avenue to Skokie Boulevard.
Over the past few months, Village President Lungmus has
met with our Cook County Commissioners Scott Britton and
Larry Suffredin to discuss these important programs. The
Village is extremely fortunate to have such a great working
partnership with Cook County and looks forward to seeing
these projects come to fruition.

The walk to a number of Village shops from the public parking lots is nothing
compared to the long walks often faced at mall parking lots and garages!

Page 2

Village President Lungmus recently met with Cook County
Commissioner Britton to discuss a variety of cooperative projects.
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Featured Artist: Lee Colpi

Get to Know a Northfielder

Rafael Robledo grew up in Chicago and moved to Guadalajara,
Mexico at a young age. His family returned to Chicago when he
was 14. As a child, Rafael always wanted to make a difference
and help the community as a Police Officer; however, after
high school he went a different route and received a degree in
Business Administration from Robert Morris College.
This January and February, the Village Hall Art Gallery will
feature art by Lee Colpi. Lee was born and raised in St. Louis
and spent much of his life in New England before moving to
Chicago. He worked in medical marketing for various agencies
in Manhattan before starting his own medical education
agency in Connecticut. Lee has six children and is now retired
and has lived in Northfield for 10 years with his wife, Anne.

After graduating with his Bachelor’s degree, he worked in
sales for AT&T for five years before seeing a notice that the
Chicago Police Department was testing for Police Officers.
He decided to pursue his passion for helping others and
changed careers. He served eight years with the Chicago
Police Department, initially in their tactical unit and then
transitioning to their gang enforcement unit.

Throughout his life, Lee has enjoyed painting. Although he
has no formal art training, he has always enjoyed painting oilon-canvas portraits of people, children, animals, houses... you
name it! Lee finds seeing others enjoyment of his art the most
pleasant part of creating pieces.

Seeking a change in pace, Rafael was excited to join the
Northfield Police Department as an Officer in September of
2021. He says he enjoys working for a smaller community
because he can be more impactful, and says so far his favorite
part of the job is going to schools and talking with kids. Rafael
finds it refreshing how much Northfielders appreciate our
Police Department and is thankful that our residents see the
Police as partners in keeping our community safe.

Lee’s work captures personality and life in every piece of
artwork, regardless of whether the painting is of people or
landscape. His soft edges and color palette attempt to offer
the viewer a feeling of the way things are at a point in time when
peacefulness
and
harmony reign and
our fast-paced world
is captured in a happy
moment.
Please join us on
January 18 for Lee’s
gallery opening from
5:00-7:00
PM
at
Village Hall. You can
also view the exhibit
any time Village Hall
is open, Monday
through Friday from
8:00 AM-4:30 PM.

Vehicle Theft Prevention

When it comes to protecting your vehicles and valuables,
common sense is key. A majority of stolen vehicles are unlocked
and are simply crimes of opportunity. Often, keys are left in the
vehicle or the car has been left running in a driveway.

Alarm Permit Renewal

January is the time to renew your annual alarm permit! Per
the Village Code, if you have a burglar, medical alert, or fire
alarm system, you are required to have a permit. Permits are
available at www.northfieldil.org/alarm.
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Rafael lives in Chicago with his wife Grisel, daughters Camila
and Valentina, and dog Luke (who has his own Instagram@Luke_the_Nuke !). When not at work, he enjoys playing
soccer as a goalie for the Chicago Police Soccer Club and
going on outings with his family. If you see Rafael in the
community, please welcome him to Northfield!

Even though it’s cold, never leave your vehicle running while
you run inside your home or a store—even if for only a minute.
Stolen vehicles and property can be avoided by simply locking
car doors, closing car windows, removing valuables, and taking
keys out of the vehicle every time it is parked in your driveway or
on the street. It is also important to lock the interior door from
your home to the garage to
prevent anyone with access
to your garage door opener
from entering your home.
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Holiday Lighting
Over the past couple of months, Public Works has been
busy putting up holiday lights and decorations. Northfield’s
approach to holiday lighting is unique compared to our
neighboring communities because it is both beautiful and
environmentally conscientious.
The majority of communities and contractors that string holiday
lights on parkway trees remove them by cutting them out of
the tree. A typical parkway tree is decorated with as many as
50 strands of holiday lights, which get tangled throughout the
windy winter months. By the end of the season, it is impossible
to un-string the lights in a timely manner without harming the
tree. Decorators are left with no other option than to cut the
lights out and dispose of them. Northfield’s decoration plan
enables Public Works to re-use the lighting and greatly reduce
the waste the Village sends to landfills.

Tree Planting
This fall the Village planted over 20 trees around the Village.
As a registered Tree City, Northfield is always monitoring the
health of our urban forest!
Winterizing Fire Hydrants
Curious minds may ask: Why
can my house’s pipes freeze
in the winter, but fire hydrants
that are completely exposed
to the cold never seem to
burst? The answer: our Public
Works crews work hard to
winterize them! Hydrants are
connected to the water lines
seven feet below the ground
by a vertical pipe. Each year
Public Works pumps out
these pipes to ensure the line
doesn’t freeze and the hydrant
is available at a moment’s
notice for emergency use.

Village Board Actions
The Village Board of Trustees met on December 7 and
took the following actions:
• Adopted a Resolution honoring William Kelly for his service
on the Plan and Zoning Commission.
• Appointed Pat Bader to the Plan & Zoning Commission.
• Approved the 2022 Village Board Meeting Schedule.
• Approved a Special Use for Kenilworth Medical Associates
to operate a medical office at 1622 Willow Road.
• Approved a Special Use for Glenview415, LLC to operate a
fitness class studio to be known as The Bar Method at 301
Happ Road.

• Approved a number of tax levies and abatements.
• Approved a Highway Authority Agreement and a Limited
Environmental Indemnity Agreement with Byline Bank for
1756 Willow Road.
• Approved an amendment to the Lease Agreement with STC
Two, LLC that provides for the possibility of eight additional
5-year terms for the lease of the cell tower located at 1800
Winnetka Road.
• Approved the purchase of seven Panasonic Toughbooks,
from CDS Office Technologies, for squad cars in the amount
of $31,416.

• Approved an updated Cable Television Franchise
Agreement with Comcast.
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Don’t Forget to Recycle Your Live
Trees and Wreaths!

Make sure to put your live trees and wreaths at your curb
for pickup the first two weeks of January to ensure they are
recycled. Trees must not be bagged and cannot be decorated
or taller than six feet. Trees and wreaths will go to a yard
waste and composting facility, where they will decompose
naturally
and
become compost.
Trees
collected
after the second
week of January
will be treated as
trash and sent to a
landfill.

Environmentally Friendly
Snow and Ice Removal

Rock salt has traditionally been the go-to product to
reduce sidewalk and roadway ice because it lowers the
temperature at which water freezes, but did you know
that as the temperature drops, salt’s effectiveness reduces
drastically, and it hardly works at all below 10 degrees? This
limitation led Public Works to begin using a new innovative
mixture including beet molasses because it is effective at
much lower temperatures.
Rock salt is corrosive and can damage roads, vehicles, and
the nearby soil, plants, and water supply. The new
beet molasses mixture is more effective, so less salt
is needed to get the job done. Additionally, when
applying salt, much of it bounces from the roadway,
but by adding beet juice and making the material a
liquid, much less salt bounces into parkways and lawns.
The beet molasses mixture is frequently applied
before snow and ice are expected with temperatures
below 20 degrees. If you see a roadway with the
distinctive markings in the photo to the right, the
Public Works crews have applied the mix and are
ready for cold, snow, and ice!

Winter Energy Conservation
Submitted by Go Green Northfield

A cozy home is always a must, especially during chilly
winter months. Your family can save energy (and money!)
at home without sacrificing comfort by following these
easy steps:
• Water heating accounts for 18% of the energy consumed
in your home. Setting your water heater no higher than
120 degrees will conserve energy and save you money!
• About 90% of the energy your washing machine uses
goes towards heating the water. By washing your clothes
on the “cold’ setting, you save energy and you can also
save up to $70 off your yearly utility bill. Plus, that cold
water is less stressful to fabrics so switching to cold water
can help clothes last longer.
• Since 48% of your home energy use is in heating and
cooling, turning down your thermostat’s temperature by
just one degree can make a difference. Stay snug in your
home in your favorite sweater and comfy slippers!
• Make sure your furnace filter is changed regularly so your
unit will run at peak efficiency.
• Install an insulated cap in your fireplace flue when not in
use to reduce heat loss through your chimney.
• Programmable thermostats allow you to set your home’s
temperature for comfort in living spaces during the day and
bedrooms at night. Check out discounts on thermostats
offered by ComEd.
• Run your dishwasher and laundry machines at night when
energy is cheaper and in less demand. Peak-time Pricing/
Hourly Pricing is available through
ComEd. Sign up to save money
by reducing energy consumption
during peak use times when
electricity prices (and coal-based
energy production) are highest. If
you have an electric car, sign up for
Hourly Pricing and charge at night
when the price of energy is the
lowest (sometimes $0/kwh) and
the means of energy production is
mostly zero-carbon wind.

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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November 29 - January 31

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
RECYCLING
NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER
NORTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL

Accepting mini-lights (or Italian lights), C7 lights,
C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights & extension cords

Go Green Northfield | Northfield Park District | Village of Northfield
in partnership with Elgin Recycling
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Ursula Hair Design
Elly Birza worked as a nail technician
at Ursula Hair Design for more than
15 years before purchasing the salon
in 2018, and her passion for all things
beauty is apparent as soon as you walk
in the door. Ursula’s is a family business,
with Elly’s daughter Raluca managing the
shop. Together they work hard to ensure
Ursula’s continues to be the North Shore’s
premier full-service salon with a highly
trained and skilled staff that offers a full
menu of salon and spa services.
Ursula’s salon services
include cut, color, and
styling
services
for
both men and women.
Whether it’s a simple cut
or a complex coloring,
their staff have the knowhow to achieve the exact
look you want.
In addition to great salon
options, Ursula’s offers a
vast array of skin, nail, and
hair removal services. With
COVID mask requirements
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lingering, Ursula’s has seen a huge demand for
eyebrow tints, which immediately makes brows
appear thicker and fuller. When wearing a mask,
treat yourself to some beautiful new brows and
speak with your eyes!
They also offer a variety of skincare services
including collagen masks, chemical peels, and
facials ranging from anti-aging to acne calming
options. No matter your skin type, Ursula’s offers
the ideal solution that will leave your skin cleaner,
softer, younger-looking, and truly transformed.
When the pandemic struck, Ursula’s was quick
to implement COVID
safety protocols and they
continue to pay close
attention to cleanliness
so you can enjoy getting
pampered safely.
Check them out on Facebook
and Instagram, or call them
today at (847)441-9002 to
make an appointment at
their 301 Happ Road salon,
with ample and convenient
parking!
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Community News
Kindergarten Registration for 2022-2023
Registration is on Wednesday, January 26 from 3:30-6:30
PM and will be in person, socially distanced, at Middlefork
School. All students must have an appointment to register.
Appointment links will be available in early January on the
district website.
All children should be five years of age by September 1, 2022,
to be eligible for the 2022-2023 school year. The registration
process begins with residency verification, the requirements
for which are outlined on the district webpage. Residency
verification is a necessary step for all families, including
those with older students currently registered in District
29. Additionally, parents or guardians of each prospective
kindergarten student must provide the child’s original birth
certificate (the school will make and retain a copy). Lastly,
the registration event is for parents and guardians; the
prospective student need not be present.
Clarkson Park Outdoor Ice Rink
Part of winter fun is outdoor ice skating. The Clarkson Park
ice rink is open through mid-February, weather permitting.
Check the Park District’s website or Facebook page to see if
the ice rink is open, or the flag outside Clarkson Lodge (green
flag if open/red flag if closed). Please stay off the ice if the rink
is closed so that the ice does not get damaged.
Keep Healthy this Winter at the Northfield Fitness Center
Stay fit with workouts at the Northfield Fitness Center.
Members and non-members are welcome at the friendly,
convenient facility located inside the Northfield Community
Center. A variety of memberships are available at great rates.

January

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeal Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board

1
2
7
15
15

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
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February

Resident
registration
starts
January
17;
non-resident
registration opens February 7.
Don’t delay! Take advantage
of early bird pricing through
March 31 and save 10%. Some
camps may fill early due to
their popularity. Find more
information in the summer
camp
guide
available
at
www.northfieldparks.org.
Camp Counselor Positions Available
The Northfield Park District is hiring summer camp counselors.
Applications are available at www.northfieldparks.org and at
the Northfield Community Center.

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
3
5
10
18
18
20

Summer Camps
Get a jump on summer!
The
Northfield
Park
District offers flexible camp
options for ages 3 years
old through 8th grade.
Register for camp on the
weekdays that best fit your
schedule and needs. Camp
runs from June 13 through
August 12. The Counselor
in Training (CIT) program is
open to those entering 6th
through 10th grade.

www.facebook.com/northfieldil

CANCELLED
CANCELLED
CANCELLED
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL
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