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Northfield News
President’s Message
A Note from President Lungmus:
As we transition out of COVID, I am excited to see the Village
quickly returning to normal. Over the next few months we will
be resuming many of our fun summer traditions, beginning
with our 4th of July celebration!
Join your neighbors at Willow Park on Sunday, July 4 from
11:00 AM-1:00 PM for family fun including inflatables, giant
slides, crafts, games, family races, and an egg toss. Visit the
concession stand for Hofherr Meat Co. burgers, brats, and
hot dogs, Lou Malnati’s pizza, and ice cream.
This free community celebration is the hard work of the
Northfield Park District, with the generous support of Park
Partners: Hofherr Meat Co., Nels Johnson Tree Experts,
Northview Bank & Trust, and Stormy’s Tavern & Grill. Also to
thank are Event Sponsors: Happ Inn/Taco Nano, Raynor Door
Company, The Shops at Northfield Village Square, Stepan,
Sunset Ridge Country Club, Village of Northfield, Willow
Festival Shopping Center, and Northfield Community Church.
Bike Decorating Contest
Have some fun decorating your bikes, wagons, and strollers!
Bring your entry to the Willow Park Pee Wee field for contest
judging. All entries should be in by July 4 at 11:15 AM.
Remember to put your name on your entry. Prizes will be
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awarded for the Best Overall, Most Creative, and Best Retro.
The bike decorating contest sponsor is Gewalt Hamilton
Associates, Inc.
Yard Decorating Contest
The Village is once again partnering with the Northfield Park
District for a Yard Decorating Contest. Northfielders are
encouraged to go all-out and show us their red, white, and
blue- the bigger, the better! Those interested in participating
should visit www.northfieldil.org/4thofjuly and submit an entry
form by 5:00 PM on July 1.
The Village and Park District will create a map of participating
homes and post it on their websites on July 2. As soon as the
map and photos are posted, the contest begins! Take a walk
around town or grab your bike with the family and check
out the participating yards. After you see them all, vote for
your favorites by “liking” them on the Village’s Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/northfieldil). The eight homes with
the most “likes” will receive a $50 gift card to a Northfield
business of their choice.
Have a wonderful 4th of July and a great summer!
Sincerely,
Greg Lungmus, Village President
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Water and Sewer
Bill Updates
The Village has moved from quarterly to
monthly water and sewer bills to make it
easier to budget for your bill and allow for
fast identification and repair of water leaks.
The transition to monthly billing began
with the bill that was due in June and will
be fully in effect for the bill that is due in
July. You may have noticed a temporary
change in your bill, as the bills due in
June reflect a transitional billing period.
Beginning with the bill due in July, monthly
billing will be in full effect for all residents.
In October 2020, the Village moved to
a more user-friendly online water and
sewer bill payment platform, which
required automatic bill-pay users to reenroll. Those who did not enroll in the
new system after October 2020 may see
a previous balance on their current bill. To
pay this previous balance without penalty,
visit www.northfieldil.org/waterbill.
Beginning June 1, Northfield’s water rate
was adjusted from $9.09 to $10.50/100
cubic feet to allow for investment in
system improvements to replace aging
infrastructure, reduce emergency repair
costs, and ensure continued safe and
reliable services. The new monthly
minimum bill is $38.50.
If you have not enrolled in the Village’s new
online billing system, enroll today! Visit
www.northfieldil.org/waterbill.

Summer Vehicle Burglary Alert

Fireworks are Illegal in Northfield
As the 4th of July approaches, please remember that fireworks
are dangerous and illegal in Northfield. Section 15-2 of the
Village Code states that in accordance
with the Illinois Fireworks Act, it
is unlawful for any individual
or group to explode any
fireworks or flame effects.
The Police Department will
be proactive in addressing
fireworks complaints. Please be
considerate of your neighbors!
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Studies continue to
show that as outdoor
temperatures increase,
the number of burglaries
to homes and vehicles
also increases- by as
much as 12%. Vehicle
burglary can often be
prevented by taking simple steps including locking car doors
and keeping valuables out of view. Auto burglars have become
bolder and are now not only taking valuables from unlocked
cars, but are using garage door openers to enter and burglarize
garages or vehicles inside. For the safety of your family and
neighborhood, please always lock your vehicles!
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Shop Local Contest

Frequently
Asked Questions
about Outdoor
Warning Sirens
What does it mean when I hear
the outdoor warning sirens?
Something life-threatening is
happening and you should go indoors and get more information.
Why can’t I hear the outdoor warning sirens in my house?
Sirens are an outdoor warning system designed only to alert
those who are outside that something dangerous is approaching.
How can I get alerts when I’m inside?
Subscribe to Smart911 alerts at www.Smart911.com. Once you
have created your private and secure account, you can create
a Safety Profile and choose which emergency notifications you
would like to subscribe to. After enrolling, you will receive text
message notifications of severe weather, utility interruptions,
Police alerts, and much more.
Be sure to also download the American Red Cross Tornado app
on your smartphone. The app includes an audible siren that
goes off when a tornado warning is issued in your area,
even when the app is closed. This helps reduce the chance
of sleeping through a warning. You can even sign up to receive
alerts for other locations, so you can help notify distant friends
or family of danger in their area.
When are the outdoor warning sirens tested?
Northfield’s sirens are tested at 10:00 AM on the first Tuesday
of each month.
Will the outdoor warning sirens warn me of every
dangerous storm?
Warning sirens are only one notification tool. The safest
approach is to be proactive and use all of the information
and tools available to protect yourself and your family from
threatening weather. Along with listening for sirens if you
are outdoors, make sure you are prepared by signing up for
Smart911, downloading the American Red Cross Tornado app,
and monitoring local weather alerts on the television and radio.
Who activates the outdoor warning sirens?
Northfield’s sirens are activated by our 911 dispatch center in
Glenview.

Page 3

It is more important than ever to support our local
businesses! Instead of turning to online
shopping, keep your money
in our community and help
Northfield businesses thrive
by shopping, dining, and
getting your services done
locally. Snap a selfie with
a Northfield business
in the background and
enter to win a $50 gift
card to your favorite
Northfield business! Visit
www.northfieldil.org/contest
for more info.

COVID Vaccination
Service Recognition
This spring, the Cook County Department of Public Health,
MABAS Division 3 communities, Jewel-Osco, New Trier High
School, and Village of Northfield partnered to distribute
COVID-19 vaccines. This program exemplified how the
Village’s departments work closely together and successfully
partner with our neighboring municipalities for the benefit of
the community.
Northfield’s Fire-Rescue Department, Police Department, and
Administrative team assisted with the planning and staffing
of 28 clinics that distributed over 20,000 vaccines and fully
vaccinated over 10,000 people. Village employees that assisted
with the planning and staffing of the clinics included: Ken
Borre, Tom Burke, Keith Dawson, Brian Farano, Mike Hutensky,
Melissa Jewett, Bill Lustig, Mike Nystrand, Ken Paczosa, Jesus
Rocha, Stacy Sigman, Dinah Spadoni, and Lauren Weller.
Northfield was fortunate to have three volunteers from the
community- Mary Ann Bogacki, Rivka Daar, and Patricia
Gainsberg- who gave selflessly of their time to help ensure that
area residents received a vaccination. These volunteers staffed
multiple clinics each week with a smile!
In June, the Village Board celebrated these staff members and
volunteers and thanked them for their service to the community.
Please join us in thanking them for their life-saving work!
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Serve on a Board or Commission
The volunteer spirit of Northfield is part of what makes our
Village so great. The volunteers that serve on Boards and
Commissions contribute their time to planning, researching,
and analyzing issues affecting the quality of life in the Village.
The Village President and members of the Village Board are
elected; however, the Architectural Commission, Board of
Police Commissioners, Plan and Zoning Commission, Police
Pension Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals consist of
volunteers appointed by the President and approved by the
Board of Trustees. Although acceptance of an appointment
to a Commission requires commitment on your part, you will
find it rewarding to become an integral part of your local
government. For more information and to apply to serve,
visit www.northfieldil.org/serve.

Mini-Bikes
Did you know that it is not legal to ride mini-bikes, also referred
to as pocket bikes or mini-motorcycles, on state, county, or local
roadways? Mini-bikes are electric or gas-powered motorized
bikes about two feet tall that can reach speeds up to 50 MPH.
They are more dangerous than traditional motorcycles because
their lower height makes it difficult for other drivers to spot.

Hiring Crossing Guard
The Village is looking for a Crossing Guard! Do you know
someone who wants to serve the community and is available
in the morning and afternoon on school days? Learn more at
www.northfieldil.org/jobs.

Have you Received your Vehicle Sticker?
Get your 2021-2022 Vehicle Stickers online! Applications with
a renewal PIN were mailed in May to Northfielders who have
existing stickers. Visit www.northfieldil.org/vehiclestickers if
you did not receive your renewal PIN or for more information.

Vinny’s family stopped by the Police Station on his
second birthday to say hello and thanks to Officer Chad
Jones. Vinny’s mom, Katie, delivered him unexpectedly in
their home in 2019 with Officer Jones’s help!

Featured Artist: Elizabeth Flatt
This July and August, the Village Hall Art Gallery will be
featuring art by Elizabeth Flatt. Elizabeth spent her life on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast and expressed herself through
poetry for many years before being introduced to painting
in 2008.
After losing her husband Bryan in 2000, Elizabeth spent
several years trying to find a new direction in life. In 2008,
she was invited to a “Canvas and Cocktails” event and
touched a canvas for the first time. That evening she went
home with her first painting and was hooked! After a couple
more evenings of painting with friends, she set up a card
table in her home, ordered some materials, and started
painting on her own (with the help of Google!).
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In 2017, Elizabeth moved to Northfield to be closer to her
son and his family, and was delighted to learn about the
North Shore Senior Center’s art studio. Before joining the
Senior Center, there were months or even years between
her painting sessions. Thanks to the Senior Center, she now
has a studio where she can paint whenever she wants. She
says, “I have benefited from being surrounded by many
talented artists who have helped me as an artist with their
loving constructive criticism. I will never be a Picasso or a
Rembrandt, but I am having fun!”
Please join us on July 20 for Elizabeth’s gallery opening from
6:00-8:00 PM at Village Hall. You can also view the exhibit
any time Village Hall is open, Monday through Friday from
7:30 AM – 4:30 PM.
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What is Ruse Burglary?
The Northfield Police Department reminds you to NEVER let anyone inside of your home
without checking their identification, and ALWAYS call 911 if you are concerned.
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Keep Your House Number Visible
Can you see your house number from the street and while
driving by? The more easily Police and Fire personnel can
find your home, the more quickly they can help you in an
emergency. Be sure your house number is contrasting or
reflective, at least four inches high, visible from the roadway at
multiple angles, and visible at night.

Does the Village have your
Association Contact Information?
Does your neighborhood or development have a
Homeowner’s Association, or do you live in a multi-family
complex that has a Property Management Company or
Association? The Village must have updated contact
information in order to communicate when work is being
done on roads, utilities, or in case of emergencies that
affect your group. Having current contact information saves
time and keeps you informed. Email your information to
cstanke@northfieldil.org or call 847-784-3551.

Get to Know a Northfielder

Summer is Here!
The warm weather of summer brings more people outside, and
it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our neighborhoods safe
and clean. Please be a good neighbor by remembering to:
• Trim back bushes, shrubs, and trees so they do not cover
sidewalks and impede pedestrians and cyclists.
• Regularly mow your lawn and parkway. Per Village Code,
weeds and grass cannot grow taller than eight inches.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. Excess chemicals
applied to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams.
• When driving, keep an eye out for pedestrians. Be prepared
to stop when turning or entering a crosswalk.
• Keep in mind that the speed limit on residential streets in
Northfield is 20 MPH. The greater the speed, the longer
it takes for a vehicle to stop, which puts pedestrians at a
greater risk!

Mike Hutensky was
raised in Skokie and
always knew he wanted
to be a Police Officer
when he grew up.
After graduating high
school, he attended
the University of Illinois
at Chicago and studied
Political Science and
Criminal Justice.
After graduating in May
2000 with his Bachelor’s
Degree, Mike started
that fall as a Police Officer for the Village of Northfield. He
was promoted to Corporal in 2005 and to Sergeant in 2016.
In June, Mike was promoted to Deputy Chief of Police. He is a
Narcan trainer, field training officer, evidence technician, and
juvenile officer.
Mike says his favorite part of his job is that he gets to help
people every day. He lives in Deerfield with his wife Emily,
children Ronnie and Lizzy, and their cat Blackjack. When he
is not at work, he is likely running around trying to wrangle
his kids!

Village Receives Award for
Transparency in Financial Reporting
The Village has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government
Finance Officers Association for its Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report. The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in governmental accounting
and financial reporting. This is the 14th consecutive year
the Village has received this award. To view the report, visit
www.northfieldil.org/report.
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Frequently Asked Questions about 911 Services
Emergency calls in Northfield for Police, Fire, and Emergency
Medical Services are handled through a consolidated dispatch
center in Glenview. This consolidated public safety cooperative
provides operational and financial efficiencies through economies of
scale and maximization of resources.
When calling 911 it is important to:
- Remain calm, and listen to the questions asked by the
Telecommunicator.
- Know your address and the location of the emergency. If you do
not know the specific address, be sure to note the town you are in,
major intersections or landmarks. Try your best to be specific.
- Don’t hang up until told to disconnect the call.

Why am I asked for my location when I call 911? Doesn’t the 911 center know where I am?
Unless you are calling 911 from your home phone, there is a good chance the 911 center doesn’t have your
exact location. Although you can order a pizza or a car service from your smartphone and they know where
you are, the 911 technology currently in place does not have dependable location information and cell
providers are years from improving this. When answering a call, the Telecommunicator will ask the
location where the incident is occurring, including the name of the town you are calling from. It is very
important to know where you are or where the incident is occurring. If you do not know the exact street
address, the next best location is the closest intersection. This information is needed on all 911 calls but
especially wireless calls as there is no guarantee your initial wireless call will route to the correct 911
center.

Why am I asked so many questions by the Telecommunicator? Doesn’t this delay the response?
The Telecommunicator may ask you questions that you believe are irrelevant, but trust in their training
and experience, and they will guide you to provide the information needed by the first responders to get
you the quickest and most helpful response. There are multiple Telecommunicators working in the 911
center, and while you are being asked questions by one, someone else reading the information on a
computer screen is actually dispatching based on the information you are providing.

Why do I need to stay on the phone when I misdial or change my mind about dialing 911?
Never just hang up. You may have called 911 by accident, or your situation may have resolved itself, but it
is important to let the Telecommunicator know this. If you end the call abruptly, the Telecommunicators
will assume that something has gone wrong and will call you back or send help anyway. This takes away
from the 911 center’s ability to take calls and dispatch services to true on-going emergencies. Always make
sure the Telecommunicator tells you it is OK to disconnect before you hang up.
Is my 911 call answered by someone in Northfield?
The responders who come to assist you are most likely from your community, but your call is answered in
a consolidated dispatch center by trained professionals working outside of your community. Each
Telecommunicator receives extensive classroom and hands-on training including geographic awareness
and ride-alongs with those who serve your community. In addition, Telecommunicators have access to
highly detailed mapping technologies.
Does Northfield have 311 service for non-emergency calls?
No. All non-emergency matters should be directed to the Village during business hours.
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Congratulations to Gerald McCulloh and Mike Hutensky!
At the Village Board’s June meeting, they recognized retiring Deputy Police
Chief Gerald (JJ) McCulloh after 23 years of service. JJ started with the Village
of Northfield as a Police Officer in 1998 and was promoted to Detective in 2002,
Sergeant in 2005, Commander in 2017, and Deputy Chief of Police in 2018.
JJ was issued a Merit Award from Northfield and Metal of Valor from the Cook
County Sheriff’s Department for saving the life of an individual who was in a
rollover accident on the Eden’s Expressway. Upon arrival, JJ found the vehicle
was submerged in water and he cut the seat belt and pulled the driver to safety.
The driver was initially unresponsive, but JJ was able to use his skills as a certified
EMT to resuscitate and stabilize the driver.
JJ has been a tremendous asset to the Northfield Police Department throughout
his career and always served with professionalism and distinction. The Village is
sad to see him leave, but congratulates him on his retirement!

At the June Board meeting,
Sergeant Mike Hutensky was
promoted to Deputy Chief of
Police. Mike joined the Northfield
Police Department on October
2, 2000. In April 2005, Mike
was appointed to the rank of
Corporal and became a Sergeant
in February 2016. Since March
2018, Mike has been responsible
for Support Services and keeping
track of the Department’s training.
During his time in Support
Services, Mike was successful
in securing a large grant that
funded new squad car cameras.
When you see Mike around town,
be sure to congratulate him on his
new position!
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July 7- Aug 18 2021

WednesDays
WednesDays
Kids Entertainment

CONCERT

Market & Food & Drink

5:30 - 6:15

6:30 - 8:30

5:30 - 8:30
August 4

July 7

Aaron Dorfman music 5:30PM
Bluegrassify 6:30PM
Hofherr Meat Co.

Chris Fascione storytelling,
mime & juggling 5:30PM
Bopology Swing Machine 6:30PM

July 14

Hofherr Meat Co.

BLUEGRASS AND POP

AUTHENTIC SWING AND JAZZ

Miss Jamie's Farm music 5:30PM
In Time Out 6:30PM
ROCK AND ROLL COVER

STORMY’s Bar & Grille

ROCK, BLUES, R&B FAVORITES
AND ALL THAT JAZZ

July 21

Istvan & his Imaginary Band 5:30PM
Ginger Road 6:30PM
MODERN COUNTRY

Taco Nano

August 18

Jeanie B! music 5:30PM
The Franz Klammers 6:30PM

Stacked & Folded

July 28

August 11

Bach2Rock music 5:30PM
Outta the Loop 6:30PM

Ken Schultz "mini-circus" 5:30PM
Rollover 6:30PM

CLASSIC ROCK

Northshore Pizza Co.

BLUES AND ROCK

Stormy's Bar & Grille
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Seasonal Maintenance
Public Works has been actively keeping our community
looking great! They have been busy putting up flags in
the Village Center, watering parkway trees, cutting grass,
trimming trees and bushes, and cleaning sidewalks around
town.
Sidewalk Improvements
As part of the annual Sidewalk Replacement Program, the
Village surveys the community for hazardous public sidewalks
and curbs that are in need of repair or replacement. This
summer, 2,500 square feet of new sidewalk will be replaced to
ensure safe and walkable routes for pedestrians. If you would
like the sidewalk in front of your home replaced but it does
not meet the Village’s requirements for repair, the Village
will replace it with a 50% cost-sharing agreement. Contact
ejordan@northfieldil.org for more information.

Street Patching
Several Village streets have been reconstructed in the past
few years, but it is imperative to properly maintain them in
order to extend their useful life. This year, a number of older
streets will have pavement milled and patched. During
patching, there will be times when traffic is impacted and
motorists are encouraged to use alternate routes and plan
accordingly. Residents in affected areas will be notified
before construction begins.
Pedestrian Bridge Maintenance
Public Works performed repairs on the pedestrian bridge
over the North Branch of the Chicago
River that connects Bosworth
Lane to Northfield Road. They
replaced damaged boards and
railings to ensure the bridge
is safe to use.
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Recycle Your Hazardous Waste
Waste Management’s At Your Door Special Collection provides residents
with a FREE service to remove hazardous and hard-to-recycle items. Waste
Management focuses on environmental sustainability and makes it easy for
residents to dispose of these items by collecting the materials at your door
safely, easily, and responsibly.
The At Your Door Special Collection service is focused on the collection of
home-generated special materials, formerly called “Household Hazardous
Waste”. These materials include automotive products, home cleaners, garden
chemicals, electronics, and paint products.
This program is not your usual household-generated special material program,
because it is focused on recycling as much of the materials collected as possible.
Learn more about the program by visiting www.wmatyourdoor.com. You can
schedule an At Your Door pickup by calling (800) 449-7587.

Leaky Toilets Waste Water (and Money!)
According to the Environmental Protection Agency, a leaky toilet can waste up to 200 gallons of water a day. If you suspect
a leak, an easy way to check is to open the tank, drop some food coloring in, and wait 15-20 minutes. When you return, look
in the toilet bowl, not the tank. If you see colored water, you have a leak.
The most likely toilet leak culprit is an old or worn-out flapper. Flappers are inexpensive rubber parts that can build up
minerals or decay over time. Replacing them can be a quick and easy fix for your water woes. To fix a leaky flapper, bring
your old flapper to the hardware store or consult a plumber. This simple fix will quickly reduce wasteful consumption and
your water bill!

Protect Your Trees from Drought
Did you know that our area is experiencing its most
severe drought since 1934? Help us maintain Northfield’s
healthy urban forest by watering the trees in your yard and
parkway. Here are some helpful tips:

• Water newly planted trees once or twice a week, water
mature trees every two weeks
• Slowly soak the ground around the tree roots
• Water within the “drip line”- an imaginary line on the
ground that mirrors the edge of the tree’s canopy
• Allow soil to dry between waterings
• Water early or late in the day
• Add two to three inches of mulch around young trees to
retain moisture
The Public Works Department follows these guidelines as
they water newly planted parkway trees around the Village.
Watering trucks are out during dry periods; however, it can be
difficult for crews to water every newly planted tree regularly.
You can help by watering the trees in your parkway!

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: North Shore Kitchen & Bath
North Shore Kitchen & Bath (NSKB) is a design and
build company that specializes in kitchens, bathrooms,
basements, and much more.
NSKB provides a full range of
services including planning,
design, material selection,
ordering, installation, and
project management.
North Shore’s team has
over 80 years of experience
completing projects ranging
from small powder rooms to

whole-house remodels. They work with their clients to
simplify the process and turn their ideas into reality.
NSKB has been on the North
Shore for over 40 years. This
month they will be celebrating
their 4th anniversary at their
Northfield location. Their
beautiful showroom serves
as a design center with many
products on display so that
customers can conveniently
make all of their design
selections at one location.
Their designers specialize in
older home remodels with
many intricate details in their design
and installation. NSKB also has an
array of trade partners & professionals
that they have partnered with for many
years.
If you are thinking of updating your
home, stop by North Shore Kitchen
& Bath at 1900 Willow Road, Unit
103. They will take care of every
detail of your project to ensure you
love your new kitchen or bath for
many years to come! Learn more at
www.northshorekitchenandbath.com
or call them at (847) 256-5600.
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Community News
Sidewalk Sale
The Winnetka-Northfield-Glencoe Chamber of Commerce is
once again hosting their annual Sidewalk Sale in Northfield
on July 14-17 from 10:00 AM- 5:00 PM. In addition to special
Sidewalk Sale pricing, you will find an array of new products
and trends. Along with local specialty merchandise, shoppers
can browse charity organizations, professional services, and
have a bite at a local eatery. For more
information, visit www.wngchamber.com.

Save the Date for the State Fair!
Get ready for the Northfield State Fair (Ribfest) on Saturday,
September 11 at Clarkson Park. This Northfield tradition
includes live music, a Rib Fest contest, kids’ activities,
concessions, a beer tent, and a fireworks show! Learn more at
www.northfieldparks.org.

Calendar of Events

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

July

5
6
7
12
20
20

VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

17
17
19

Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board

August

CANCELLED
7:00 PM
CANCELLED
CANCELLED
7:00 PM

5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL
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847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
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