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Northfield News
President’s Message
A Note from President Lungmus:
Spring is a time of change and there are a lot of exciting
things taking place here in Northfield. For me personally, I
look forward to transitioning into my new role as the Village
President. Over the past four years, I have enjoyed serving
as a Trustee and I am grateful that you have placed your
trust in me as your new Village President. My philosophy
of local government is to continually strive to provide
superior services while reducing the taxpayer burden. Local
government should be highly accountable, transparent,
and responsive. Under my Presidency, our Village staff and
elected officials will work to deliver on that promise daily.

Joan, John, and Tom spent countless hours working for
Northfield, and our community is a better place thanks to
their hard work and dedication.

For the past four years, I have had the honor of working
alongside wonderful Board members and President Joan
Frazier. Under Joan’s guidance, the Village has continued to
thrive and has been able to complete many key initiatives.
These include the development of a long-range financial plan;
streetscape and aesthetic enhancements; green initiatives; a
locally based election system; the Skokie Valley Trail and Happ
Road studies; and the adoption of the 2040 Vision Plan. That
Vision Plan will be the document that our community will use
to guide the Village’s future and ensure that every new project
enhances the aesthetics and character of the Village. Joan
was able to accomplish all of that while maintaining essential
services and helping our businesses and residents through
the COVID-19 pandemic. A sincere thanks to Joan for her 13
years of service as a Trustee and President.

Matt Galin and his family have lived in Northfield for nine
years. Matt is a lawyer that specializes in civil RICO litigation.
He brings a passion for local governance to his new position
as Trustee and understands the unique role that local
government plays in our everyday community. Civically, he has
volunteered at the county level and in student government.

Tremendous gratitude is also owed to our outgoing Village
Trustees John Goodwin and Thomas Terrill. These thoughtful
men served on the Village Board for the past four years and
played a major role in Northfield’s success. John used his
passion for health and wellbeing to advocate for the Skokie
Valley Trail and numerous green initiatives. He also served
as the liaison to the Architectural Commission. Tom used his
financial acumen and his past experience in other communities
to help guide many of our financial decisions and worked to
ensure we maintained our AAA bond rating and strengthened
our Police Pension fund. Tom also served as the liaison to the
Police Pension Board and the 2040 Vision Plan.
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I also want to welcome and introduce you to the three new
Village Trustees that have joined the Board:
Barnaby Dinges and his family have lived in Northfield for
the past eight years. Barnaby’s work has included being a
schoolteacher, a journalist, a representative of state and city
government, and running a public affairs firm focused on
expanding renewable energy resources. Here in Northfield,
he has served on the Architectural Commission.

Tracey Mendrek and her family have lived in Northfield for
30 years. Tracey is a communication, strategic planning, and
business development specialist. Locally, she has been an
active member of the community serving on the Northfield
Caucus, Willow Road Steering Committee, 2040 Vision Plan,
and the Plan & Zoning Commission.
I have great optimism for the Village of Northfield’s future and
am confident we will emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic
an even more resilient community. Over the next few months,
the Board will remain focused on recovery efforts, maintaining
our sound fiscal position,
and the preservation of
the unique qualities that
make Northfield special.
Have a safe and happy
spring.
Sincerely,
Greg Lungmus
Village President
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Because Our Water Is Worth It

24/7/365 OPERATION OF A COMPLEX

PURCHASING TREATED
WATER FROM WINNETKA

WATER SYSTEM INCLUDING PIPES,
WATER STORAGE, OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE, DEBT REPAYMENT

Clean, reliable water is essential and our
infrastructure is a critical asset owned
by Village residents.

Northfield is experiencing increases
in water main breaks and emergency
repairs, which result in costly
disruptions of service to Village
residents and businesses.

Northfield is investing in water system
improvements to replace aging
infrastructure, reduce emergency repair
costs, and ensure continued safe and
reliable service.

After the June 1st increase,
Northfield will charge only
1.4 cents per gallon to deliver
treated water to your home
and remove wastewater
24/7/365

Northfield will be moving to
monthly billing to:
• Make it easier to budget for
the bill
• Allow for fast identification
and repair of leaks within
residents’ homes

A typical customer, with a $33.33
monthly bill, will see an increase of
about $5.00 per month.
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Monthly Billing and
Water Rate Adjustment
This May, the Village is moving to monthly water billing to
make it easier to budget for your water bill and allow for fast
identification and repair of water leaks. If you are currently
enrolled in automatic billing, your account will be adjusted
to monthly billing. To enroll in paperless billing or automatic
payments, visit www.northfieldil.org/waterbill. Beginning
June 1, Northfield’s water rate will be adjusted to allow for
the investment in system improvements to replace aging
infrastructure, reduce emergency repair costs, and ensure
continued safe and reliable services.

National Public Service
Recognition Week- May 2-8
It’s been said that “The nine most terrifying words in the
English language are: I’m from the government and I’m here
to help” – but we disagree! Every hour of every day, Village
employees are hard at work responding to 911 calls, ensuring
the drinking water is clean, and keeping the streets safe. This
Public Service Recognition Week, please join us in thanking
our Administration and Finance, Community Development,
Fire-Rescue, Police, and Public Works employees for their
hard work and dedication to our community!

Lock Your Vehicles
When it comes to protecting your vehicles and valuables,
common sense is key. A majority of vehicles that are broken
into are unlocked and are simply crimes of opportunity. Stolen
vehicles and property can be avoided by simply locking car
doors, closing car windows, removing valuables, and taking
your keys out of the vehicle every time it is parked in your
driveway or on the street. It is also important to lock the interior
door from your home to the garage to prevent anyone with
access to your garage door opener from entering your home.

2021-2022 Vehicle Stickers
Applications for updated vehicle stickers and tags for July 1, 2021
through June 30, 2022 will be mailed May 7 to all Northfield
residents who purchased stickers last year or have vehicles
registered to a Northfield address.
Renew your vehicle stickers online! Applications with a renewal
PIN will be mailed in May. Visit www.northfieldil.org/vehiclestickers
if you did not receive your renewal PIN or for more information.
Vehicle stickers go on sale beginning May 10 at Village Hall.
Stickers can be purchased Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM
to 4:30 PM.

Village Board Approves
Fiscal Year 2021-22 Budget

Stickers must be displayed by July 1, 2021. A penalty of 50%
of the sticker fee will be added to the cost of any vehicle sticker
purchased after July 1.
Sticker and tag fees are:
Type of Vehicle
Fee

The Village Board approved the fiscal year 2021-22 budget
at their April 20 meeting. The new budget that begins on
May 1 was developed starting in late 2020 and vetted by the
Village Board at a budget workshop on March 2 and presented
at a public hearing on March 16. Despite the pandemic that
decimated many Village revenue sources, the Village was able
to finish the 2020-21 fiscal year with only a small deficit in its
operating funds.

$50
Stickers
must
be Passenger Cars
displayed in the lower Motorcycles
$35
corner of the front Recreational Vehicles
$60
window on the drivers’ Antique Cars
$20
side
of
passenger Trailers
$20-$75
vehicles,
recreational
Trucks
$60-$120
vehicles, and trucks.
$10
Tags are used for Replacement Stickers
motorcycles and trailers.
Avoid a late payment penalty or citation by purchasing a sticker
or tag for each of your vehicles by July 1!

The budget reflects operating expenditures of $14.9 million- a
decrease of 2.2% compared to last year’s budget. Expenditures
reflect maintenance of all current services and programs, full
funding of the Village’s pension obligations, and transfers
to the Equipment Replacement Fund for future equipment
purchases. The projected balance in the General Fund of $6.3
million on April 30, 2022 meets the Village Board’s policy of
maintaining at least six months of reserves. The Capital budget
continues to reflect the Village’s efforts to replace aging
infrastructure for residents’ safety and well-being. To review
the complete Village Budget, visit www.northfieldil.org.
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Ongoing Vaccination Clinics
The Village continues to partner with our neighboring
communities to provide COVID vaccines to our residents.
Through this initiative, we have administered over 7,000
vaccines! Recent data from the Cook County Department of
Public Health show that 63% of Northfielders have received one
dose, with 38% being fully vaccinated (data provided is based
on total population, not only those that are eligible).
We continue to have vaccination clinics with both Moderna and
Pfizer vaccines. If you are interested in a vaccine, please email
mjewett@northfieldil.org and you will be contacted the next time
appointments are available!

May 4 is International Firefighters’ Day and May 21 is
Emergency Medical Services Recognition Day. Northfield’s
Fire-Rescue Department combines the life-saving functions
of responding to disasters and providing excellent medical
care. Please join us in thanking our outstanding Fire-Rescue
team for everything they do for our community!

Thanks to our Fire, Police, and Administrative staff
for making these clinics a success!

Have you Signed up for Smart911?
The Village has partnered with Smart911 to allow anyone with
a phone- mobile, landline, or Voice Over IP (VOIP)- to create
a Safety Profile online and sign up to receive emergency
notifications. Visit www.Smart911.com to sign up for this
free service. Once you’ve created your private and secure
account, you can choose what information to include in your
Safety Profile, and which emergency notifications you’d like to
subscribe to.

Emergency Notification
Select the notifications you want to receive, which may include
important emergency messages about:

Safety Profile
Smart911 allows you to create a Safety Profile, which
provides 911 dispatchers and first responders with important
information to help you faster in an emergency. Home and work
addresses can be linked to mobile phones, which currently do
not provide an address to dispatchers. Information that you
can add to your Safety Profile includes:

• Public health incidents

• Evacuations and shelter locations
• Flood warnings
• Extended utility interruptions
• Boil orders
• Police alerts including lost children or fleeing suspects

• Medical conditions such as epilepsy, diabetes, Alzheimer’s,
allergies, and mental health conditions
• Seniors and elderly care, as well as caretaker contact
information
• Physical disabilities and mobility limitations
• Vehicle descriptions
• Emergency contacts
• Pets in the home
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Waste Management
Fee Adjustment
Effective May 1, 2021, the fees charged by Waste Management
for refuse, recycling, and yard waste/compost services will
increase by 2%. This price adjustment is pursuant to the
agreement between the Village and Waste Management, which
includes annual increases based on the percentage change in
the Consumer Price Index, with a 2% minimum adjustment and
a 3.5% maximum adjustment each May 1, through the end of
the contract in 2023.

Water Quality Report
Visit www.northfieldil.org/2020water to view Northfield’s annual
water quality report. The report contains important information
about the source and quality of your drinking water. For a paper
copy, call (847) 784-3510.

Planning a Block Party
this Summer?
If you are planning to get together with your neighbors for a
block party this summer, be sure to notify the Village at least
one week before the event with the street, date, time, area to
be closed to traffic, and if there is a rain date. The Public Works
Department will deliver barricades before the event. Contact
the Village at (847) 784-3510 or hfabbri@northfieldil.org for
more information.

Pet Registration
Did you know that the Village
requires a one-time registration
of dogs and cats that are over six
months of age? This registration
includes a tag with the pet’s name
and owner information to help
protect your pets and expedite
their return should they get lost.
To download the registration form,
visit www.northfieldil.org/pets. A
form may also be obtained at
Village Hall. To further protect
your pets, keep cats indoors and
dogs on a leash at all times.

DEER SIGHTINGS
If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood, please let us
know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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Keep Ditches and Streams
Free of Debris
To prevent blockages and flooding, do not throw debris
or landscape waste into ditches, streams, and river areas.
After storms, make sure to clear these areas of any debris!
Ditches and storm sewers drain to streams and rivers, so
keep it clean- never dump chemicals, oils, or household
waste into the waterway.

Get to Know a Northfielder
Linnea O’Neill grew up in
Blue Island and studied
horticulture at the University
of Illinois. After graduating,
she worked for the Illinois
Department of Transportation
(IDOT) as a Landscape
Architect. While there, she
went back to school and got
a Master’s degree in Urban
Planning.
After eight years at IDOT, she
began her municipal career for the Village of Arlington Heights
as a Landscape Architect and Urban Planner and worked there
for three years. After having her son, she began working
part-time for the Village of Barrington as an Urban Planner.
She stayed in Barrington for three years, then served as an
independent Planner for several communities.
In 2000 she began a “temporary” position as a part-time Urban
Planner and Landscape Architect with the Village of Northfield.
She must have liked it, because that temporary role evolved
into a 21-year position. This spring, Linnea is retiring from the
Village. Her coworkers will miss her willingness to step in to do
whatever has to be done, her knowledge of trees and plants,
and her infectious cheerfulness.
Linnea says her favorite part of her job was working with
residents and ensuring that Northfield protected and improved
our urban forest. In her spare time she is an Openlands
TreeKeeper and a Trustee at
her Church. She has been
married to her husband Bob
for 34 years. They live in
Arlington Heights and have
two adult children, Kent and
Katie, and a dog and a cat.
In retirement, she is looking
forward to gardening and
spending time at her cabin
in Wisconsin.
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Follow Scott’s Law, Save a Life!
Have you heard of Scott’s Law? It is commonly referred to
as the “move over” law and aims to protect emergency
responders. The law mandates that drivers, upon approaching
any stationary vehicle with flashing emergency lights, must
reduce their speed, proceed with caution, and change lanes if
possible. Help protect those who protect us!

Northfield Township Road District
Recycling Opportunities
The District offers recycling opportunities for many hard-torecycle items like Styrofoam, tires, and batteries. The program
is limited to Northfield Township residents and is open Monday
through Friday from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM at 237 Melvin
Drive in Northbrook. For a full list of recyclable items, visit
www.northfieldtownship.com.
A series of special recycling events are planned for 2021
including Free Paper Shredding and Recycling Events on
May 22, June 19, July 10 and 28 (at the North Shore Senior
Center, 161 Northfield Rd., Northfield, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM),
August 21, September 18, and October 16. Unless noted, all
events will take place at 237 Melvin Drive in Northbrook from
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM.

Call Before You Dig!
Did you know that state law requires anyone who is digging to
call the Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators (JULIE)
before starting a project? Regardless of the project size or depth,
you must call JULIE and wait two business days for JULIE to mark
your digging location in order to avoid injury and damage to
yourself and underground electric, gas, and telecommunications
lines. The Village is a JULIE partner to assure the Village’s water
and sewer pipes are protected from accidental hits. Simply call
8-1-1 or visit www.illinois1call.com to place a locate request.
Both the call and JULIE’s services are free.

The District is also offering household hazardous waste
collection events at 237 Melvin Drive, Northbrook from
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM on June 26 and October 23.
For the safety of staff and attendees at these events, all
efforts will be made to make the drop-off contactless.
Residents should be prepared to show their ID, wear a
mask, and be responsible for removing the recycling items
from their vehicles. Visit www.northfieldtownship.com,
contact The Northfield Township Road District at
(847) 724-7055, or email ntroad@northfieldtownship.com
for more information.

Have you Heard of the Dutch Reach?
The State of Illinois has incorporated the Dutch Reach into its
Rules of the Road for 2019. Drivers are encouraged to use the
Reach when parking on the street and
opening the driver’s door to exit. It is
specifically designed to prevent cyclists
from being hit by an opening door
from a parked vehicle, what cyclists call
getting “doored.” This is a common
type of crash where bike lanes run along
parked cars.
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The Dutch Reach requires the driver to use their right hand to
open the door, forcing the body to swivel far enough to look
for oncoming cyclists. The move can also be
done on the passenger side by using the left
hand to open the door.
The Dutch Reach was popularized by people
in the Netherlands, which has more bikes
per capita than any other country and has
been using this approach for more than half
a century.
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Spring Cleaning
You’re not the only one in spring
cleaning mode! Each spring, Public
Works is hard at work washing away
the winter blues and freshening up
the Village. This typically includes
sidewalk sweeping, washing bus
shelters, and restoring landscaping
that was damaged during winter
water main breaks.
2021 Roadway Construction
Summer is here, which means so
is construction season! A number
of Village streets have been
reconstructed in the past few years,
but it’s imperative to continue to
maintain them in order to extend
their useful life. This year, many
older streets will be seal coated,
patched, and striped. During construction, there will be times
when traffic is impacted and motorists are encouraged to use
alternate routes and plan accordingly.

Page 7

Fire Hydrant Flushing
As part of the Village’s
annual fire hydrant and
water main maintenance
program, Public Works
Department staff will be
opening and flushing fire
hydrants in May and June
to remove accumulated
sediment and improve
water flow.
Hydrant
flushing will be done
during the hours of 7:00
AM and 5:00 PM and can
cause discoloration of water. If you
experience water discoloration, run
your cold water until it runs clear.
Please call (847) 441-3810 with
questions or for additional
information.
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Q&A with Linnea
A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!

• A properly placed tree can reduce your home’s cooling
bill by 35%

Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. Linnea helps with the Village’s
annual Arbor Day celebration in which members of the
Village team meet with Sunset Ridge fourth graders to
plant a sapling and talk about the importance of trees.
While the Village’s annual celebration has looked much
different for the past two years due to the pandemic,
Linnea is continuing our tradition of sharing fun facts about
trees to celebrate Arbor Day!

• The oldest living tree, Methuselah, is an estimated 4,852 yearold ancient Bristlecone Pine
• General Sherman, a giant sequoia, is the tallest tree in the
world, standing 275 feet
• According to a resolution passed in 1981 in China, every
Chinese citizen who is more than 11-years old must plant five
trees a year
Methuselah is located in the White Mountains of California

• A large tree can provide enough oxygen each day for
18 people
• Trees can absorb an average of 13 pounds of carbon a year
• An acre of growing trees can use 5,880 pounds of carbon
dioxide while releasing 4,280 pounds of oxygen
• In Chicago, trees remove more than 18,000 tons of air
pollution each year

Tree City USA Recertification
Northfield recently celebrated our 36th consecutive year as being certified as a Tree
City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of our commitment to effective urban
forest management. To qualify for certification, the Village has to meet standards
established by the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State
Foresters including having a tree Board and staff in charge of tree care, having a Tree
Care Ordinance, an annual budget of at least $2 per capita for trees, and conducting
an Arbor Day Celebration. The Village consistently meets and exceeds these goals.
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Northview Bank & Trust
Northview Bank & Trust Executive Vice President
Jeff Thoelecke knows this community: He grew up in
Northfield and has been with the bank since 1995. This
local understanding helps him and his
team form honest relationships with
customers, something not easily found
at larger institutions.
His approach is to be a financial resource for
local families and business owners, as well
as to serve municipal partners, including
the Village of Northfield and the Northfield
Park District. In fact, these partnerships
have led to several collaborative initiatives
with community leaders over the years. The
bank has funded infrastructure, assisted with the annexation
of unincorporated neighborhoods, made improvements to
parks and schools, and sponsored community events.

Recently, with the help and support of the Village’s staff,
Trustees, and Commissions, Northview Bank & Trust opened
a brand new facility located at 1852 Willow Road, just west of
the Mariano’s grocery store. It’s at the corner
of Willow Road and Northfield Road, with its
own parking lot and a bank drive-up window.
This branch replaces a previous location at
1751 W. Orchard Lane, and the same staff
now offers the same quality customer service.
It’s the bank and Jeff’s commitment to serving
Northfield that make it a true community
bank. To learn more about how they can
help you, stop by the new branch at 1852
Willow Road, visit www.northview.com, or
speak with a local banker at (847) 441-1751.
Member FDIC-Northview Bank & Trust is a branch of
Northbrook Bank & Trust Company, N.A.

Northfield’s Big Red Rooster Flow Wins
Better Business Bureau of Chicago Torch Award for Business Ethics
Big Red Rooster Flow recently was awarded the highly-coveted Torch Award for Business Ethics by the Better Business Bureau
(BBB) of Chicago and Northern Illinois. Given to only eight businesses in Chicagoland, the Torch Award spotlights companies
that exemplify marketplace trust and excellence.
“The Torch Award is the most prestigious award the BBB can present to a business,” said Steve J. Bernas, president & CEO of the
BBB. “Torch Award winners demonstrate the highest ethical standards and trust with customers, business partners, shareholders,
and the communities in which they do business. Being a recipient of this award indicates the company not only believes in the
high standards promoted by the BBB, but consistently demonstrates and integrates them into daily business practices.”
Robert Mead, Partner at Big Red Rooster Flow said, “We couldn’t be prouder of getting recognized by the BBB for our
marketplace ethics. We take pride in operating each day at the highest levels of personal and professional integrity. Strong
relationships are built on mutual trust and for that reason we share this award with our long-standing customers and suppliers.
Thank you, BBB, for this tremendous distinction.”
Big Red Rooster Flow is a retail project management/program management firm that helps large, multi-site retail brands rollout
and maintain their image, remodels, and other retail initiatives nationally. They pride themselves on their best-in-class
service with a culture to match, cutting-edge technology, and an employee experience that enables all Roosters
to tap into their entrepreneurial spirit and create success. Their record of high growth, unsurpassed customer
satisfaction, and strong employee retention are evidence of their success in this endeavor.
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Community News
Camps
Looking for something for the kids to do this summer? With
Northfield Park District summer camps, you can sign up by the
day for a fun, safe, and memorable experience. Half-day and
full-day options are available but space is limited. All camps
will follow COVID safety guidelines and capacity limitations.
Register online at www.northfieldparks.org. Registration
closes at 2:00 PM on Wednesdays for the following week.
Market & Music Returns this Summer
The Northfield Park District is excited to announce that
Market & Music is back! Enjoy Wednesday evenings at
Clarkson Park from July 7 through August 18 with music,
a community market, food, and fun. Local businesses
and
non-profits
are
welcome
to
participate in the
Market.
Contact
Nada
Becker
at
the
Northfield
Park
District
for
information at (847)
446-4428.
Market
& Music will be
following
Illinois
Department of Public
Health and Center
for Disease Control
COVID guidelines.

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
3
5
10
18
18
31
1
2
14
15
15

May

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED

June

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

Clarkson Park Re-Opening Celebration
Save the date and join the community on Wednesday, June
23 from 6:00-8:30 PM for the official grand re-opening
celebration of Clarkson Park! Have fun with friends and
neighbors while you enjoy a concert by Panic at the
Costco, food and beverages by Stormy’s Tavern & Grille,
and see the new amenities which include a pavilion, band
shell, playground with a splash pad, pathways, seat walls,
and enhanced landscaping.

www.facebook.com/northfieldil
CANCELLED
7:00 PM
CANCELLED
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
President Greg Lungmus
Trustee Barnaby Dinges
Trustee Tracey Mendrek
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee Matt Galin
Trustee Tom Whittaker
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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