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Northfield News
President’s Message
At its most recent meeting, the Northfield Village Board
discussed two questions of importance to conservationists
and lovers of peace and quiet everywhere: whether the
Village’s tree preservation ordinance should be expanded,
and whether gas-powered leaf blowers should be banned in
the Village between mid-May and the end of September.

In the coming months, this issue will be studied by a Tree
Preservation Committee chaired by Village Trustee Charles
Orth, with a final recommendation going to the Village
Board for a vote. If you are interested in serving on this
committee, or would like to weigh in on the issue, contact
Trustee Orth at corth@northfieldil.org.

Prior to 2003, Northfield did not have a tree preservation
ordinance. One was enacted, however, after a homeowner
and a developer in other communities clear-cut their
properties of all trees in order to facilitate construction. A
relatively simple tree preservation ordinance was thereafter
enacted, with essentially no further amendment over the
next 18 years.

The Village Board will also soon consider whether to ban
gas-powered leaf blowers (GLBs) during the summer
months. This issue was brought to the Board’s attention
by Go Green Northfield. Who doesn’t love the foghornlike noise of leaf blowers coursing throughout the
neighborhood at 7:30 on a Saturday morning! The nearby
towns of Evanston, Glencoe, Highland Park, Kenilworth,
Wilmette, and Winnetka have all instituted seasonal
restrictions on the use of GLBs on residential properties.
Their ordinances allow landscapers to use cleaner and
quieter electric-powered leaf-blowers during the summer
months, and permit use of GLBs only during the spring and
fall cleanup seasons.

Our surrounding communities continued to move forward
on this front, however, affording their Village landscapes
decidedly more protection than Northfield chose to do.
For example, while under its current tree preservation
ordinance Northfield protects certain landscape trees in a
homeowner’s front and side yard setbacks, our neighboring
towns afford that same protection for specific heritage or
landmark trees no matter where on a homeowner’s property
that tree might be located. These heritage or landmark
trees might variously include elms, lindens, buckeyes,
ginkos, oaks, sugar maples, and other valued specimens.
Other Village’s arboreal practices which our Village Board
will consider include that neighbors be notified when a
protected tree is being removed; that border shrubs located
between properties be replaced when removed during
construction; and that tree and root pruning be performed
by Certified Arborists using best practices.
Why bother with these requirements? Northfield has
long been recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as
a Tree City. Residents are justly proud of the canopies of
trees stretching over every neighborhood. Trees enhance
property values. They produce oxygen, reduce air pollution,
reduce flooding and stormwater runoff, absorb noise,
enhance architecture, and provide food and protection for
birds and mammals. When we lose a heritage tree, it can
take up to 30 years or more to duplicate it.
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Even apart from the dreadful noise made by GLBs, their
emissions are highly toxic and polluting. GLBs kick up
dust containing pesticides and herbicides, spores, pollen,
tire residue, and heavy metals. Their use can be fatal
to insects living in the foliage, contributing to the huge
decline of insects in developed economies. With so many
of us working from home now, this is the right time for the
Village Board to consider this important issue. If you would
like to weigh in on this subject with the Village Board, go to
the Village website and follow the link that says Contact Us.
This is my final letter to you. After serving nine years as
a Village Trustee and four years as Village President, my
tenure with the Village will end this April. Thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to serve this great community
for the past 13 years.
Warmest regards,
Joan Frazier
Village President

361 Happ Road • Northfield, IL 60093 • 847.446.9200 • www.northfieldil.org

Volume 32 • Issue 2 • March/April 2021

A Farewell from Trustee Thomas Terrill
A farewell to my term in office and a note of appreciation
to my fellow Trustees. My respect for their personal talent
as Trustees and their resolutions of monthly problems, has
been very innovative.
Also including my appreciation for the Village staff, managed
by our Village Manager who is a great anticipator of potential
problems with solutions before they become problems.
My time of serving the Village has been very rewarding
with the personal relationships of staff, Village workers,
and Trustees. I’m gratified by the experience and my love
of the Village.

Upcoming Election
Don’t forget to register to vote in time for the April 6 General
Election! Four positions (Village President and three Trustees)
on the Village Board are on the ballot as well as a number of
positions on other governing boards, including school and
library districts. While national politics may dominate the
media, locally elected officials help shape many of the policies
and procedures that affect the day-to-day lives of individuals.

When I campaigned for the
position of Trustee I said,
“I don’t want to change
anything,” for the Village
seemed near perfect to
me. Thank you for the
experience.

A Farewell from Trustee John Goodwin
Serving as a Trustee on the
Village Board for the past
4 years has been both an
honor and a challenge in
some poignant ways.
I
had the privilege of serving
under the leadership of Joan
Frazier, who has devoted
over 12 years of service to the Village of Northfield. I have
also had the privilege of working with other village leaders
which includes Stacy Sigman, Steve Gutierrez, Melissa
Jewett, Kyle Cratty, Bill Lustig, Mike Nystrand and Buzz
Hill. I have learned a great deal from them as well as from
working alongside my fellow trustees.
Northfield is a very strong Village and it is a small, close-knit
community. To that end, at times the role of Village Trustee
required making difficult decisions that affected my friends
and neighbors. In such matters, I strived to be objective,
honest, fair and transparent and make informed decisions
I believed to be in the best interest of the greater good of
Northfield. I feel good about doing my civic duty as a 34year resident of Northfield and recommend this position to
everyone. The aspect of the job that I enjoyed the most
was walking around town and answering questions about
various aspects of Village government. To be honest, I also
liked touring the public works garage and getting to see
the impressive equipment that keeps this Village humming.
During my time as Trustee we have worked through a veryunique time in the history of the Village as we navigated
life during the COVID-19 pandemic. Again, through the
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leadership of Village Manager Sigman and President
Frazier we will exit this challenge as a stronger Village. I
also had the pleasure of serving as Trustee liaison to Go
Green Northfield and the Architecture Committees, where
work will continue with the next Village Board.
I am particularly proud of how the Vision Plan 2040 turned
out and applaud the many professionals and volunteers
who made this possible. The key themes highlighted in
this report are reasons why the Village of Northfield is and
will continue to be a great place to live and raise a family.
They include:
• Enhancing the Village Center
• Beautifying the office and industrial areas
• Preserve and protect the character of our residential
neighborhoods
• Connecting and completing bicycle and pedestrian networks
• Continue to impart community character and identity
The Skokie Valley Trail has been a 20-year endeavor with
many volunteers participating in this worthwhile journey.
I am pleased to report we are getting closer. Through
the tireless work of Melissa, to secure grant funding, and
dedicated residents who have made sure we “get it right”,
there is good reason to be optimistic that the SVT will
become a reality in the next couple of years. I look forward
to being on the first ride and perhaps stopping in for a cool
treat at a future Northfield ice cream shoppe.
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the Village and I look
forward to continuing to serve the Village in other capacities.
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Get to Know a Northfielder
Dinah Spadoni grew up on the
southwest side of Chicago.
After high school, she moved to
Tulsa, Oklahoma to attend the
Spartan School of Aeronautics.
There, she pursued her love of
flight and aviation and received
a degree in Applied Science
Aviation Flight.

Upcoming Workshop to Review
Proposed Budget
The Village Board invites all residents to join in reviewing
the proposed 2021-2022 fiscal year budget. At the Budget
Workshop, the proposed budget will be discussed, as well as
a review of the current 2020-2021 fiscal year budget, which
will end on April 30. The proposed budget is available for
review at Village Hall or at www.northfieldil.org/budget.

After graduating, she moved
back to Chicagoland. Her day
job was teaching people how
to fly airplanes while working at night dispatching for a
company that over-nighted paper checks to banks. Dinah
recognized that with the dawn of electronic banking and
E-checks, she was working in a dying industry and decided
to pivot careers. She used her flight dispatching skills to
transition to Police dispatching.
She started as a 911 Dispatcher for the Village of Northfield in
2001. In 2017, Dinah transitioned to the position of Records
Clerk. In addition to managing the Police Department’s
many records needs, she occasionally gets out of the office
to help with school crosswalks and special events. She says
her favorite part of her job is that it is always a challenge and
that she gets to help so many people.
Dinah has maintained her Pilot’s License and still flies.
She volunteers every year at the Experimental Aircraft
Association’s AirVenture event in Oshkosh and specializes
in the Warbirds section, which features military aviation
equipment from as far back as World War I. Dinah lives in
Downers Grove with her husband, Joe, and their cat, Piper.

The Budget Workshop will be March 2 at 6:00 PM. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, all Village meetings are being held
virtually. Visit www.northfieldil.org for the link to the online
meeting. If further discussion is needed, a second meeting
will be held on March 4 at 6:00 PM.

Community Events Sign
The Village maintains the community events sign at the
corner of Happ Road and Willow Road for local not-for-profit
organizations to post their event information. If you are
interested in reserving a space for your organization, you can
find the application by visiting www.northfieldil.org/sign.

Shop. Eat. Explore.
Find it in Northfield
Did you know that Northfield is now in Phase 4 of the State of
Illinois’ Restore Illinois Plan? This means restaurants are open
with appropriate social distancing between tables and salons
are open with 50% occupancy. Treat the family to dinner out
or surprise that special person with a spa day at their favorite
Northfield spot! Remember to support Northfield’s small
business community by shopping local!

Village-Wide Clean Up Day
Residents can dispose of old or unused items during VillageWide Clean Up Day on Saturday April 24. All items must be at
the curb by 7:00 AM. No hazardous waste, construction debris,
landscape waste, or appliances will be picked up. If you would
like to dispose of appliances, contact Waste Management at
(800)796-9696 to arrange for a special pickup.
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Keep Sidewalks Clear

Yard Waste Collection Season Begins

Did you know that it is illegal to park any part of your vehicle
on a public sidewalk? Even if your private driveway requires
you to drive over a sidewalk, you cannot park your vehicle
in your driveway with any part of the vehicle extending over
the sidewalk. This is dangerous and illegal because your
vehicle may be impeding the ability of pedestrians, those
with strollers, cyclists, runners, or people in wheelchairs to
travel safely on the sidewalk.

Waste Management’s first yard waste pickup of the season will
be April 6, with the final pickup on December 7. Yard waste
collection is an optional service and subscriptions roll over from
year to year. This service is available to residents for $105.09
for the 2021 season.
Paper leaf bags or garbage-type containers clearly marked
“yard waste” can be used. There is no limit to the number
of yard waste bags or containers residents can put at the curb
for collection. Acceptable materials include grass clippings,
leaves, garden materials, and branches up to two inches in
diameter and four feet in length. Branches set out for collection
must be tied with string made of natural fibers.
Do not put yard waste in unmarked garbage containers or in
plastic bags- it will NOT be picked up. To subscribe to yard
waste service, call Waste Management at (800)796-9696 or
visit www.wm.com.

National Prescription Drug and Vaping Device Take Back Day
On April 24, the Northfield Police Department will host
National Prescription Drug and Vaping Device Take Back
Day. Residents can bring unneeded prescriptions and vaping
devices (with batteries removed) to the Police Department
(350 Walnut Street) from 10:00 AM-2:00 PM for safe disposal.
Please note that needles, syringes, creams, and liquids cannot
be accepted.

The Environmental Protection Agency discourages flushing
unneeded prescriptions and over-the-counter drugs down
the toilet or drain unless the label or accompanying patient
information specifically instructs you to do so. This keeps
medicines from entering our waterways and harming the
environment and drinking water.

This event aims to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible
means of disposing drugs, while also educating about the
potential for abuse of medications. Studies show that a
majority of abused prescription drugs (including dangerous
opioids) are obtained from family and friends, including from
the home medicine cabinet.

Deer Sightings: If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood, please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Reduced Insurance Premiums Continue
Due to the hard work of the Community Development
Department, Northfield was recently recertified in the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Community Rating
System. The Village’s continued certification allows residents
up to a 15% discount on new overland flooding policies
or policy renewals through the National Flood Insurance
Program, depending on the location relative to the floodplain.
The recertification process requires an extensive report on
the Village’s ongoing flood hazard mitigation efforts. Contact
your insurance carrier to discuss your policy or for more
information about the National Flood Insurance Program and
the Community Rating System, visit www.floodsmart.gov.

Holiday Lights
Public Works staff recently took down the holiday lighting
and decorations. Northfield’s holiday lighting plan allows for
the annual re-use of many decorations, which is unique to
municipal lighting programs. The majority of communities and
contractors that string holiday lights on parkway trees remove
them by cutting them out of the tree.
Sanitary Sewer Lift Station Maintenance
Did you know that Northfield has three sanitary sewer lift
stations throughout the Village? These stations pump sewage
to a higher elevation so it can continue its journey to a treatment
plant using gravity. This winter, Public Works crews conducted
annual maintenance on the stations. Keeping these pumps in
great shape is important to ensure an efficient sewer system.
Public Works crews were very busy in January and
February with extreme winter temperatures and two
snowfalls of over ten inches each!
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Q&A with Linnea

A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!
Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. Many of us
found new hobbies or re-discovered old ones during
the pandemic. Gardening, harvesting, and enjoying the
produce have become quite the quarantine pastime. Here
are a few suggestions for a productive small space garden
for this coming gardening season:
• Choose a garden space that will receive 6-8 hours of sun a
day, and if possible, the space should be in a north-south
orientation. Also, make sure your hose reaches the area
and it is fenced.
• Blending in several inches of natural amendments such as
homemade compost, ground-up leaves, and/or composted
manure in spring and again in late fall enriches and lightens
your soil without resorting to chemical fertilizers.
• To maximize space in the garden, select smaller varieties
of vegetables.

• For early spring gardens, radish, lettuce, spinach, peas, and
carrot seeds can be scattered lightly in prepared soil.
• Grass clippings are great for keeping the weeds away.
• After May 15 and the danger of frost is past, you can plant
warm-season crops good for small gardens such as cherry
and patio tomatoes, peppers, bush cucumbers and beans,
and smaller eggplants.
• Most importantly, vegetables need constant, even moisture,
applied to their root zones. Tomatoes are especially sensitive
to extreme variations in soil moisture. To keep the garden
organic and sustainable, supplemental fertilizer should not be
necessary, as long as the soil is fertile and full of rich compost.

Curbside Composting Program
Do you want to become more
environmentally friendly, but don’t
know where to start? Try the curbside
composting program! Composting
is the natural process of recycling
organic waste and is the most
ecologically friendly way to dispose of
food scraps. Composting reduces greenhouse gases, diverts
materials from landfills, and creates a valuable nutrient-rich
soil additive.

commonly used to wrap scraps. All clean paper products
(cups, plates, napkins, etc.) should continue to be disposed of
in your recycling cart. Paper products that have food remnants
on them (pizza boxes, used paper towels, etc.) cannot be
recycled and should instead be composted.

Waste Management offers a voluntary subscription-based
curbside composting program to all Northfield homes.
Compost pickup runs every Monday during the yard waste
season from April 6, with the final pickup on December
7. Collected compostable materials are combined with
yard waste and are taken to the same facility for disposal;
however, unlike yard waste, compostable material must be
put into a Waste Management cart due to Health Department
regulations and animal concerns.

Composting Only
• Participants will receive a 35 gallon Waste Management cart.
• Service is $7.69 per month.
Composting AND Yard Waste
• Participants have the option of choosing a 35, 64, or 96
gallon Waste Management cart. You can continue using
paper bags or other containers for your yard waste, or can
comingle yard waste with your compost in a cart.
• You will continue to pay $105.09 for a season of yard
waste service, plus an additional $2.25 per month to
include composting.

Food scraps that are put loosely into your cart may attract
unwanted pests. Paper bags or newspaper are most

Compost program participants have priority access to free
compost for their gardens twice a year. To enroll in the
program and request a cart, contact Waste Management at
(800)796-9696. For other questions, contact the Village at
(847)784-3554.

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Heritage Trail Mercantile
“Inspiration Awaits” is the greeting at the entrance to
Heritage Trail Mercantile (HTM) in Northfield. This new
location is truly a renaissance of a business. The former
Heritage Trail Mall of Wilmette, founded by the Carlson
family, is now open under the innovative and professional
entrepreneurship of Lisa Carlson Chrisopolous.
HTM opened October 15, 2020
and despite opening in the midst
of a pandemic, customers have
felt comfortable coming to shop.
Their wide aisles, advanced air
filtration system, and readily
available hand sanitizers, lends
HTM to a comfortable and safe
shopping experience.
HTM showcases an eclectic,
unique blend of wares from 42
different vendors. The well-lit,
gallery-like setting is an expansive
resource for fine antique oil paintings and other original
artwork and sculpture. There is a wide variety of fine
furniture, both vintage and antique, in addition to unique
vintage home décor and lighting. Local designers often
shop at HTM to find that perfect one-of-a-kind piece for
their clients. Customers looking for a special gift have
a plentiful selection of fine jewelry, designer costume
jewelry, antique silver and porcelains to choose from.
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The vendors at HTM are knowledgeable, experienced, and
willing to assist customers as they shop. Many may be familiar
as owners of past and present local businesses; Redefined
Decor of Chicago, Dancing Bear Gallery and Dragonfly of
Evanston, Southern Manner Design, Haus of Winnetka, The
Quest of Wilmette, and their latest additions, Chicago Art
Dealer and EMC Antiques of Chicago.
Owner Lisa Carlson Chrisopolous
says, “Northfield is the perfect
location for my new business
venture. The community support has
been overwhelming.” They are very
excited to be in their new Northfield
home and invite you to come and
be inspired! HTM is open seven
days a week at 190-B Northfield
Road. Check them out online at
www.heritagetrailmercantile.com.
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Community News
Egg Hunt
Children ages 2-8 are invited to pre-register for the Northfield
Park District’s Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3 at 10:30 AM.
The Egg Hunt will take place outdoors behind the Northfield
Community Center. The event is free; however, due to
COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is limited and registration is
required. Sign up online at www.northfieldparks.org beginning
9:00 AM on March 1 for residents and March 15 for nonresidents. Masks are required during the event. Low enrollment
or inclement weather could result in cancellation.

2021 Summer Camp Registration is Open!
The Northfield Park District’s camp runs from June 14
through August 13 for ages 3 years old through 8th grade.
The Counselor in Training (CIT) program is open to those
entering 6th through 10th grade. See the camp guide online
at www.northfieldparks.org for program and registration info.
Camps offer ultimate flexibility allowing you to sign up
by the day! Half days and full days are available but don’t
delay. Save 10% with early bird pricing through March 31.
If you sign up for camp, then decide to fully withdraw,
you’ll get a full refund minus a $50 service fee per camper
through April 30. From May 1-28, a full refund is issued,
less a $100 service fee per camper. May 28 is the last day
to change/drop days in your camper’s schedule.
All camps will follow COVID safety guidelines and capacity
limitations. In order to mitigate the risk of cancellations,
maximum capacities are limited but may increase as
permitted by COVID guidance. Contact Vicki Heuer,
vheuer@northfieldparks.org, with questions.

Looking for a Summer Job?
The Northfield Park District is hiring part-time camp
counselors. The hours are 8:30 AM-3:00 PM, Monday-Friday
from 6/14/21 - 8/13/21. Applicants must be at least 15 years
old, and experience working with children is preferred. For
more information and to apply, see www.northfieldparks.org.

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
1
2
3
4
8
16
16
6
7
12
20
20
22
24

March

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Budget Workshop
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Budget Workshop (If Necessary)
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

April

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board
Village-Wide Clean Up Day
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www.facebook.com/northfieldil
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
CANCELLED
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield
361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM

President Joan Frazier
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Thomas Terrill
Trustee Greg Lungmus
Trustee Tom Whittaker
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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