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Northfield News
President’s Message
Happy New Year to all! I think I can safely say that we are
all happy and relieved to put 2020 behind us, as we eagerly
anticipate the coming months when we can safely put away
our masks and resume our normal way of life.
I want to offer my thanks to the Village’s first responders,
whose jobs compelled them this past year to continually
come into contact with people, even though each contact
potentially exposed them to a coronavirus infection. Thank
you to Chief Mike Nystrand, who heads the fire department,
the EMT staff, and the public works employees. Unlike those
of us who have been able to work from the safety of our
homes, Chief Nystrand and his staff continued their work
outside - responding to fires, transporting sick people to
hospitals, and fixing broken water mains and the like. We are
grateful to Chief Nystrand and his staff for their dedicated
service.
Similarly, Chief Bill Lustig and his officers, by the very nature of
their jobs, imperiled their health and safety by continuing to
respond to daily calls for police assistance and intervention.
We offer our deepest thanks to Chief Lustig and his staff for
their endless loyalty and dedication.

- we have only lost one business. Northfield continues to have
the lowest business vacancy rate in the Chicago area. We
welcomed new businesses to town, including Brightmont
Academy and Heritage Trail Mercantile. In addition, the
Josselyn Center underwent an attractive redesign of its
building, Northview Bank & Trust constructed a beautiful new
branch on Willow Road, and Taco Nano is in the process of
expanding its restaurant.
I urge you to do what you can to patronize our local
businesses, whether it be by doing your shopping there or by
purchasing gift cards. When we emerge from the pandemic,
we all want to find ourselves with the same vibrant Village
Center we have long enjoyed. Please do your part to help
make it happen.
May you and your family enjoy a healthy and happy New
Year.
Joan Frazier
Village President

I also want to thank all of the Northfielders and local businesses
who stepped up to help out when the pandemic struck –
seemingly all at once - and every town was scrambling for
supplies. It was heartwarming to find that even in the midst
of an extraordinarily difficult situation, so many businesses
and individuals recognized and responded to the need that
our first responders suddenly found themselves in. Many
local businesses came forward to donate desperately needed
personal protective equipment, including face masks, shields,
gloves, and hand sanitizer. In addition, many of our local
families banded together to provide ongoing meals to our
first responders. This was deeply appreciated.
I’m pleased to report that although 2020 was a seriously
challenging year for our businesses - especially our restaurants
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January 9 is National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day.
Please join us in thanking our outstanding Officers for
everything they do for our community!
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Public Parking

Did you know that Northfield has some of the best parking
on the North Shore, with over 340 public parking spaces
available? If ever faced with a full parking lot in front
of the Shops at
Northfield Square,
don’t forget about
the
abundance
of parking spots
available a short
walk across Happ
Road.
The walk to a number
of Village shops from
the public parking lots
is nothing compared
to the long walks often
faced at mall parking
lots and garages!

Vehicle Theft Prevention
When it comes to protecting your vehicles and valuables,
common sense is key. A majority of stolen vehicles are
unlocked and are simply crimes of opportunity. Often, keys are
left in the vehicle or the car has been left running in a driveway.
Even though it’s cold, never leave your vehicle running
while you run inside your home or a store—even if for only a
minute or two. Stolen vehicles and property can be avoided
by simply locking car doors, closing car windows, removing
valuables and taking keys out of the vehicle every time it is
parked in your driveway or on the street. It is also important
to lock the interior door from your home to the garage, to
prevent anyone with access to your garage door opener
from entering your home.

Alarm Permit Renewal

January is the time to renew your annual alarm permit! Per
the Village Code, if you have a burglar, medical alert, or fire
alarm system, you are required to have a permit. Permits are
available at www.northfieldil.org/alarm.
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Get to Know a Northfielder
Dick Knudson grew up in
Wilmette and graduated from
New Trier High School. After
graduation Dick found an ad
and applied to the Village
of Northfield as a part-time
Public Works employee. He
was hired in November of
1984 and in 1985 he was hired
full time. Dick also joined the
Northfield Fire-Rescue Department in 1985. Dick went
through numerous training classes to become a certified
Illinois Firefighter. This includes his Firefighter II and III,
FAE (fire apparatus Engineer), EMT-B (Emergency Medical
Technician), Hazardous Materials First Responder, Technical
Rescue Awareness, Fire officer I and II, Instructor I and II,
Tactics and Strategy I and II, Management I-IV, as well as
numerous FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency
certifications. Dick is currently the Assistant Director of
Public Works and a Captain of the Fire-Rescue Department.
Dick has lived in Northbrook for more than 25 years with his
wife Wendy, Son’s Kyle and Nicholas, and favorite Daughter
Emma. Dick sold the family’s home in Northbrook in 2019.
Dick and Wendy purchased a home in Tennessee where
they plan to live.
Dick has enjoyed his time working for the Village and
especially enjoyed the various things he does including,
repairing watermain breaks, plowing snow, responding to fire
calls, speaking to residents and much more. Dick always asked
his employees to treat residents like they are your family.
Dick will be retiring on February 3, 2021. His first plan is to
build a pole barn where he can “tinker” with all his projects.
He is looking forward to going on vacations and spending
more time with his wife and kids.
Working for the Village has been a great experience and
he has enjoyed working with and helping residents. Dick
will miss the fast paced environment and especially working
with a great group of people! The only thing Dick said he
regrets is leaving his wife and kids to
respond to Village emergencies and
missing numerous Family Events
and Holidays. His wife and kids
never complained and he is forever
grateful for that.
Dick is considering Volunteering
at his local fire department in
Tennessee.
Dick is leaving the
Village with over 36 years of very
fond memories and he will miss his
Northfield Family.
Deer Sightings: If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood,
please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Environmentally Friendly Snow and Ice Removal
Public Works took delivery of a 5000 Gallon tank that will be used
with our current tanks to mix Beet Heet (BH). Using liquid helps
reduce our dependence on rock salt. Below are the benefits.
When it comes to enhancing the overall performance of rock
salt and sodium chloride brine, the benefits of adding sugar
are far reaching and significantly more important than many
snowfighters realize. Below is a list of performance enhancing
benefits that sugar provides when added to rock salt and brine
in meaningful amounts.
1. The sugars in BH suppress the freeze
point of rock salt and brine.
2. The sugars in BH lower the effective
working temperature of rock salt and
brine.
3. The sugars in BH increase the ice melt
capacity of rock salt and brine.
4. The sugars in BH significantly reduce the
corrosion value of rock salt and brine.
5. The sugars in BH act as cryoprotectants. Cryoprotectants
slow down the rate at which melted snow and ice refreeze.
This is a huge benefit. Roadway surfaces are crowned so
precipitation will run off the roadway. Slowing down the
rate of refreeze a lot allows much more melted snow and
ice to run off the roadway surface before it refreezes.

Holiday Lighting Plan
The Holiday lights and decorations
went up and were turned on November
25th. You may have noticed the festive
holiday lighting in the Village Center.
Our approach to holiday lighting is
both beautiful and environmentally
conscientious. It will enable Public Works
to re-use the lighting and greatly reduce
the waste the Village sends to landfills.

6. Cryoprotectants also inhibit the formation of ice crystals.
Deicers and anti-icers containing sugar at meaningful
levels are significantly more effective at preventing frost
and ice formations.

The majority of communities and
contractors that string holiday lights on
parkway trees remove them by cutting them out of the tree.
A typical parkway tree is decorated with as many as 50 strands
of holiday lights, which get tangled throughout the windy
winter months. By the end of the season, it is impossible to
un-string the lights in a timely manner without harming the
tree. Decorators are left with no other option than to cut the
lights out and dispose of them.
Winterized Fire Hydrants
Curious minds may ask: Why can my house’s pipes freeze
in the winter, but fire hydrants that are
completely exposed to the cold never
seem to burst? The answer: our Public
Works crews work hard to winterize them!
Hydrants are connected to the water lines
seven feet below the ground by a vertical
pipe. Every fall, Public Works pumps out
these pipes to ensure the line doesn’t
freeze and the hydrant is available at a
moment’s notice for emergency use.

Page 3

7. The sugars in BH significantly strengthen and extend the
anti-bonding characteristics of rock salt and NaCl brine.
This is huge considering the costs of chiseling and melting
off bonded precipitation versus the costs of pealing off unbonded precipitation.
8. The sugars in BH significantly strengthen and extend the
residual effect of rock salt and NaCl brine. In fact, just
the leftover residue from BH treated rock salt acts as an
effective anti-icer at the next snow event.
9. The sugars in BH act as a tackifier. Pre-wetting rock salt
with a heavy, sticky tackifier reduces bounce and scatter
loss far more than pre-wetting agents containing little to
no sugar. When it comes to anti-icing, the longer an antiicer is held in the target area, the more ice it will melt in the
target area. Anti-icers with little to no sugar quickly dilute
out and are washed away, or they dry up and blow away.
10. The dark sugars in BH darken rock salt and brine which
increases their ability to absorb heat in the form of solar
radiation. If they absorb heat, they’re also emitting heat,
which significantly improves their ice melting capacity.
Even on cloudy days about 50% of the sun’s radiation
reaches the earth’s surface. Clear deicers like 32% CaCl2,
23.3% NaCl brine and deicers containing corn syrup do
not have this transforming ability.
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Q&A with Linnea

A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!

Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper.

This information has been utilized in forestry operations. It
has been confirmed that when clearcutting an area, if larger,
older trees are left better results are found with new crops.
This is due to the older trees having a more robust and
diverse mycorrhizal network to benefit the new trees.
Affectionately known as the Wood Wide Web:

After reading The Overstory friends have asked me ‘Do
trees really communicate and cooperate with each other?’
Research to answer this question has been on-going for
40 years. The answer can be found underground in the
soil. Fungi and trees form partnerships called mycorrhizas.
The mycorrhizal fungi promote extraction of phosphorus
and nitrogen from the soil to benefit the tree in exchange
for tree produced sugars. Perhaps most interesting is
the mycorrhizas connect trees to each other through the
fusing of roots. All trees in a forest are linked, even trees of
different species. Along with water, carbon and nutrients,
alarm signals and hormones are passed from tree to tree.
A chemical alarm system of defensive enzymes can be
sent from an older tree to a younger tree.

Have a question about plants that you’d like answered?
Send it to loneill@northfieldil.org, and we may feature it in our
next newsletter!

Don’t Forget to Recycle Your Live Trees and Wreaths!
Make sure to put your live trees and wreaths at your curb
for pickup on January 7 and 14 to ensure they are recycled.
Trees must not be bagged and cannot be decorated or taller
than six feet. Trees and wreaths will go to a yard waste and
composting facility, where they will decompose naturally and
become compost. Trees collected after the second week of
January will be treated as trash and sent to a landfill.

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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HOLIDAY LIGHTS
RECYCLING
DECEMBER 1 - JANUARY 31
Bring your lights & extension cords to the bins
outside the Community Center & Village Hall
Go Green Northfield
Northfield Park District
Village of Northfield
in partnership with Elgin Recycling
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: The Happ Inn
Located in the Village Center, The Happ Inn has become
a neighborhood staple known for its inviting and dynamic
atmosphere, fresh quality food, specialty craft beers and
diverse wine list. This award-winning restaurant is the perfect
place to meet friends and family for a casual dinner or to
grab a cold beer and quick bite while watching the game on
a flat screen TV in the bar.
The eclectic menu offers a variety
of comfort food including juicy
burgers, hand tossed wood-fired
flatbreads, Mexican specialties, the
“world famous” General Happ’s
Fried Chicken and healthy salads.
The restaurant also features many
delicious gluten-free options.
The pandemic forced them to pivot
in many different ways. They had to
be flexible and imaginative while
keeping morale high. They survived
the summer and autumn months with reduced indoor seating
and robust carryout, but especially with their tented covered
patio in the Village Square parking lot. Patrons enjoyed
dining al fresco with occasional live music and for a time it
seemed almost normal. They now offer a fresh air front patio
allowing them to seat a few tables with fresh air circulating
the room. For those that prefer to order in, their full menu is
available for carryout along with family meals and drink kits!
They want their patrons to know that The Happ Inn is taking
every precaution possible to create a safe environment for
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you and our staff. They have installed Plasma Air’s state-ofthe-art air filtration ionizers that use proactive air purification
technologies to deactivate airborne viruses safely.
They are also continuing to enforce the following safety
protocols, amongst many others, including checking the
wellness of their staff daily, wearing
masks at all times and hand washing
regularly, providing hand sanitizing
stations throughout the restaurant,
socially distancing and cleaning
between each seating, and more.
Above all else, The Happ Inn believes
in creating a home away from home
and recognizes that personalized
service and attention to detail is what
makes their customers, well, Happ-y.
We hope 2021 will bring back indoor
dining swiftly, but in the interim they
would love to see your masked faces
soon in their fresh air covered patio, but you can also support
them through carryout seven days a week.
Happ Inn is located at 305 Happ Rd in the Northfield Village
Square Mall. They are open for lunch 11:30am-2:30pm MonFri and for dinner 4:30-8pm Mon-Sun. Limited seating. Call
847-784-9200 for reservations or visit thehappinn.com. Also,
don’t forget about their sister restaurant Taco Nano located at
1743 Orchard Lane. Open Mon-Sat 11am-8pm for carryout.
Visit taconano.com or call 847-386-7159.
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Community News
Kindergarten Registration for 2021-2022
Registration is on Wednesday, January 20th from 3:00pm6:00pm and will be in person, socially distanced, at Middlefork
School. All students must have an appointment to register.
Please see website for registration.
All children should be five years of age by September 1, 2021,
to be eligible for the 2021-2022 school year. The registration
process begins with residency verification, the requirements
for which are outlined on the district webpage. Residency
verification is a necessary step for all families, including
those with older students currently registered in District
29. Additionally, parents or guardians of each prospective
kindergarten student must provide the child’s original birth
certificate (the school will make and retain a copy). Lastly, the
registration event is for parents and guardians; the prospective
student need not be present.

Be Part of the Heart of Northfield with the Clarkson Park
Brick Program
Renovation of Clarkson Park is underway and will be completed
in April 2021. The park will have a new playground, splash pad,
pavilion, band shell, rain garden, seat walls and paths that the
entire community will enjoy for decades. The Northfield Parks
Foundation is offering a unique and lasting opportunity to
recognize your family, a special individual, occasion or business
with a personalized, engraved brick. Bricks will be located
in the patio adjacent to the pavilion and are available in two
sizes, regular ($125) and large ($500), for a tax-deductible
donation. Bricks can be ordered at www.givebutter.com/
clarksonparkbricks. The order deadline is February 1.

Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce
Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce is currently
working on their community guide. They are asking all
members and not for profits to respond regarding the
accuracy of their listings. Please contact the office at 847-4464451 or email me at wcc@winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com
with changes or confirmations!
Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce would also like
to invite everyone to their virtual Business for Breakfasts.
They take place from 7:30 am to 9:00 am on the third
Wednesday of every month (January 20th and February
17th). There is a speaker and time for networking. It is a
great event!
Clarkson Park Ice Rink
Part of winter fun is outdoor ice skating. The Northfield Park
District hopes to be able to have the Clarkson Park seasonal
ice rink open as soon as safety issues with park construction
and the weather allow. Check the Park District’s website and
Facebook page to see if the ice rink is open or the flag outside
Clarkson Lodge (green flag if open/red flag if closed). The
warming house will not be open this season.

Shop Local
Looking for the perfect gift or a quick dinner? Find it in
Northfield!

Keep Healthy & Work Out at the Northfield Fitness Center
Stay fit with workouts at the Northfield Fitness Center. Members
and non-members are welcome at our friendly, convenient
facility located inside the Northfield Community Center. A
variety of memberships are available at great rates or you can
pay per time. To use the Fitness Center, reserve a time online;
each time slot is 1 hour long with a 30 minute closure between
slots for Park District staff to disinfect all the equipment and
high-touch areas.
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Thanks to our Board
and Commission Members!
On behalf of all Northfield residents, we extend our appreciation to the following residents for their service to the community:
Village President Joan Frazier
Board of Trustees
Todd Fowler
John Goodwin
Greg Lungmus
Charles Orth
Thomas Terrill
Tom Whittaker
Architectural Commission
Tev Bond, Chair
Andy Bowyer
Barnaby Dinges
Joe McInery
Patricia Morrell
Nancy Nazarian
Kathryn Talty
Board of Police Commissioners
Richard Joutras, Chair
Kirk Bennett
Nancy Whiteman

Plan & Zoning Commission
Bill Vaselopulos, Chair
Todd Berlinghof
Connie Berman
Thomas Bolling
Dan deLoys
Kathy Estabrooke
Steven Hirsch
Bill Kelly
Tracey Mendrek
Police Pension Board
Kenneth E. Smith -President
William Lustig
Tom Hanus
Gordon Scott
Donald Whiteman

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

January

VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeal Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

1
3
8
16
16

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
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February

January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15
July 20
August 17
September 21
October 19
December 7

Zoning Board of Appeals
Richard Crotty, Chair
Cheryl Charnas
James Appel
Robert Hayward
Christine Geraghty
Bert Getz, Jr.

Calendar of Events
1
4
6
11
19
19

Village Board Meeting
Schedule for 2021
Village Board meetings are held the third
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM, with
the exception of the December meeting.

7:00 PM
CANCELLED
CANCELLED
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield
361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
President Joan Frazier
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Thomas Terrill
Trustee Greg Lungmus
Trustee Tom Whittaker
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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