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Northfield News
President’s Message
As the holiday season approaches, we look forward with
hope and optimism that a COVID-19 vaccine is in the offing
and that one day soon we can all resume our former way of
life. Until then, please stay safe and follow the advice to wash
your hands, watch your distance, and wear your face mask.
Skokie Valley Trail
At our October Village Board meeting, the Board reached
two decisions of note. First, the Board decided to move
forward with the creation of a multi-modal bicycle/walking
trail on and adjacent to the Village-owned right of way (ROW)
behind Happ Road. This project, called the Skokie Valley Trail
(SVT), has been on the Village’s to-do list for over 20 years,
but it stalled a number of times over the question where
precisely to put the trail. Last year, Happ Road neighbors
persuaded the Board that the SVT should not prevent them
from using the Village ROW as a nature trail.
After investigating other options, however, the Board found
that it was possible to build the SVT on the Com Ed ROW
and the eastern portion of the Village ROW, thus preserving
use of the Village ROW as a nature trail while also permitting
construction of the SVT trail.
Once Northfield’s portion of the SVT has been completed,
together with a few other missing links along the trail, the
SVT will run all the way from Lake Bluff to Chicago and will be
a great venue for exercise and relaxation for walkers, runners,
and cyclists. At present, the Village has grant funding to pay
for the final engineering of the plan. The actual construction
of the plan, however, will depend on private fund-raising.
Thank you to Melissa DeFeo Jewett for her yeoman efforts in
organizing this project, and to Village Trustee John Goodwin
for his help and support of the project.
Cannabis Dispensary
The Village Board voted at our last meeting to direct the
Planning and Zoning Commission to review an ordinance
permitting cannabis dispensaries in two limited locations in
Northfield.
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There are two principal reasons why the Board reached this
decision. First, when the Board originally considered in 2019
whether to permit cannabis dispensaries, it decided to wait
a year and review the experience of other municipalities
who moved forward with allowing dispensaries. As you may
know, this year cannabis dispensaries were opened in nearby
villages including Northbrook and Skokie. Study of these
municipalities’ experience over the past year showed that
they did not experience any problems with crime, parking,
or traffic.
The second reason underlying the Board’s decision is that
the sales tax deriving from the sale of recreational cannabis –
which after all is already widely available across the northern
suburbs – has the potential to help offset the serious decline
in revenue from sales tax and government sources that our
Village has experienced since the pandemic began. Since its
legalization in Illinois in January, 2020, the sale of cannabis
has been incredibly brisk, with more than half a billion
dollars in sales realized in the past ten months. This year
alone, Skokie anticipates that it will realize from $450,000
to $550,000 in local cannabis sales tax revenue, and Buffalo
Grove estimates that it will receive approximately $600,000
in sales tax revenue from the same source.
The Village Board will ask the Planning and Zoning
Commission to limit the location of dispensaries to Waukegan
and Frontage Roads, to make them special uses, and to
stipulate their distance from schools, day care centers, and
places of worship.
The Village Board will hold a final vote on this issue at its
January 19 hearing. Thank you to Village trustee Tom
Whittaker for following this issue over the past year and for
presenting the results of his study to the Board.
May each of you enjoy a happy and healthy holiday season
with family and friends.
Joan Frazier
Village President
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Leaf Season

Holiday Waste Collection Schedule

Autumn is here, and so are
the leaves! Shredding leaves
with a mulching mower and
leaving them on your lawn
to decompose is the most
environmentally
friendly
option for disposal. This will
enhance your soil with valuable
nutrients and act as a natural
weed control agent. Please
do not rake or blow leaves into
the street, as this can create
safety issues and clog storm
drains and pipes.

Refuse and recycling collection will be delayed by one day
the weeks of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.
The last day for yard waste and compost collection will be
November 30.

Thanks to our Board
and Commission Members!
On behalf of all Northfield residents, we extend our
appreciation to the following residents for their service to
the community:

Free Safety Seat Check
Did you know the Police Department offers free child
safety seat installations? The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration estimates that up to 46% of safety
seats
are
improperly
used or installed, which
can lead to serious injury
in an accident. Call the
Police Department at
(847)446-2131 to schedule
an
appointment
with
a certified safety seat
installer, and they can walk
you through the proper
installation
techniques.
Safety seat checks are
$50 for non-Northfield
residents.

Toys for Tots
Kickstart the holiday season by donating to Toys for Tots!
Please bring unwrapped toys to the Fire-Rescue Facility
(1800 Winnetka Avenue) or Village Hall (361 Happ Road)
Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM-4:00 PM November
16- December 18. Toys for Tots helps less fortunate children
in our community experience the joy of the holidays. Thank
you for your generosity!

Village President Joan
Frazier
Board of Trustees
Todd Fowler
John Goodwin
Greg Lungmus
Charles Orth
Thomas Terrill
Tom Whittaker
Architectural Commission
Tev Bond, Chair
Andy Bowyer
Barnaby Dinges
Joe McInery
Patricia Morrell
Nancy Nazarian
Kathryn Talty
Board of Police
Commissioners
Richard Joutras, Chair
Kirk Bennett
Nancy Whiteman

Plan & Zoning Commission
Bill Vaselopulos, Chair
Todd Berlinghof
Connie Berman
Thomas Bolling
Dan deLoys
Kathy Estabrooke
Steven Hirsch
Bill Kelly
Tracey Mendrek
Police Pension Board
Kenneth E. Smith
Gordon Scott
Donald Whiteman
Zoning Board of Appeals
Richard Crotty, Chair
Cheryl Charnas
James Appel
J. Patrick Doherty
Robert Hayward
Christine Geraghty
Bert Getz, Jr.

North Happ Road On-Street Parking
Parking is not allowed on the west side of North Happ
Road. Parking is limited to the east side of the road, with
permit only. Permits can be obtained by calling the Police
Department at (847)446-2131.

Village Board Meeting Schedule for 2021
Village Board meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 PM, with the exception of the December meeting.
January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20

May 18
June 15
July 20
August 17

September 21
October 19
December 7

DID YOU KNOW? – It is against the Village Code to park on any Village street or in any
Village parking lot between 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM. Violators can be cited.
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Snow and Ice are on the Way!
Snow and Ice Control Plan
The Public Works Department uses a Snow and Ice Control
Plan to ensure that roads and critical sidewalks remain
passable during winter’s unpredictable weather. A number of
Village departments work together to monitor local weather
forecasts and track road conditions. The Snow and Ice
Control Plan includes one salting and eight plowing routes.
Public Works crews begin plowing when snowfall reaches
two inches of accumulation and attempt to remove snow
during slow traffic hours.
During average snowfalls, crews attempt to clear and salt
streets and parking lots within four hours. If the forecast
indicates long periods of snow and large amounts of
accumulation, crews plow in intervals to prevent accumulation.
After routes are plowed, all major Village streets, intersections,
and slippery spots are salted.
Sidewalks in the central business district and along school
routes are also cleared as part of the Plan. Northfield crews
only clear Village streets, and residents on private streets are
responsible for contracting independently for snow removal.
The Village is always looking for ways to improve services
and reduce our impact on the environment. Public Works
proactively pretreats roads with a salt brine and beet juice
mixture before snow and ice events to increase the effective
temperature range of the salt, ensure less is applied, and
reduce the amount scattered off the roadway. Public Works
has also focused on improving the efficiency of the mechanical
removal of snow and ice prior to salt treatment to reduce the
amount of salt needed. With these innovative methods, we
can assure more efficient salt usage and less impact on the
environment, while maintaining a high level of public safety.
Snow Removal Responsibilities
The Village is only responsible for plowing local streets.
If you have a concern regarding snow plowing on one
of these streets, contact the Public Works department at
(847)441-3810.
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) maintained
roads include Willow, Waukegan, the Eden’s Expressway,
and Hibbard (Willow to Illinois). IDOT can be reached at
(847)705-4227.
Contact the Cook County Highway Department at (847)8271164 for snow plowing concerns regarding Sunset Ridge,
Wagner (south of Willow), Winnetka, West Frontage, East
Frontage, Happ (Willow to Illinois), Orchard (West Frontage
to South Happ and East Frontage to Linder), and Linder
(north of Orchard).

Deer Sightings: If you see deer in your yard
or neighborhood, please let us know by visiting
www.northfieldil.org/request.
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Snow Parking Restrictions
To allow for safe and
effective snow plowing,
during a snowfall of three
or more inches, vehicles
cannot be parked along
any roadway or Village
parking lot. Vehicles that
are not moved will be towed
at the owner’s expense.

This winter, please be a good neighbor
by shoveling and de-icing your sidewalks.
Your neighbors thank you!

Get to Know a Northfielder
Brandon Schipfer is a lifelong
Northfielder. He grew up in Northfield,
graduated from New Trier High School
and lives here with his family. When he
was young he had a lawn business with
his brother called The Schipfer Brothers.
He also worked in his dads cleaners in
Wilmette. Brandon learned about a
Northfield job opening from his lifelong
friend and neighbor. He started as a laborer in December 2006.
Brandon is currently working as an equipment operator for public
works and firefighter/ paramedic for the fire department. Even
though the job titles are separate they are pretty intertwined.
Brandon’s favorite part of his job is that every day is different.
One day he could be down in a hole repairing a water main
break. Another day he could be up in a bucket truck taking down
a tree. He could also be hopping on the fire truck always ready
to help the people of Northfield. Most of the residents do not
know that all full time public works employees are also members
of the fire department. It’s an added benefit to the residents that
they are out on the streets daily able to respond and help people
in real time. Brandon said that the people he works with are very
smart individuals and are able to adapt to whatever situation
they are thrown into. Northfield has their very own Superheroes.
Brandon lives in Northfield with his wife
Katie, son Bentley, daughter Iris and
dog Quinn. When he is not working he
enjoys home improvement projects,
trying new restaurants and playing
with his kids. He likes to spend time off
with family. They enjoy going to Iowa
and visit his in-laws farm as much as
possible. “There is nothing better than
being able to hang out with my best
friend and our children on the farm. It’s
the best feeling!”
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HOLIDAY LIGHTS
RECYCLING
DECEMBER 1 - JANUARY 31
Bring your lights & extension cords to the bins
outside the Community Center & Village Hall
Go Green Northfield
Northfield Park District
Village of Northfield
in partnership with Elgin Recycling
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Frontage Road Water Main Project Completed
The Village recently finished lining one of the Village’s most
break-prone sections of pipe, 615 feet of water main located
along Frontage Road. The Village continues to look for
innovative ways to reduce the cost of pricey water main repairs,
which can cost up to $2 million per mile. This project involved
a method that is quickly gaining popularity- lining damaged
water mains. This technique rehabilitates existing mains by
cleaning the pipe and then lining the walls of the main with a
hardened synthetic fiber tube.

Sidewalk Improvements
As part of the Village’s annual Sidewalk Replacement Program,
we survey the community for hazardous public sidewalks and
curbs that are in need of repair or replacement. This fall,
2,900 square feet of new sidewalk was laid to ensure safe and
walkable routes for pedestrians.

New Roof
A new roof was recently installed at the Fire-Rescue and
Public Works Facility. The old roof was installed in 1995 and
was well past its 20-year life expectancy. It was in extremely
poor condition, leaking in numerous areas and causing water
damage to the roof insulation and interior of the facility.

Sewer Root Control
Did you know that the Village conducts regular sanitary
sewer maintenance to manage tree root growth? Roots
are attracted to water vapor that escapes through tiny
cracks or loose joints in sewer pipes, causing roots to move
towards and penetrate these small openings. Once roots
enter the pipe, they feed off the water and begin to grow
inside the pipe. This continues throughout the winter, even
when trees appear to be dormant. The Village regularly
treats sanitary sewer lines for roots to prevent blockages
and the damage they cause. This year, roughly 4,500 linear
feet of pipes were treated.
While we continue to
relish the beautiful autumn
days, Public Works has
already begun prepping
the Village’s snow fleet
for the coming snow and
ice season!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Brightmont Academy
Brightmont Academy, a one-student-to-one teacher school,
has opened a new campus on September 23, 2020 at
1799 Willow Road in Northfield. Brightmont gives students
personalized instruction and greater opportunities for
academic success. Offering 6th12th grade courses and reading
intervention and math skill building
for K-12, the Northfield campus
is one of the two new locations in
Illinois and its unique architecture
and design makes it a standout
amongst Brightmont’s 16 locations
nationwide.
Brightmont Academy is a nationally
accredited private school that offers
a flexible, customized learning
alternative to traditional schools.
One experienced instructor works
with one student throughout every learning session. Students
can attend full time and earn a high school diploma, take
courses to earn credit, build foundational academic skills,
and receive tutoring support.
“Brightmont Academy supports students and their ability to
rise to their academic potential and boost their self-esteem
by individualizing the learning process with one-to-one
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instruction,” says Karen Buckner, President of Brightmont
Academy. This alternative model has been effective at
Brightmont for more than 20 years. Students connect with
their teachers in the one-to-one setting and make significant
academic progress while gaining
self-confidence. Brightmont serves
students with a range of learning
needs including those who have
learning differences, those who
want to accelerate their studies and
those whose needs aren’t met in
traditional schools. The safe learning
environment and supportive teachers
at Brightmont are integral to the
emotional well being of all students,
including those with anxiety and /
or depression or those who have
been bullied. Flexible scheduling
is offered to students year round, and students can start at
any time. This additional customized aspect of the student’s
academic program allows them to balance other priorities
outside of school.
Grand Opening Open House on November 19, 2020 from
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. For more information, please contact Karen
Buckner at 254-518-0074 or visit us at 1799 Willow Road
in Northfield.

361 Happ Road • Northfield, IL 60093 • 847.446.9200 • www.northfieldil.org

Volume 31 • Issue 6 • November/December 2020

Q&A with Linnea

A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!
Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. She recently
received the following question from a concerned
Northfielder:
“How can I protect my trees during construction projects?”
The Village requires protection of trees in the parkway and
your front and side yard setbacks during construction. All
homeowners should be part of the construction planning
process including trees in their entire yard with their
contractor and arborist.
Damage is caused by grade change, utilities, compaction,
excavation and new pavement. The worst damage
happens below ground. Roots are one of the most vital
parts of a tree. They are responsible for nutrient and water
uptake, store energy, and anchor the plant. Because they
are so important, it is critical that you protect roots that lie
in the path of construction. Approximately 90-95 percent
of a tree’s root system is in the top three feet of soil, and
more than half is in the top one foot.
Here are some helpful hints:
1. Hire a contractor that has experience with protecting trees
and hire an arborist to work with the contractor
2. The arborist will prepare a tree inventory and a tree
protection plan
3. The plan will include indicating the critical root zones and
protecting them with mulch, root pruning, limb pruning
and watering
4. Tree protection fencing (usually orange snow fencing) is
used to protect the tree critical root zone. The fence is not
to be moved and the construction job can be stopped if
the fences come down.
It may take three years for damage to the tree to appear.
Symptoms include dieback in the top of the tree, yellowing
foliage and sparse foliage. To help the tree Prune the
crown to compensate for stress. Mulch with organic
material, such as woodchips or shredded bark and water
during dry periods.
Have a question about plants that you’d like answered?
Send it to loneill@northfieldil.org, and we may feature it in
our next newsletter!

Pollinator Garden Progress

The Village of Northfield received an
Openlands 2018 ComEd Green Region
50/50 grant in 2018. The Village contracted
Tall Grass Restoration to prepare the site,
plant and maintain the plantings.
At the beginning of 2019 Tall Grass
removed weeds and woody invasive plant
material. Spring brought site preparation,
seeding and erosion control. The sign below was installed
and Tall Grass did site visits for maintenance.
In 2020 a few shrubs and many perennial plugs were added.
The picture above is from mid-October, 2020. The grasses,
Virginia Wild Rye and Canadian Wild Rye, were seeded in 2019.
The asters, New England Aster and Sky Blue Aster, were from
plugs. Other plants we noticed included: Common Milkweed,
Butterfly Weed, the seed heads of Pale Purple Coneflower and
Purple Coneflower and Blue-stemmed Goldenrod.

Pumpkin Composting

Did you know that pumpkins are a fruit and are made of 90%
water? When your pumpkin’s life on your front porch is over,
don’t throw it in the garbage! Pumpkins (and other organic
material like food scraps and yard waste) thrown in your
garbage are sent to a landfill, where it decomposes without
oxygen and produces methane gas-a greenhouse gas that is
25 times more potent than carbon dioxide!
Go Green Northfield, the Northfield Park District, and the
Village are partnering to compost those pumpkins instead!
Pumpkins are full of nutrients that make great compost for
the garden. Drop your pumpkin off in the dumpster located
in the parking lot of the Community Center (401 Wagner
Road) November 1-15. Painted pumpkins will be accepted,
but make sure to remove any non-organic decorations, such
as candles and googly eyes!

Recycle Your Live Holiday Trees and Wreaths

Waste Management will pick up live trees and wreaths at your
curb the first two weeks of January. If you’re going out of
town and need to dispose of your tree before January, the
Northfield Park District, in partnership with Nels Johnson Tree
Care, offers a tree drop off in the Community Center parking
lot from December 18 through January 4.
Trees must not be bagged and cannot be decorated or taller
than six feet. Trees that are recycled will go to a composting or
chipping facility, where they will produce a useful end-product.
Make sure to recycle your tree! Trees collected by Waste
Management after the second week of January will be treated
as trash and sent to a landfill.

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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Community News
Letters to Santa
Write to Santa Claus! Santa will be
accepting letters from November
16 until 4:00 PM on December 11.
He will write back and let children
know that he received their
requests. Please make sure your
return address is printed clearly.
Santa will be very busy making
toys and checking his list twice,
and will not be able to answer any letters after December
11. Drop your letters in Santa’s mailbox in the lobby of the
Northfield Community Center and they will forward them to
Santa, or send them to:

Red Invitation Sale – December 6

You’ll find something for everyone at the Winnetka-Northfield
Chamber of Commerce’s Red Invitation Sale! There’s plenty to
find for label lovers and bargain hunters alike. Whether you’re
looking for upscale pet accessories, toys, sophisticated home
décor, or the trendiest in fashions, shop local! Some stores
will be open as early as 10:00 AM on Sunday, December 8.
Watch for your red invitation in the
WINNETKA-NORTHFIELD
mail during the week of Thanksgiving!
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com
Check your invitation or www.
winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com for
exact hours and promotions.

Santa
c/o Northfield Park District
401 Wagner Road
Northfield, IL 60093

holiday
market
OPEN AIR

Saturday Nov. 28, 10am to 4 pm
Sunday Nov. 29, Noon to 4pm
Saturday Dec. 5, 10am to 4pm
Sunday Dec. 6, Noon to 4pm

Winnetka Village Hall South Parking Lot
Corner of Oak and Green Bay (510 Green Bay Rd)

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
2
9
26
27

1
1
2
14
24
25

November

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED

December

Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
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www.facebook.com/northfieldil
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield

5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
President Joan Frazier
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Thomas Terrill
Trustee Greg Lungmus
Trustee Tom Whittaker
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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