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Northfield News
President’s Message
Dear Northfielders,
We’ve never had a school year quite like the one starting
now, as every student and parent well knows. Whether your
student is returning to the classroom or learning remotely,
remember that our students cannot successfully return to
traditional classroom learning unless we make a community
commitment to the health and well-being of everyone. Please
continue to remember the three W’s: wash your hands, wear
your face mask, and watch your distance.
At our August meeting, the Village Board again discussed
the possible alignment of the Skokie Valley Trail north
of Willow Road. Our staff and engineers are reviewing
another route that would align the path on the east edge
of the Village-owned right-of-way adjacent to the Fields
Auto parking lot. This option would leave the “Nature
Trail” undisturbed, and will be discussed at the October
20 Committee of the Whole meeting.
To view the
engineer’s report and for meeting log-in information, visit
www.northfieldil.org/svt as the meeting approaches.
With the advent of warm
weather, the North Shore
again saw an increase
in car burglaries. The
common thread in each
case has been that the
car owner left his or
her car unlocked. In
some cases, wallets,
computers, and even car
keys have been left in
plain sight in unlocked
vehicles. This has made
it easy for burglars to
quickly commit their crimes and in fact has perpetuated the
commission of these offenses. Please help us deter these
burglaries by the simple expedient of locking your car doors.
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Have you received a letter or debit card in the mail from
the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES) even
though you did not file an unemployment claim? If so, you
may be a target of fraud. For more information, contact
IDES at (800) 814-0513.
Please complete your Census form if you have not done so
already. This information is critical not only to the amount of
funding that Northfield receives from the State and Federal
governments, but also to your representation in Congress. If
you no longer have the Census form that was mailed to your
home, you can report your count by calling (844) 330-2020
before the nationwide cutoff date of September 30.
Based on regional COVID-19 infection data, adjustments to
Halloween trick-or-treating in the neighborhoods may be
necessary. Check the Village’s website www.northfieldil.org for
more information as Halloween approaches. Meanwhile, enjoy
the beauty of the turning leaves this season.
Joan Frazier
Village President
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Huge thanks to all of the families that participated in the Northfield Park
District and Village of Northfield’s first 4th of July Lawn Decorating Contest!

The Barton Family

The Bell Family
The Challenger Family

The Case Family

The Davis Family

The Hauff Family

The McInery Family

The Neville Family

The Oliver Family

The Tideman Family

The Racine Family

Their festive lawns brought many smiles to the Northfielders that
biked, walked, and drove around town to see the decorations!
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Vision Plan 2040 Adopted
At its July Board meeting, the Northfield Village Board ratified
adoption of Vision Plan 2040, a comprehensive plan that will
guide Northfield’s future for the next 20 years. This plan is
the work of a Steering Committee composed of dedicated
residents from across our community, including the following:
Greg Lungmus, Thomas Terrill, Tom Roszak, Jane Goldenberg,
Tev Bond, Bill Vaselopulos, Cheryl Charnas, Tracey Mendrek,
Steve Bickford, Betsy Harootyan, Sharyn Galindo, Nancy
Detlefsen, Adelbert Spaan, Frank Charhut, John Cherveny,
Jonathan Don, Joanne Fischer, John Green, Eilene Isaacs,
Ruth Lucchesi, and Nancy Nazarian. The Steering Committee
met multiple times over the past year and a half to provide
input, sift through planning concepts, and ensure that the final
plan encompassed a forward-looking vision of the Village’s
future without disturbing the small-town character that our
community cherishes. The Village thanks each committee
member for their vital contributions.
Important input to Vision Plan 2040 was also provided by
Village Manager Stacy Sigman, Community Development
Director Steve Gutierrez, and Director of Administrative
Services Melissa DeFeo.
If you are interested in reviewing Vision Plan 2040, visit
www.northfieldil.org/visionplan.

Village-Wide Clean Up Day Rescheduled
Residents can dispose of old or unused items during the
rescheduled Village-Wide Clean Up Day on Saturday, October 3.
All items must be at the curb by 7:00 AM. No hazardous waste,
construction debris, landscape waste, or appliances will be picked
up. If you would like to dispose of appliances, contact Waste
Management at (800)796-9696 to arrange for a special pickup.
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Thanks to the Country Gardeners of Northfield!
The
beautiful
landscaping you’ve
seen this summer in
the Village Center
is thanks to the
work of the County
Gardeners
of
Northfield. It is no
small feat to plan,
install, and maintain the plantings
currently on view at various
locations, including the Civic Events
sign, Inspiration Point, Library, Police
Station, and Village Hall.
The
Country
Gardeners
of
Northfield launched in 1952 and
has been helping to beautify
Northfield for 68 years. The club
has about 35 active members who help enhance the Village
each year with seasonal plantings. Members work closely
with another garden club in town, The Northfielders, to
beautify our Village.
The landscaping was planted and maintained this year by
Jean Huyler, Mary Rhodes, and Elaine Vogel, who make up
Country Gardeners’ Civic Committee. The club’s Steering
Committee, which approved the garden project, includes
Patti Bach, Beth Mikel, Suzanne Schneiter, Sandy Ritterson,
Jen Laird, and Lee Tomic.
The Village thanks each of these gardeners for their hard work!

361 Happ Road • Northfield, IL 60093 • 847.446.9200 • www.northfieldIL.org

Volume 31 • Issue 5 • September/October 2020

Disasters Don’t Wait. Make Your Plan Today.
September is National Preparedness Month, which provides
an important annual reminder to prepare you and your family,
should a disaster occur. This year’s theme is: “Disasters Don’t
Wait. Make your Plan Today.” Here are some tips on how to
keep you and your family safe when disaster strikes:

Make emergency kits. Have one for home, one for the
office, and one for your car. Include a backpack or duffle
bag with a flashlight, non-perishable food, water, batterypowered radio, first aid kit, important medication, and more.
For a full list of recommended items, visit www.Ready.gov/Kit.

Know where to get important information.
• Visit www.Smart911.com to sign up for alerts and complete
your Safety Profile. A Safety Profile allows individuals to
link both home and work addresses to mobile phones and
provide any additional information they would like first
responders to be aware of, including medical conditions,
pets in the home, vehicle details, and emergency contacts.

Have a communication plan. Your family might not be
together when disaster strikes, so plan how you will contact
each other. Keep a list of important phone numbers, and
designate an out-of-town relative or friend for everyone to
call in case local phone lines are jammed.

• During an emergency, the Village’s homepage
www.northfieldil.org is frequently updated with important
information. Watch for a flashing “Alert” bar at the top of
the page.
• Subscribers to the Village’s electronic news Notify Me
receive email updates during an emergency. Visit the
Village’s website to subscribe.

Learn life-saving skills to protect your family and home.
Taking the time to learn how to conduct CPR and first aid
could be a literal lifesaver. Also, know how to take practical
safety steps like shutting off your home’s water and gas lines.
Check your insurance policies and coverage. Northfield
is a member of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s Community Rating System, which allows residents
a 15% discount on new overland flooding policies or policy
renewals. Contact your insurance carrier to discuss your
policy and ensure you have adequate coverage should
disaster strike.

• The Village has two outdoor warning sirens that can be
used during emergency events. The siren will emit a tone
and verbal instructions. If you hear the tone but miss the
alert, visit the Village website for more information.
• “Like” and “Follow” the Village of Northfield on Facebook
and Twitter for frequent updates.

Where Do Your Property Taxes Go?
Did you know that for every dollar you pay in property taxes, the Village receives approximately 11.6 cents?
(Percentages vary slightly by township, school district, and park district)
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Right-of-Way Use
Did you know that anyone wishing to use Village rightof-way must demonstrate a compelling need and
enter into a formal license agreement? As part of their
review of license requests, the Board will consider the
impact on surrounding properties with regard to storm
water runoff, screening, noise, light intrusion, right of
access, and liability. Licensees will be required to insure
against and hold the Village harmless from any liability
associated with the proposed private use. Driveways,
mailboxes, and sprinkler systems are exempt from the
licensing policy as long as they are installed in compliance
with the Code. The policy is available for review at
www.northfieldil.org/ROWPolicy.

Get to Know a Northfielder

Do you live adjacent to a Village-owned right-of-way?
Disposal of trash or yard waste on Village-owned property
impedes storm water drainage and is a violation of Village
Code. If you have disposed of anything on the Village’s
property, please remove it immediately. If you see
someone dumping on the Village’s property, please let us
know by calling (847) 784-3551.

Clarkson Park Renovation to
Break Ground This Fall
The Northfield Park District has announced that the
renovation of Clarkson Park is set to begin this fall. At their
August 24 board meeting, the Northfield Park Board of
Commissioners awarded contracts for the construction of a
new playground with an ADA accessible surface, a splash
pad, replacement of the existing pavilion, a rain garden,
and a bandshell. The Park District is pleased to be able to
provide these enhancements to Clarkson Park, which were
identified as a top priority in the Comprehensive Strategic
Plan and by the community. For project updates, visit
www.northfieldparks.org and follow them on Facebook.

Jesus Rocha grew up in the western Chicago suburbs
and graduated from Proviso West High School. After
graduation, he was drawn to law enforcement and public
service. He served as a Reserve Police Officer for the Cicero
Police Department for three years and as a 911 Dispatcher
for the Maywood Police Department for four years.
In 2007, Jesus began as a Dispatcher for the Village of
Northfield. In 2017, Jesus transitioned to a new position
as Public Service Officer/Records Clerk. In his new role, he
serves as a member of the Northern Illinois Police Alarm
System, a coalition of Chicagoland Police Departments
that provides mutual aid services during escalated regional
emergencies. He says his favorite part of his job is that
he never knows what to
expect and that every day is
different.
Jesus married his high
school sweetheart Fabiola.
They live in Hillside with
their three daughters: Tonya,
Kylie, and Lily. In his free
time, Jesus enjoys spending
time with his family and
working on projects around
the house.

Deer Sightings: If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood,
please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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College of American Pathologists Named to
Companies That Care’s 2020 Honor Roll
For the fifth year, Northfield’s College of American
Pathologists (CAP) has been named to Center for Companies
That Care’s Honor Roll, a national list recognizing employers
for outstanding workplace practices and active community
involvement. In a year in which many employers faced
significant challenges, Companies That Care focused on
one characteristic. “We asked applicants to describe their
pandemic response to employee and other stakeholders’
needs,” said Marci Koblenz, co-founder and president of
Companies That Care.
The CAP is located at 325 Waukegan Road in Northfield
and is the world’s largest organization of board-certified
pathologists and leading provider of laboratory accreditation
and proficiency testing programs. The CAP was deemed an
“essential” business during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“In mid-March, like nearly all other organizations, we sent our
employees home from our offices with little preparation,”
said Stephen Myers, CAP Chief Executive Officer. “But our
more than 650 employees didn’t miss a beat.” Like the other
organizations on the Honor Roll, the CAP is deeply committed
to their employees, customers, and other stakeholders. “We
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understood that the situation could take a toll on employees
and members,” Myers said. The CAP quickly made decisions
based on an intuitive set of guiding principles:
• Keep employees safe and healthy. Doing so is of the
utmost importance.
• Encourage as many employees as possible to work from
home, and provide managerial, Human Resources, and
technological support.
• Allow employees the flexibility to manage their day-today work assignments while also managing childcare or
eldercare.
• Keep employees, members, and customers fully informed
and engaged.
• As an essential organization, provide support to members
and CAP-accredited laboratories to ensure maximum
performance under the circumstances.
• Follow applicable governmental guidelines.
Northfield is fortunate to have such an outstanding
organization that continues to lead through the COVID-19
pandemic!
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100th Anniversary of the Ratification
of the 19th Amendment
Submitted by the League of Women Voters of
Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

August 18, 2020 was the 100th anniversary of the ratification
of the 19th Amendment, which granted women the right
to vote. To celebrate, the League will be participating
in upcoming activities including a virtual “luncheon”
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Illinois
on Thursday, September 24 at 12:00 PM. The League is
suggesting that everyone support our local businesses and
view the celebration while enjoying a lunch ordered from
one of our local restaurants.
The League is also planning on partnering with the local
Girl Scout Troop to celebrate the 19th Amendment’s 100th
anniversary. The Girl Scouts of America have offered
a special badge this year, awarded for work done in
recognizing this historic achievement by the suffragettes.
For more information on the luncheon, upcoming League
events, and information on membership and voting, visit
my.lwv.org/illinois/winnetka-northfield-kenilworth.

The Northfield Police Department reminds you that
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
a time dedicated to raising awareness about what domestic
violence looks like, the availability of services, and the very
real costs to families and communities.
Domestic violence is a pattern of behaviors used by
one partner to maintain power and control over another
partner in an intimate relationship. It includes behaviors
that physically harm, arouse fear, or prevent a partner from
doing what they want to do. Domestic violence affects
millions, both women and men, of every race, religion, and
socioeconomic status.
Domestic violence is an issue facing every community and
it takes courage for a survivor to seek help. The Northfield
Police Department and our Police Psychologist are
available to assist Northfield families dealing with domestic
violence.

You can also call the 24-hour confidential

National Domestic Violence Hotline at (800) 799-7233.

Village Receives Award for Transparency in Financial Reporting
The Village has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government
Finance Officers Association for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. The Certificate of Achievement is the highest
form of recognition in governmental accounting and financial reporting. This is the 13th consecutive year the Village has
received this award.
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Water Main Lining
The Village continues to look for innovative ways to reduce
the cost of pricey water main repairs, which can cost up to $2
million per mile. A method that is quickly gaining popularity
is lining damaged water mains. This technique rehabilitates
existing mains by cleaning the pipe and then lining the walls
of the main with a hardened synthetic fiber tube.
To extend their life, Northfield has lined most of our sanitary
sewer pipes; however, due to the pressurized nature of
the water main system, lining these pipes is a much more
complicated process. In the coming weeks, 615 feet of water
main located along Frontage Road will be lined. This segment
is one of the Village’s most break-prone sections of pipes.
Sanitary Sewer Sliplining
The Village is repairing and enhancing sanitary sewers
throughout town. This is done by using a “no-dig” method
called sliplining. Sliplining repairs leaks and increases
structural stability by installing a slightly smaller pipe into a
larger pipe and grouting between the two. This will result in
“like new” pipes that run more efficiently without disturbing
the parkway.

Sidewalk Repairs
Did you know that every year Public Works crews survey
each square foot of sidewalk in town for hazards? Following
this year’s annual review, the Village will soon be repairing
approximately 2,500 square feet of sidewalk to ensure safe
and walkable routes for pedestrians.
If you would like the sidewalk in front of your home replaced
but it does not meet the Village’s requirements for repair, the
Village will replace it with a 50% cost-sharing agreement.
Contact dknudson@northfieldil.org for more information.

Public Works crews have been
busy addressing water main
breaks around town!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Body and Sole
Body and Sole has been a family-owned haven for North
Shore dancers for two generations. Frances Reisman
launched the boutique in 1974 in Winnetka, and moved it
to Northfield in 2015.
For years, Frances
ran the shop with her
daughter Marla.
Following
Frances’s
passing,
Marla
decided to return to
financial advising and
thought she would
have to close Body and
Sole for good, leaving
longtime customers
devastated.
Luckily,
customers weren’t the
only ones saddened
by the possibility of
the boutique closing
its doors.
Shop
employee
Ivette
Perez-Amezquita soon realized she couldn’t bear to see the
place close forever, so she purchased the shop from Marla
and officially took over ownership this February.
The boutique offers all of the equipment necessary to flourish
at a dance studio- a variety of shoes, including ballet, tap,
jazz, character, and pointe, dance and gymnastics leotards,
tights, accessories, and much more!
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“We
believe
that
the
benefits dance,
gymnastics, and
all performing
arts have on
one’s
mind,
body, and soul
inspires creativity
and long-lasting
benefits to one’s
health,” Ivette
said. This philosophy is at
the heart of Body and Sole.
“We want all of our dancers
to leave our store feeling selfassured and confident.”
With the rise of internet
commerce, it hasn’t been
easy to keep the shop up and
running, but they have found
success through their website,
www.bodyandsolestore.com,
Facebook, and Instagram.
COVID-19 delayed their grand
re-opening, but they recently
held a beautiful ribbon-cutting with the help of the WinnetkaNorthfield Chamber of Commerce. Visit Body and Sole at
300 Happ Road today for all of your dance-wear needs!
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Q&A with Linnea
A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!
Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. Linnea often
receives questions from residents asking
why their trees come down in a heavy storm.
During storms, there is a critical wind speed, 90 mph, at
which tree trunks break regardless of size or species. In a
strong wind, less than 90 mph, a tree can snap because the
wood is decayed or it has a weak branch union. Certain
trees are more likely to snap in the wind, including Norway
and Silver Maple, Bradford Pears, White Pine, Spruce, and
Willow. If the tree comes uprooted, it can be due to soggy
soil or a compromised root system.
Is your tree in danger of falling? Look for the following:
• Missing bark and/or deep cracks
• Dead or falling branches
• Leaning trunk can indicate root damage
• Losing leaves from the outside in
• Mushrooms and fungi can indicate root rot
• Tight branch growth
• Recent excavations around the roots
Have a question about plants that you’d like answered?
Send it to loneill@northfieldil.org, and we may feature it in
our next newsletter!
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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Community News
Northfield Fitness Center
Are you looking for fitness alternatives as the weather gets
cooler? The Northfield Fitness Center located inside the
Community Center is open to members and non-members.
The Fitness Center offers Precor cardio equipment, strength
machines, free weights, dumbbells, kettlebells, and medicine
balls in a convenient, light-filled space. There is a maximum of
8 people in the facility at a time.
Anyone interested in using the Fitness Center will need to
make a reservation online. Hour-long slots are available with
30 minutes between each for Park District staff to disinfect all
the equipment and high-touch areas per CDC Guidelines. For
more information, visit www.northfieldparks.org.

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events
1
2
7
14
15
15
5
7
12
20
20
22

September

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

October

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board
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www.facebook.com/northfieldil
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
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361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
President Joan Frazier
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Thomas Terrill
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Trustee Tom Whittaker
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