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Northfield News
4th of July Yard Contest

Shop and Dine Local!

This year, the Village is partnering with the Northfield Park
District on a new 4th of July Yard Decorating Contest.
Northfielders are encouraged to go “all-out” and show us
their red, white, and blue- the bigger, the better! Winning
homes will receive a $25 gift card to a Northfield restaurant
or food establishment.

Illinois entered Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois plan on June
26, which allows for indoor dining for groups of 10 or less.
Northfield restaurants are following all safety guidelines,
including spacing tables six feet apart and limiting standing
areas to 25% of capacity. Also under Phase 4, our shops
can now operate at 50% of store capacity, with customers
practicing social distancing.

Those
interested
in
participating
should
visit
www.northfieldil.org/4thofjuly and submit an entry form by
Thursday, July 2nd at 5:00PM. The Village and Park District
will create a map of participating homes and post it on their
websites. As soon as the map is released on July 3rd, the
contest begins!
Northfielders are encouraged to take a walk around town or
grab your bike with the family and check out the participating
yards. After you see them all, vote for your favorite at
www.northfieldil.org/yardcontest by July 6th at 8:00AM! Contact
847-784-3554 or mdefeo@northfieldil.org with any questions.

Mary at Peachtree Place is ready to help you
pick out the perfect gift!

When you shop or dine at one of Northfield’s many small
businesses, the money you spend retains jobs and keeps
your tax dollars in your community and working for you,
your family, and your neighbors. Northfield’s many small
businesses contribute to the positive character of the
community, making the Village a great place to live, work,
learn, and play.
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Northfielders Making an Impact
We are thankful to be the home to many healthcare heroes! Here are just a few:

Philip Preston
Finding the opportunity
to do something good
has been at the center
of the way Northfield
resident Philip Preston
runs his business and
his life. It’s more than
just corporate-speak, it’s
a part of his every day.
When the COVID-19 epidemic started shutting down
the global economy, letters from around the world came
pouring into Philip’s company, PolyScience, asking them
to remain open and manufacturing, including a letter from
a ventilator manufacturer. Before he made any decision,
Preston gathered his entire team and left the decision
up to them. “ It may not have been the best business
decision, but it was the right thing to do, and it filled
me with pride that they all chose to do their small part
in fighting this horrible disease and continuing to work.”
Closer to home, as people were scrambling to protect
their families Preston purchased 1500 KN95 masks that he
donated to the Northfield Police and Fire departments,
gave to his employees, and left on his front steps for
anyone in the community who needed them. Thank you
for your kindness and generosity during this difficult time,
Philip!
Jennifer Ty
Northfield’s own Jennifer Ty
has worked as an Orthopedic
Certified
Registered
Nurse
for the past 20 years. She is
employed at the NorthShore
University Health System/Skokie
Orthopedic Institute. During
the pandemic, however, RN Ty
is working the night shift with
COVID-19 patients at both
Glenbrook and Highland Park hospitals. No doubt this
assignment calls for a great deal of skill, empathy, and
fortitude.
RN Ty and her husband have two children who attend
the Avoca and Marie Murphy schools. Thank you RN Ty,
for your courageous work. We are honored to call you
our neighbor!
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Erick Marx
Northfielder Erick Marx is an Emergency
Room Nurse at Swedish-Northshore
Hospital. He has been on the front lines
working long hours assessing patients
with the COVID-19 virus, as well as other
emergencies. Every day brings new
challenges for him. One of the most challenging things for
him has been using his personal cell phone so that families
can say farewell to their loved ones through FaceTime.
What has been keeping him and his co-workers going
is the outpouring of support for the healthcare workers.
It is truly touching and uplifting. Erick has been selfquarantining at home when he is not at the hospital, which
has been difficult for him and his family. Most importantly,
he is keeping his family safe. His wife Karen said, “Erick
is a fighter for his family, his patients, and their families!”
Thank you, Erick, for all your efforts on behalf of sick
patients in and around our community. Your courage and
selflessness are admired and appreciated by all of your
Northfield neighbors.
Janet Jackson
Nobody anticipated the emotional toll that the current
pandemic would take, especially at
hospitals where COVID-19 patients are
typically isolated and unable to see their
families. At St. Francis Hospital in Evanston,
Northfield resident Janet Jackson has
used her managerial position to mitigate
this situation as much as possible. Once
it became clear that COVID-19 patients
would be unable to receive family visits, Janet quickly
arranged for the procurement of iPads that could be used
for family video chats with the most vulnerable patients.
Janet was instrumental in working with the hospital’s
Behavioral Health/Mental Health Services to create three
serenity rooms. In these rooms, doctors and nurses can
take a moment to regain their strength and composure,
and connect with counselors if needed for help in coping
with the non-stop stress of caring for COVID-19 patients.
These rooms are especially important for hospital
personnel who have been reassigned from their regular
duties to work in the COVID-19 unit. Thank you for your
efforts, Janet. You are truly making a difference to so
many people, and we are proud to call you our neighbor.
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Skokie Valley Trail Project Update
The Skokie Valley Trail (SVT) Phase I Project Development
Report has been submitted to IDOT for review and
approval. The Phase I study included extensive public

comment. After hearing these comments, the Village
Board directed staff to shift the alignment of the path from
Willow to Voltz Road off of the Village-owned ROW. Staff
has since been working with engineers to identify other
route options.
The partnering SVT communities have received two grants to
fund the Phase II study and are ready to select an engineer;
however, to secure accurate engineering prices, Northfield’s
route alignment must first be determined. Possible route
options will be presented and discussed at the August 18
Committee of the Whole meeting at 5:30 PM at Village Hall.
As always, Committee of the Whole meeting packets will be
published at www.northfieldil.org the Friday preceding the
meeting. Please contact mdefeo@northfieldil.org with any
questions.

Get to Know a Northfielder

Once completed, the Skokie Valley Trail will stretch from
Chicago to Lake Bluff

Summer Vehicle Burglary Alert
Studies continue to show that as outdoor temperatures
increase, the number of burglaries to homes and vehicles also
increases- by as much as 12%. Vehicle burglary can often be
prevented by taking simple steps including locking car doors
and keeping valuables out of view.
Auto burglars have
become bolder and
are now not only taking
valuables from unlocked
cars, but are using garage
door openers to enter
and burglarize garages
or vehicles inside. For
the safety of your family
and
neighborhood,
please always lock your
vehicles!

Deer Sightings:

Daryl grew up on the North Shore and graduated from the
University of Illinois. She says her favorite part of the job was
the variety of work and her coworkers.
Daryl is looking forward to enjoying retirement in the home her
and her husband Dan recently built in Algonquin. She plans to
spend her days relaxing in her sunroom, crafting, traveling, and
spending more time with her adult children, Caroline, Jeff, and
daughter-in-law Sara.

If you see deer in your
yard or neighborhood, please let us know by visiting
www.northfieldil.org/request.
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This June, the Village said goodbye to our Accounting
Assistant Daryl Kaiser as she retired after 22 years of service
to the community. Daryl began as a part-time receptionist at
the Finance Department’s front desk in 1998. She served in
that position for ten years before transitioning to the full-time
Accounting Assistant position.

We thank Daryl for her 22 years of service and will miss her
greatly!
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In celebration of National Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week, the Illinois Department of Public Health recently awarded
several Northfield Paramedics for milestone years of service. The Village appreciates their service and dedication in all they
do for Northfield!
Luke Albrecht – 10 years
Kenneth Paczosa – 10 years
Brandon Schipfer – 10 years

Derek Faulstick – 15 years
Michael Zach – 15 years
Bill Wipperfurth – 20 years

Mark Lindgren – 30 years
John Moser – 35 years
Grant Mitchell – 40 years

What is Ruse Burglary?
The Northfield Police Department reminds you to NEVER let anyone inside of your home
without checking their identification, and ALWAYS call 911 if you are concerned.
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Village-Wide Clean-Up Day
Rescheduled

Happy Retirement, Dr. Greene!

Residents can dispose of old or unused items during the
rescheduled Village- Wide Clean-Up Day on Saturday, October
3. All items must be at the curb by 7:00 AM. No hazardous
waste, construction debris, landscape waste, or appliances
will be picked up. If you would like to dispose of appliances,
contact Waste Management at (800)796-9696 to arrange for a
special pickup.

Personal Protective
Equipment Grant

In June, School District 29
parents, staff, alumni, and
friends came together to
celebrate the retirement of
Dr. Mary Frances Greene after 19 years of love and dedication
to the children of our community. Over 200 cars lined up to wish
her well in a socially distant vehicle parade. The community
also thanks Seong McGarry for working tirelessly to organize
the parade.

The Village was recently awarded a
$2,500 grant to assist with the cost
of personal protective equipment
(PPE) including masks, gloves,
gowns, and eyewear to protect our
Fire and Police Department staff
from COVID-19.

Face Mask Design
Contest Winner

Keep Your House Number Visible

Congratulations to the winner of our
Face Mask Design Contest, Max!
Max camouflaged his mask. We’d
love to show you a picture, but all we
got was this photo of a Darth Vader
shirt with hair.

Have you Received your Vehicle Sticker?
To make getting your 2020-2021 Vehicle Stickers easier, the
Village is now providing an online purchase and renewal
option! Applications with a renewal PIN were mailed in June.
Visit www.northfieldil.org/vehiclestickers if you did not receive
your renewal PIN or for more information.

Does the Village have your Association
Contact Information?
Does your neighborhood or development have a
Homeowner’s Association, or do you live in a multi-family
complex that has a Property Management Company and/
or Association? It is important that the Village has updated
contact information to communicate when work is being
done on roads, utilities, or in case of emergencies that
affect your group. Having current contact information saves
time and keeps you informed. Email your information to
cstanke@northfieldil.org or call 847-784-3551.
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Can you see your house number from the street and while
driving past it? The more easily Police and Fire personnel can
find your home, the more
quickly they can help you
in an emergency. Be sure
your house number is
contrasting or reflective,
at least four inches high,
visible from the roadway at
multiple angles, and able
to be seen at night.

Summer is Here!
The warm weather of summer brings more people outside,
and it is everyone’s responsibility to keep neighborhoods safe
and clean. Please be a good neighbor by remembering to:
• Trim back bushes, shrubs, and trees so they do not cover
sidewalks and impede pedestrians and cyclists.
• Regularly mow your lawn and public parkway. Per Village
Code, weeds and grass cannot grow taller than eight inches.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. Excess chemicals
applied to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams.
• When driving, keep an eye out for pedestrians. Be
prepared to stop when turning or entering a crosswalk.
• Keep in mind that the speed limit on residential streets in
Northfield is 20 MPH. The greater the speed, the longer
it takes for a vehicle to stop, which puts pedestrians at a
greater risk!
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Street Patching
A number of Village streets have been reconstructed in the
past few years, but it’s imperative to continue to maintain
them in order to extend their useful life. This year, a number of
older streets will have pavement milled and patched. During
patching, there will be times when traffic is impacted and
motorists are encouraged to use alternate routes and plan
accordingly. Residents in the affected area will be notified
prior to the start of construction.
Water Main Lining
The Village continues to look for innovative ways to reduce
the cost of pricey water main repairs, which can cost up to $2
million per mile. A method that is quickly gaining popularity
is lining damaged water mains. This technique rehabilitates
existing mains by cleaning the pipe and then lining the walls
of the main with a hardened synthetic fiber tube.
To extend their life, Northfield has lined most of our sanitary
sewer pipes; however, due to the pressurized nature of
the water main system, lining these pipes is a much more
complicated process. This summer, the Village is trying this
new technique by lining 615 feet of water main located along
Frontage Road. This segment is one of the Village’s most
break-prone sections of pipes, with numerous breaks in the
last few years.

Page 6

Sidewalk Improvements
As part of the annual Sidewalk Replacement Program, the
Village surveys the community for hazardous public sidewalks
and curbs that are in need of repair or replacement. This
summer, 7,500 square feet of new sidewalk will be replaced to
ensure safe and walkable routes for pedestrians.
If you would like the sidewalk in front of your home replaced
but it does not meet the Village’s requirements for repair, the
Village will replace it with a 50% cost-sharing agreement.
Contact dknudson@northfieldil.org for more information.
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Pollinator Garden Progress
This spring, the Village installed 1,350 pollinator plants in the
new pollinator garden along the North Branch of the Chicago
River at the north-west corner of Winnetka and Northfield
Roads. The Village looks forward to maintaining this longterm project, as a lush pollinator garden can take a few years
to establish. This project is partially funded by a ComEd Green
Region grant.

Recycle Your Hazardous Waste

Waste Management’s At Your Door Special Collection
provides residents with a FREE service to remove the
sometimes hazardous and hard-to-recycle items that almost
every household accumulates. Waste Management focuses
on environmental sustainability and makes it easy for residents
to dispose of these items by collecting the materials at your
door– safely, easily, and responsibly.

Q&A with Linnea

A regular column featuring our go-to
horticulturist answering your burning
questions about plants!

Linnea O’Neill has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000 and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. Linnea has
recently received a number of questions
from residents asking why there are dark spots on their
maple tree leaves.
The last three years we have had very wet springs. This
wet, cool weather brings out tree fungus diseases. The three
main fungus diseases on maples this year are Anthracnose,
Tar Spot, and Maple Leaf Blister, which all cause brownish
lesions on leaves. Anthracnose browning follows the leaf
vein while Maple Leaf Blister’s spots can be raised and
include red-colored blisters, and Tar Spot has black round
spots. Regardless of which fungus your maple has, fungicide
treatments are typically not effective… so what can you do?
One option is to apply a light application of fertilizer for
ready-available nutrients and water your tree. You should
also rake and remove the leaves in the fall, and prune
branches to provide for good airflow.
Have a question about plants that you’d like answered?
Send it to loneill@northfieldil.org, and we may feature it in
our next newsletter!

The At Your Door Special Collection service is focused on
the collection of home-generated special materials, formerly
called “Household Hazardous Waste.” These materials include
automotive products, home cleaners, garden chemicals,
electronics, and paint products.
This program is not your usual household-generated special
material program, because it is focused on recycling as much
of the materials collected as possible. Learn more about
the program by visiting www.wmatyourdoor.com. You can
schedule an At Your Door pickup by calling (800) 449-7587.
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Stormy’s Tavern and Grille
March 16, 2020, will be a day Illinois restaurants will not soon
forget. The implementation of a state-wide Stay at Home
Order and the closure of restaurants for in-person dining
was a huge shock to everyone at Stormy’s Tavern and Grille.
Stormy’s management decided to continue offering curbside
pick-up or delivery through the GrubHub app.

with the Cook County
Department of Public
Health and the Village of
Northfield to make sure
they were following the
correct guidelines.

Illinois entered Phase 3 of the Restore Illinois plan on May 29.
Stormy’s decided to stay closed that weekend to prepare
for outdoor seating beginning June 1. Figuring out how to
safely open outdoor seating was a time-consuming process,
but they knew it was critical to do it right with the safety of
customers and staff their top priority. Stormy’s worked closely

As the state entered Phase
4 on June 26, Stormy’s
again developed a plan
to make sure they keep
their customers and staff
safe while providing great
service. As the COVID-19
situation continues to
evolve, Stormy’s has committed to making any necessary
changes to keep up with the guidelines of the Cook County
Department of Public Health and the Village.
Despite the challenges behind and ahead, Stormy’s is
incredibly grateful to be open and provide for their customers
and staff. Their employees are happy to be back at work
and able to reconnect with long-time customers. They are
pleased to report that business has been good and they
were lucky to have nice June weather that accommodated
outdoor dining.
As time passes, Stormy’s hopes that more customers will start
to come back out, and they welcome them with open arms!
Stop by Stormy’s (1735 Orchard Lane) for lunch or dinner
seven days a week from 11:30 AM-10 PM.
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Community News
Free Face Masks
Throughout Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan, individuals are
still required to wear a face-covering in public spaces where
they cannot maintain a six-foot social distance. Does your
family need masks? Visit www.northfieldil.org/mask to request
free masks.

Sidewalk Sale
The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce is once
again planning their annual Sidewalk Sale in Northfield
from July 15-18 from 10:00AM - 4:00PM and Winnetka
on July 17-18 from 9:00AM - 5:00PM. Shoppers are
encouraged to wear masks and maintain social distancing
standards while walking away with deals and steals!
In addition to special Sidewalk Sale pricing, you will find an
array of new products and trends. Along with local specialty
merchandise, shoppers can browse charity organizations,
professional services, and have a bite at a local eatery. For
more information, visit www.winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com.

Stay Connected with the Village!

Calendar of Events

www.facebook.com/northfieldil

July
1

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

CANCELLED

3

VILLAGE HALL CLOSED

6

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting

7:00 PM

13

Architectural Commission Meeting

7:00 PM

21

Committee of the Whole Meeting

5:30 PM

21

Village Board Meeting

7:30 PM

August
18

Committee of the Whole Meeting

5:30 PM

18

Village Board Meeting

7:00 PM

20

Police Pension Board

5:00 PM
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Twitter at @NorthfieldIL
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