Volume 30 • Issue 1 • January/February 2019

Northfield News
A Note from President Frazier
In 1999, a group of Northfield citizens gathered to create
the Village’s Comprehensive Plan for the Year 2020. This
document identified goals for Northfield’s next 20 years.
The year 2020 must have seemed impossibly distant back
then, but now it is just around the corner. Therefore, another
group of Northfielders has assembled to prepare a new
comprehensive plan, entitled Vision Plan 2040. As we move
forward with this endeavor, it is both instructive and rewarding
to look back at the 1999 plan and consider just how many
of the goals and objectives set forth in that document have
been achieved over the past two decades:
• (1999 recommendation) The Village should create a storm
water master plan and implement recommendations. The
Village completed a comprehensive storm water study in
2009, identifying seven major storm water remediation
projects. Since the study was completed, approximately 9
million dollars have been spent on storm water projects, with
the bulk of the funding coming from outside grants.
• (1999) The Village should monitor Willow Road plans and
continue to press for improvement. The State of Illinois
widened Willow Road to four lanes several years ago. As a
part of that change, the State funded installation of a large
capacity storm sewer under the road, and added landscaped
medians, tree plantings, sidewalk and lighting improvements,
and a signalized pedestrian crossing between Clarkson and
Willow Parks.
• (1999) The Village should prepare a detailed “Downtown”
plan for the Village Center. The Village Center Design Study
and Design Guidelines have been established, providing a
planning framework for redevelopment of the Village Center.
• (1999) The Village should undertake street enhancement
improvements. Extensive landscape, streetscape, and
sidewalk improvements have been installed along Willow
Road, Waukegan Road, and Central Avenue. Other
streetscape improvements include new bus shelters and
Village gateway signs.
• (1999) The Village should work toward the development
of the Missionary Sisters site in accordance with the
Vision Plan recommendations. The Missionary Sisters site
on Waukegan Road was redeveloped for single-family
residences, townhomes, and park facilities. The wetlands
located on the site were preserved, as was the Missionary
Sisters’ residential facility.
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• (1999) The Village should continue to encourage property
maintenance and consistently enforce building and zoning
codes. A property maintenance code was adopted and an
administrative adjudication program was implemented.
These have combined to substantially enhance property
maintenance enforcement.
• (1999) The Village should undertake routine amendments to
its zoning, subdivision, and building regulations. The Village
assessed and updated its Zoning Code. The Building and
Life Safety Codes have been amended periodically and are
currently being reviewed to ensure continued adherence to
best practices.
• (1999) The Village should review codes and ordinances to
ensure proper techniques are in place for screening and
landscaping. A comprehensive landscaping, screening, and
tree preservation ordinance was written and enacted. Among
other things, the ordinance provides for protection of specimen
trees, preservation of screening and landscaping buffers, and
enhancement of commercial areas and parking lots.
• (1999) The Village should protect and enhance
environmentally sensitive areas. The Village has worked
to operate in an environmentally sustainable manner
through various measures, including installing LED lighting
technology in its facilities, establishing curbside composting,
providing for the curbside pickup of hazardous materials,
installing energy-efficient HVAC systems, instituting a rain
barrel program, and using beet pulp on icy streets rather than
salt when possible. A pollinator garden will be established
in 2019 along the North Branch river bank at the Winnetka
Road bridge. In addition, the Village is working on a plan to
secure green energy for the region. Northfield was the first
village on the North Shore to adopt the Metropolitan Mayors
Caucus’ Greenest Region Compact 2.
• (1999) The Village should resurface and improve the Frontage
Road/Central Avenue corridor. This work was completed in
partnership with Cook County, and included the addition of
a planted median.
• (1999) The Village should create a targeted marketing
strategy to advocate Northfield as a preferred business
location. A branding study was conducted, resulting in
creation of a branding platform and marketing strategy. The
concepts developed in the branding study are used to build
Continued on page 2
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...continued

the community’s culture, and have been implemented
on the Village website, gateway signs, newsletter, and in
marketing materials.
• (1999) The Village should promote the economic
development and physical improvement of the Village’s
commercial and industrial areas. Redevelopment projects
have supplanted vacant or underutilized parcels, including
those located at the Hibbard Garden Center, the AT&T
service facility at 1725 Winnetka Road, Youngren Cleaners,
the BP station at 1900 Willow Road, and Kraft Foods.
• (1999) The Village should maintain and improve business
retention and development efforts. The Village’s office
and service corridors are healthy and vibrant. At present
there are no storefront vacancies in Northfield. When
Kraft Foods and Dominick’s left the community, they were
quickly replaced by Medline Industries and Mariano’s.
In summary, the foresight of the 1999 Comprehensive Plan
Committee helped ensure our community a vibrant and
healthy future. Village residents working on Vision Plan
2040 will continue the process of developing a vision for
our path ahead, with optimism and a determination to plan
the best possible future for all Northfield residents.
Sincerely,
President Joan Frazier

Kindergarten Registration
for 2019-2020

Kindergarten registration for Sunset Ridge District 29 will
be held in the lobby of Middlefork School on January 23
from 2:00-4:00 PM and from 6:00-7:00 PM.

New Public Art Gallery
Photo credit: Lisa Klare

One of the goals of
the Village Board is
to bring public art to
the community. Our
first artistic initiative
is a new rotating art
gallery in the lobby
of Village Hall (361
Happ Road). This
gallery is intended to feature art that has a special connection
to Northfield. The first exhibit will begin on January 2 and
will feature art by lifetime Northfield resident Julia Hagen.
Julia attended Sunset Ridge School and Loyola Academy.
After graduating high school, she was enrolled in Boston
College as a Pre-Med major. After her first semester, she
realized her true passion was for the arts, and made the
transition to painting. Hagen transferred to the School of
the Art Institute of Chicago to pursue painting in 2015, but
kept her passion for science and the natural world as a part
of her artwork.
Her work is vibrant and dynamic, and aims to capture a
visually heightened experience of nature. Hagen graduated
from the School of the Art Institute in 2017, and has since
been showing work in festivals and small galleries. She is
frequently commissioned to create artworks for clients’
homes, offices, and storefronts. Hagen’s work can be seen
on her website: www.juliahagenartist.com.
Please join us on January 15 for our inaugural gallery opening
from 5:00-7:00 PM at Village Hall. You can also view Julia’s
art any time Village Hall is open, Monday through Friday
from 7:30 AM-4:30 PM. If you have any ideas or suggestions
on how to bring art to our community, please send them to
mdefeo@northfieldil.org.

All children should be five years of age by September 1,
2019, to be eligible for the 2019-2020 school year. The
registration process begins with residency verification, which
includes three different forms of documentation, as well as
a copy of homeowner’s or renter’s insurance. This is true for
ALL families, including those with older students presently
registered in District 29. Additionally, parents or guardians
of each prospective kindergarten student must provide the
child’s birth certificate (the school will make and retain a
copy). Specific directions for the residency verification can
be found under the “Parent” tab on the District 29 website,
www.sunsetridge29.org. Lastly, the registration evening is for
parents and guardians; the prospective student need not
be present at this time.

At the January 2 Plan and Zoning Commission Hearing,
the commission will consider two text amendments to the
Zoning Code. The first is relative to the Nuisance Chapter
and Offenses Chapter in order to clarify and consolidate
the noise regulations into the Zoning Code. The proposed
amendments will also broaden the applicability of overnight
noise regulations; extend the unregulated distance from
50’ to 100’; apply the decibel standards to daytime noise;
and exempt Park District events and School District athletic
events from municipal regulation.

During dismissal time (3:00-3:10 PM) on January 23, drivers
are requested to park in the main parking lot or north along
Wagner Road and not in the school driveway. Any parent
or guardian unable to come to Middlefork on January 23
should contact the school office at (847) 881-9500 prior to
that date.

The second is a consideration of text amendments to Articles
XIII, IV and XIX of the Zoning Code intended to establish a
definition of short term rental and to clarify that this use is
prohibited in all zoning districts. The Commission’s meeting
starts at 7:00 PM and will be held at the Village Hall, 361
Happ Road.
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January 9 is National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. Please join us in thanking
our outstanding Officers for everything they do for our community!

Get to Know a Northfielder

Andrew Glowacki has lived in Northfield since 2013, when
he started with the Village as a Laborer in the Public Works
Department. He followed in his grandparent’s footsteps
of public service, with two of them
having worked for the Northfield Fire
Department.

water, or streets), the employees of Northfield’s small Public
Works Department are generalists that have experience
in a wide variety of areas. Of the many different things he
works on, Andrew says his favorite is
improving Northfield’s storm sewer
system.
Andrew lives in Northfield with his
twin brother Tyler. In his spare time,
he enjoys riding motorcycles, working
on carpentry projects, watching and
playing sports, and spending time
with family and friends.

According to Andrew, his favorite
thing about working for Northfield is
that every day he works on something
different. Unlike large municipalities
that have divisions within their Public
Works Departments (such as forestry,

Deer Sightings

If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood, please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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Public Parking
Did you know that Northfield has some of the best parking
on the North Shore, with over 340 public parking spaces
available? If ever faced with a full parking lot in front of the
Shops at Northfield Square, don’t forget about the abundance
of parking spots available a short walk across Happ Road.

Winterizing Fire Hydrants
Curious minds may ask: Why can my house’s pipes freeze
in the winter, but fire hydrants that are completely exposed
to the cold never seem to burst?
The answer: our Public Works
crews work hard to winterize them!
Hydrants are connected to the
water lines seven feet below the
ground by a vertical pipe. When
winter is approaching, Public Works
pumps out these pipes to ensure
the line doesn’t freeze and the
hydrant is available at a moment’s
notice for emergency use.

Environmentally Friendly
Snow and Ice Removal

The walk to a number of Village shops from the public
parking lots is nothing compared to the long walks often
faced at mall parking lots and garages!

Vehicle Theft Prevention

When it comes to protecting your vehicles and valuables,
common sense is key. A majority of stolen vehicles are
unlocked and are simply crimes of opportunity. Often, keys
are left in the vehicle or the car has been left running in a
driveway.
Even though it’s cold, never leave your vehicle running
while you run inside your home or a store—even if for only a
minute or two. Stolen vehicles and property can be avoided
by simply locking car doors, closing car windows, removing
valuables and taking
keys out of the vehicle
every time it is parked
in your driveway or on
the street. It is also
important to lock the
interior door from
your home to the
garage, to prevent
anyone with access
to your garage door
opener from entering
your home.
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Rock salt has traditionally been the go-to product to
reduce sidewalk and roadway ice because it lowers
the temperature at which water freezes, but did you
know that as the temperature drops, salt’s effectiveness
reduces drastically, and it hardly works at all below 10
degrees? This limitation led Public Works to begin using
an innovative mixture including brine (typically a 23% salt
solution) and beet juice because it is effective at much
lower temperatures.
Rock salt is corrosive and can damage roads, vehicles,
and the nearby soil, plants, and water supply. The salt,
brine, and beet juice mixture is more effective, so less
salt is needed to get the job done. Additionally, when
applying salt, much of it bounces from the roadway, but
by adding beet juice and making the material a liquid,
much less salt bounces into parkways and lawns.
The beet juice and brine mixture is frequently applied
before snow and ice are expected with temperatures
below 20 degrees. If you see a roadway with the distinctive
markings below, the Public Works crews have applied the
mix and are ready for cold, snow, and ice!
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Waukegan Road Sidewalk Improvements Completed
The sidewalk gap on the east side of Waukegan Road from
the College of American Pathologists to Winnetka Road has
been completed, thanks to a $201,000 grant from Cook
County. Filling this sidewalk gap was addressed as a goal in
the Village’s 1999 Vision Plan, but has been cost-prohibitive
until this grant funding
became available. The
Village is appreciative
of the residents and
businesses along the
corridor that provided
easements onto their
property to allow this
public
improvement
to be completed. This
sidewalk fills a major gap
in the Village’s critical
pedestrian infrastructure
and provides safe access
to the adjacent PACE
route 422.

Final Phase of LED Conversions Completed
The Village has updated all facilities to LED lighting
technology, completing the last of a four-phase project years
in the making. This final phase included switching out lighting
at the Village’s water reservoir, outdoor lights at Village Hall,
and indoor and outdoor lights at the Fire-Rescue/Public Works
facility. The Village received a rebate for over $10,000 from
ComEd, bringing the project well below budget. The new
fixtures consume approximately 66% less energy than the
old fixtures, which supports the Village’s commitment to use
energy efficiently and reduce energy consumption. In addition
to saving energy, the new fixtures provide sizeable time and
financial savings on fixture maintenance and bulb replacement.
Coventry Lane Culvert Repair
In 2018, a culvert at the County-maintained intersection of
Coventry Lane at Winnetka Road collapsed. The County
placed two road plates over the area to allow continued
traffic flow and determined they would need to contract out
the repair work. In order to expedite the repair, the Village
extended an intergovernmental agreement with the County
to allow for the Village to coordinate the work. A majority
of the work was quickly completed, with the final pavement
restoration planned for the spring. All project costs were paid
by the County.
Holiday Lights
Public Works braved the cold to put up the menorah and hang
1,000 strands of holiday lights for a total of 50,000 total lights
around the Village!

A primary entry sign was
installed at the intersection of
Waukegan and Willow Road
and secondary signs were
installed on the north border
of the Village on Frontage
Road and on Happ Road
south of New Trier to serve as
beautiful community gateways
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Recycling Update from Go Green Northfield
Are you looking for a safe and easy way to
dispose of hard-to-recycle and potentially
hazardous household items like paint,
batteries, motor oil, computer monitors,
and thermometers? The Village has
contracted with Waste Management to
safely collect these items directly from your
home through Waste Management’s At
Your Door collection service. As a feature
of Northfield’s current residential waste
collection service, there is no additional
charge for At Your Door service.
To schedule a home collection, contact Waste Management
with your list of unwanted materials by submitting a request
at their website at www.wmatyourdoor.com/residential/ or by
calling (800)449-7587. You may also view a list of commonly
collected items at the link above. After you schedule your
home collection, you will receive a collection kit in the
mail with instructions for how to package the materials

Don’t Forget to Recycle
Your Live Trees and Wreaths!
Make sure to put your live trees and wreaths at your
curb during the first two weeks of January to ensure they
are recycled. Trees must not be bagged and cannot be
decorated or taller than six feet. Trees and wreaths will
go to a yard waste and composting facility, where they
will decompose naturally and become compost. Trees
collected after the second week of January will be treated
as trash and sent to a landfill.

for pickup. On the pickup date you chose,
place the packaged materials outside your
home near your front door or in front of your
garage at ground level before 7:00 AM. You
don’t need to be home during the collection.
To take the guesswork and legwork out of
properly disposing of unwanted potentially
hazardous and hard-to-recycle items,
schedule an At Your Door collection today!

Q&A with Linnea

A new, regular column featuring our go-to horticulturist
answering your burning questions about plants!
Linnea O’Neil has served as the Village’s
Planner since 2000, and is a landscape
architect, certified urban planner, and
Openlands TreeKeeper. One of the most
common questions Linnea hears from
Northfield residents is, “Why did my new
tree die?”
Unfortunately, about 20% of newly planted
trees die, and despite best intentions, it is typically the fault of
the owner. So… what went wrong? The most common reasons
for the death of a newly planted tree include:
• Letting the unplanted tree dry out

• Leaving the rope, nylon cord, or wire basket on after planting
• Not watering after planting

• Fertilizing- Never fertilize or prune a new tree!

• Planting too deep- the top of the ball root should be even
with the ground
• Planting in a narrow hole- the hole should be twice as wide as
the ball root
• Volcano mulching around it or not providing a mulch ring
Have a question about your plants that you’d like answered?
Send it to loneill@northfieldil.org, and we may feature it in our
next newsletter!
“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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Holiday Lights Recycling

Bring your items to the bins outside the
Village of Northfield & Northfield Community Center
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: HIT 180 Fitness
If your New Year’s resolution includes losing weight, building
strength, or simply living a healthier lifestyle, George Solomos
can help. George was born and raised
in Glenview and attended the University
of Arizona, where he studied business
management. His degree helped him
open HIT 180 Fitness in Northfield in 2012,
following his passion for sports and fitness.
HIT 180 Fitness specializes in all things
fitness training related. Their facility is
a private personal training studio that
focuses on one-on-one personal training, private group
training, and small group classes including cardio boxing and
full-body workouts. All of George’s classes are high-intensity

and low-impact to prevent injury. They also offer youth
training to help kids with sport-specific training or building
confidence through weight loss.
George says, “I believe in real results and
that’s what we strive for. We aren’t about
crazy or fad diets, but a healthy lifestyle.”
HIT 180 Fitness is located within the
MyBody Complex at
193 Northfield Road.
Kick off 2019 right by
calling George at (224)
216-2086 to schedule a
free class and personal
training session.

Three Northfield Businesses Honored
Of the 150 Chicagoland companies celebrated as Chicago Tribune Top Workplaces of 2018,
three of them call Northfield home. The list is based on employee feedback and assesses
everything from work-life balance to confidence in company leadership.
President Frazier
celebrates with the staff
of Big Red Rooster Flow

Northfield’s largest business, Medline Industries, received this prestigious ranking and has a
special designation as being recognized as a “Top Workplace” by the Tribune five or more
times. The College of American Pathologists, located at 325 Waukegan Road, was included
on the list of midsize award-winning workplaces.

Representing Northfield in the small workplace category was Big Red Rooster Flow, located at 2 Northfield Plaza.
The national provider of project and program management solutions went all-out celebrating the achievement with
their employees. Representatives from the Village, including President Joan Frazier, attended Big Red Rooster
Flow’s celebration party. The company engages in ongoing employee activities including regularly scheduled
social events that serve to strengthen employee engagement.
Northfield is excited to be home to three of Chicagoland’s Top Workplaces. Visit www.chicagotribune.com/business/
careers/topworkplaces/ to view the complete list.
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Community News
Clarkson Park Seasonal Outdoor Ice Rink
Come to Clarkson Park for another great season of ice
skating! The rink is open through mid-February, weather
permitting. Check to see if the ice rink is open on the
Northfield Park District Facebook page, website, or the flag
outside Clarkson Lodge (green flag if open/red if closed).
Northfield Fitness Center
New Year, New You! Is one of your resolutions to get in better
shape and be healthier? Join the Northfield Community
Center Fitness Center, located at 401 Wagner Road.
Convenient hours and a bright, friendly facility offering a
variety of membership options at great rates! Yoga, fitness
classes, and personal training are also available.
Summer Camps
Get a jump on summer! Look for the summer camp guide
in your mailbox in early January. Camp runs from June 10
through August 9. A variety of flexible camp options are
available for ages 3 years old through 8th grade. The
Counselor in Training (CIT) program is open to those
entering 6th through 10th grade. Resident registration starts
January 14 and non-resident registration opens February 4.
Don’t delay! Take advantage of early bird pricing through
March 31 and save 10%. Some camps may fill early due to
popularity.

Camp Counselor Positions Available
The Northfield Park District is hiring camp counselors.
Applications are available at www.northfieldparks.org and at
the Northfield Community Center.
Free Northfield Community Church Concert
The Illinois College Chorus will be performing at Northfield
Community Church (400 Wagner Road) on January 11 at
7:00 PM. Under the direction of Dr. Abby Musgrove, the
50+ voice ensemble will perform a wide range of choral
styles. An Illinois College alumni reception will follow the
concert. If you would like additional information, please
contact Northfield Community Church at (847) 446- 3070.

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Calendar of Events
1
2
2
14
15
15
30
4
6
11
19
19

January

VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board

February

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
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CANCELLED
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
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