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Northfield News
4th of July Festivities
Schedule of Events for Wednesday, July 4, 2018

9:45 AM Parade Lineup (all residents welcome)
Lineup will be in two locations. The north parade group
will assemble at Old Willow Road and Somerset Lane and
march east on Old Willow and south on Wagner Road to the
Community Center at Willow Park. The south group will meet
at the North Shore Senior Center parking lot facing Winnetka
Road, march west to Riverside Drive and north to Avon, west
on Bosworth and north on Wagner Road to the Community
Center at Willow Park. The two groups will converge at the
Community Center at Willow Park. Police will be at the Willow
Road crossing to assist participants.
10:00 AM – Bike and Wagon Parade Begins
Parade groups will converge at the Community
Center at Willow Park. All bikes and wagons
should park inside the first baseball field – watch
for signs.
10:30 AM – Bike and Wagon Judging
Have some fun decorating your bikes, wagons
and even strollers! Prizes will be awarded for the
Best Overall, Most Creative, and Best Retro. All
bikes, wagons, and strollers to be judged must
have the owner’s name boldly displayed on them.

There will be complimentary blood pressure checks provided
by the Northfield Fire-Rescue Department throughout the
event.
The 4th of July celebration is brought to you by the Northfield
Park District with the generous support of these sponsors:
Park Partners: Nels Johnson Tree Experts, Northview Bank &
Trust, and Hofherr Meat Co.
Bike Parade Sponsor: Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.
Event Sponsors: The Happ Inn/Taco Nano, Raynor Door
Company, The Shops at Northfield Village Square, Stepan,
Stormy’s Tavern & Grill, Sunset
Ridge Country Club, The Village
of Northfield, and Willow Festival
Shopping Center
Entertainment Sponsors:
Meridian IT, Northfield Community
Church, Sports Made Personal,
and Three Tarts Bakery & Café

10:30 AM – Concession Stands Open
Hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, chips, pizza, cotton
candy, sno-cones, beverages, beer tent, and ice cream.
10:30 AM-1:00 PM – Amusements, Rides, and Races
The fun includes a DJ, rides, and amusements including Euro
Bungy, Giant Slide, Moonwalk, Chuggy Choo-Choo Train,
balloonist, temporary tattoos, and sand art.
11:00 AM – Running Races for Children and Adults
Events include a family relay, wheelbarrow races, and an egg
toss contest.
Noon – Family Trophy Winner Announced
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Join us for this free family event at the Northfield Park District's
Market & Music. Spend the evening in the driver’s seat of some
emergency vehicles and big rigs, slide down a real fireman’s
pole, or cool off under a shower from the big firetruck!

Clarkson Park
Wednesday, July 11th
4:00-6:00 PM

Long Range Financial Plan

Keep Your House Number Visible

In 2009, the Village prepared its first long-range financial plan
to model anticipated revenues and expenses for the coming
years. The study included a thorough review of revenues and
expenses, pensions, financial policies, and investments. It
projected funding needs by conducting a detailed assessment
including size, age, and conditions of infrastructure including
the Village’s sanitary sewer system, roads, water system,
facilities, and storm water system.

Can you see your house number from the street and while
driving past it? The more easily Police and Fire personnel
can find your home,
the more quickly they
can help you in an
emergency. Be sure
your house number
is
contrasting
or
reflective, at least four
inches high, visible from
the roadway at multiple
angles, and able to be
seen at night.

In the coming months, the Village will be reviewing and
updating the 2009 plan to reflect current trends and
infrastructure improvements and plans. Stay tuned for more
information as this study moves forward!

Does the Village have your Association Contact Information?
Does your neighborhood or development have a Homeowner’s Association, or do you live in a multi-family complex that has
a Property Management Company and/or Association? It is important that the Village has updated contact information to
communicate when work is being done on roads, utilities, or in case of emergencies that affect your group. Having current contact
information saves time and keeps you informed. Email your information to cstanke@northfieldil.org or call 847-784-3551.
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Comprehensive Plan Kick-Off
The Village is excited to announce the kick-off of the planning
process to create a new Comprehensive Plan. The Northfield
Comprehensive Plan, Vision Plan 2040, will serve as the Village’s
official guide for land use and development for the next 1020 years. Through community consensus and vision, existing
conditions, and future potentials, Vision Plan 2040 will guide
Village leaders to make substantive decisions for the community. It
will serve as a road map into the future by guiding policy decisions
and helping the community achieve its long-term objectives.
Vision Plan 2040 will address a variety of topics, including communitywide plans for land use and development, transportation, parks
and open space, community facilities, infrastructure, and resiliency.
In addition, the plan will include detailed subarea plans for key
areas of the community.
Residents are encouraged to participate, both in-person and
online. The first community workshop is scheduled for July 26th
from 7:00-8:30 PM at the North Shore Senior Center located at
161 Northfield Road.
Members of the public can stay active and aware of the project as
it progresses over the next year by tracking it through the project
website, www.northfieldil.org/VisionPlan.

Corporal Tierney
Promoted to Sergeant
Congrats to Northfield’s newest Sergeant, Kevin Tierney, on
his promotion! Kevin was hired as a Police Officer in 2000
and was promoted to Corporal in 2011. Kevin stays busy as
a certified bicycle officer, evidence technician, juvenile officer,
defensive tactics instructor, physical fitness instructor, tactical
knife instructor, truck enforcement officer, expandable baton
instructor, radar instructor, and certified child safety seat
installer.
He serves as Northfield’s representative on the Northern Illinois
Police Alarm System’s Mobile Field Force where he is an Arrest
Team Leader. He has served as a representative to the North
Regional Major Crimes Task Force’s Burglary Task Force. He
has attended Northwestern University’s Supervision of Police
Personnel classes.
Sergeant Tierney is a two-time Merit Award winner. In 2011,
he received this prestigious award for his role in saving a man
who had drowned in an overturned vehicle in a culvert along
the Eden’s Expressway. In 2014, he received the award for his
role in rescuing a woman in crisis and her young son who were
running in traffic on the Eden’s Expressway.

Village Seeking Part-Time
Public Works Laborers
Public
Works
Laborers
perform
landscape
and
street maintenance activities
including reading water meters,
conducting maintenance of
facilities, and assisting with the
maintenance of the water and
sewer infrastructure. Candidates
must be 18 years of age or older
with a valid Driver’s License.
Visit www.northfieldil.org/jobs
for more information.
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Deer Sightings
If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood, please let us
know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request.
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Get to Know a Northfielder
Growing up in a family devoted to
public safety, Bill Smaha knew from
a young age that he wanted to work
in public service. After graduating
from Glenbrook South High School,
he began a position with the Village
of Wilmette as a Parking Enforcement
Officer and then transitioned to
a Dispatcher in their 911 Center.
Encouraged by his brother, who was
a Northfield Firefighter at the time, Bill
started part-time with the Northfield
Fire Department in 1998 while working
full-time for Wilmette.

Park Ridge Fire Department, where he
continues to work today. In addition
to his full-time position in Park Ridge
and part-time position in Northfield, he
also serves as a part-time Fire Inspector
for the Village of Glenview.

After working in Wilmette for eight
years, Bill became a Community
Service Officer responsible for property
and evidence management for the Village of Deerfield. In
2007 he started as a full-time Firefighter/Paramedic for the

Have you Gotten your Vehicle Sticker?
Stickers must be displayed by
July 1st to avoid a citation, but
it’s not too late! Pick up your
stickers at Village Hall from
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday.

Summer is Here!
The warm weather of summer brings more people outside,
and it is everyone’s responsibility to keep neighborhoods
safe and clean.
• Trim back bushes, shrubs, and trees so they do not cover
sidewalks and impede pedestrians and cyclists.
• Regularly mow your lawn and public parkway- weeds and
grass cannot grow taller than eight inches.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. Excess chemicals
applied to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams.
• When driving, keep an eye out for pedestrians. Be prepared
to stop when turning or entering a crosswalk.
• Keep in mind that the speed limit on residential streets in
Northfield is 20 MPH. The greater the speed, the longer
it takes for a vehicle to stop, which puts pedestrians at a
greater risk!
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In 2016 Bill was promoted to a
Lieutenant of the Northfield Fire
Department and this year he will
celebrate his 20th year with the
department. He says that he still enjoys
coming into work every day and that
his favorite part of his job is the peopleboth his colleagues and the residents
he serves.
Bill has lived in Northfield for 20 years
and is currently pursuing his Associates Degree in Fire
Science. He enjoys spending his free time with his family and
traveling.

Safety Equipment Grant
The Village has received a $1,400 grant to assist with
the purchase of ballistic vests, helmets, and goggles for
emergency medical service crews. Due to a nationwide
increase in gun violence, the Northfield Fire-Rescue
Department and most Chicagoland departments have taken
steps toward increasing safety by providing this life-saving
equipment for paramedics and emergency crews, who are
consistently called to unpredictable and potentially volatile
encounters.

Summer Vehicle and Home Burglary
Studies continue to show that as outdoor temperatures
increase, the number of burglaries to homes and vehicles
also increases- by as much as 12%. Vehicle burglary can
often be prevented by taking simple steps including
locking car doors and keeping valuables out of view. You
can reduce the likelihood of a home burglary while away
on vacation by participating in the Police Department’s
House Watch program, locking all windows and doors,
and asking a trusted
friend or neighbor to stop
by your home regularly.
If you discover that you
have been a victim of a
burglary, do not touch
anything and immediately
call the police.
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Contract Awarded for Sidewalk Improvement
The Village was awarded a $201,000 Invest in Cook grant
by the Cook County Department of Transportation and
Highways to complete the gap in the sidewalk on the east
side of Waukegan Road from the College of American
Pathologists to Winnetka Road. The Village received bids to
complete the project and the contract was awarded at the
June Village Board meeting. The contractor plans to begin
construction in mid-July and finish in the fall, with landscape
restoration work to follow immediately after.
Filling this sidewalk gap was addressed as a goal in the Village’s
1999 Vision Plan, but has been cost-prohibitive until this grant
funding became available. This sidewalk will fill a major gap in
the Village’s critical pedestrian infrastructure, and will provide
safe access to the adjacent PACE route 422.

Work on Jeffrey and Thackeray
The Village continues to coordinate with IDOT on the
installation of a new storm sewer on Jeffrey Lane to further
address flooding in the area. In addition, design has
commenced for a new water main on Thackeray to replace
a main that is beyond its useful service life. Both Jeffrey and
Thackeray Lanes are scheduled to be repaved in the spring
after the projects are constructed.
Televising Sewers
The Village is in the process of cleaning and closed-circuit
televising three miles of sanitary and storm sewers. This is
done every few years to identify lines that are in need of repair.
This helps the Village proactively repair and slipline before
pipes become damaged past the point of repair.
Final Phase of LED Conversions Underway
The Village is updating all facilities to LED lighting technologythe last of a four-phase project years in the making. This final
phase includes switching out lighting at the Village’s water
reservoir, outdoor lights at Village Hall, and indoor and outdoor
lights at the Fire-Rescue/Public Works facility. The Village will
receive a rebate for over $10,000 in project costs from ComEd,
bringing the project well below budget.
The new fixtures will consume approximately 66% less
energy than the current fixtures, which supports the Village’s
commitment to use energy efficiently and reduce energy
consumption. In addition to saving energy, the new fixtures
will provide sizeable time and financial savings on fixture
maintenance and bulb replacement.
Construction Season
As they say, there are two seasons in Chicagoland… winter and
construction! The construction season is underway and there
are a lot of exciting projects planned for Northfield. To keep
you informed of projects throughout the Village, we provide
updates on www.northfieldil.org/construction.

The new sidewalk segment will provide access to PACE route 422
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While we try to keep residents informed on all projects
occurring in Northfield, not all
roadways fall within the Village’s
jurisdiction. During construction
there will be times when traffic
is impacted and motorists are
encouraged to use alternate
routes and to plan accordingly.
We greatly appreciate your
patience and apologize for any
inconvenience.
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Arbor Day Celebration
Winners of the 2018 Arbor
Day Poetry Contest are:
1st Place – Scarlett Subeck
2nd Place – Grady Welch
3rd Place – Ava Chadha

District 29’s fourth grade students, teachers, Superintendent
Dr. Edward Stange, Village President Joan Frazier, and
Village and Park District staff gathered at Sunset Ridge
School to celebrate Arbor Day and recognize the Village’s
recognition as a “Tree City” for 33 consecutive years.
President Frazier read an Arbor Day Proclamation and
Village Planner Linnea O’Neill described the attributes of the
Harvest Gold Linden as the students took turns shoveling
dirt to cover the roots of the tree. Events continued in the
auditorium where winners of the Arbor Day Poetry Contest
read their poems and received awards and prizes.

Village Receives Grant for Pollinator Garden

Northfield was recently awarded a ComEd Green Region
grant for a pollinator garden on the bank of the Middle
Fork of the North Branch of the Chicago River at the
intersection of Northfield Road and Winnetka Road. The
Village has been seeking to conserve and enhance this area
since the Village’s 1999 Vision Plan was adopted and was
again identified as a goal in the recently adopted Northfield
Road Corridor Plan.
This project will include
the removal of the invasive
species and planting
of native varieties that
are specifically selected
to attract at-risk native
pollinators and survive
occasional flooding when
the river rises after a
heavy rain.

Congratulations to all the
poetry winners and special
thanks to all those who
participated!

Recycle Your Hazardous Waste

Waste Management’s At Your Door Special Collection
provides residents with a FREE service to remove the
sometimes hazardous and hard-to-recycle items that
almost every household accumulates. Waste Management
focuses on environmental sustainability and makes it easy
for residents to dispose of these items by collecting the
materials at your door– safely, easily, and responsibly.
The At Your Door Special Collection service is focused
on the collection of home generated special materials,
formerly called “Household Hazardous Waste”. These
materials include automotive products, home cleaners,
garden chemicals, electronics, and paint products.
This program is not your usual household generated special
material program, because this it is focused on recycling as
much of the materials collected as possible. Learn more about
the program by visiting www.wmatyourdoor.com. You can
schedule an At Your Door pickup by calling (800) 449-7587.

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Frank Bender Jewelers
Frank Bender was 17 years old in 1947 when he took a job
as an errand boy for a jeweler in Chicago. He befriended
the owner and worked as his apprentice for three years,
learning how to set diamonds, design and manufacture
jewelry, and run a successful company.
In 1956 he opened a repair business in
the heart of the Chicago jewelry district.
Referrals from respected members of
the industry brought him numerous
clients and he quickly became a “master
craftsman.” Nine years later, Frank
Bender Jewelers introduced retail sales,
while continuing to focus on repair work.
As Frank built his business, the
time necessary to run it increased
tremendously. Like many parents
working long hours, Frank worked hard to find a balance
between commuting, working, and spending time with his
wife Mona and their children.
His son-in-law Eddie eventually joined the business and
the two of them spent hours commuting to and from work
together. In 1978, a friend asked Frank to check out a retail
space for rent in Northfield. After the 15-minute ride from his
home to the shop, he exclaimed, “Let’s do it!” and he and
Eddie moved the business out of the City and into Northfield.
In the wake of Eddie’s sudden death in 2006, Frank’s
daughter, Caryn, stepped in and joined the business. Caryn
has become a fixture at the shop, and according to Frank,
the business wouldn’t exist today if it weren’t for her.

This July, Frank will celebrate 40 years serving the
Northfield community. He feels a deep connection and
sense of warmth and gratitude to the people of Northfield.
Frank and Mona raised four children and paid for their
retirement through the revolving door
of Frank Bender Jewelers.
Frank says that his goal was never to be
the biggest retailer in the area, just the
most reputable one. He prides himself
not only on his craftsmanship and artistry,
but on the trusting relationships he has
built with customers and friends. He said,
“We take pride in everything we do. We
offer a personal approach because
much of our work is done by hand.
I’ll never refuse a customer’s request
for a repair- I’ve fixed everything
from eye glasses to art work, and
even set diamonds in dentures! You
just never know what someone will
bring in.”
After 71 years in the jewelry
industry, Frank now works part-time. If you stop into the
shop, there is a good chance that you will see him and
one or two of his children or grandchildren helping out or
visiting. Aside from his successful business, Frank says his
biggest pride is his beloved family. His children will live
out his and Mona’s legacy – not only by carrying on the
family business, but by embodying their sense of passion,
work ethic, and love for the Northfield community

Frank Bender Jewelers offers full-service jewelry and watch repair, appraisals, custom design, and more. Visit them at 316 North Happ Road.

NEW BUSINESS: Marlas Brown Bag Lunch Cafe
Marlas Brown Bag Lunch Café recently opened at 540 Frontage Road, Ste. 2305 to serve the public, as well as
employees and visitors of the Willow Hill Executive Center. They offer a lunch menu of freshly made sandwiches,
paninis, salads, wraps, and breakfast items. The Café grew from Marlas Lunch, a long-standing professional school
lunch management service that serves healthy lunches to more than 25 schools across Chicagoland. They offer
catering, healthy options including gluten free and vegetarian, locally sourced foods, and great service! Call (312)
504-6647 for delivery or to order pick-up, or dine in their café Monday through Friday, 11:00 AM-2:00 PM.
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Summer Concert Schedule
5:30-6:30PM
Entertainment

7:00-8:30PM
Concert

July 11

Touch a Truck 4-6PM
with Northfield Police, Fire & Public Works

Dick Holliday & the Bamboo Gang
rock, funk & reggae

Taco Nano

July 18

Yoga & Music
with North Shore Yoga & Aaron Dorfman

Big Time Wookie
jam rock

Hofherr Meat Co.

July 25

Miss Jamie’s Farm
children’s show

The Exceptions
R&B, rock & soul

Sweet Time
Cafe

August 1

Sid & Hala
acoustic country duo

Chris Casello Trio
rockabilly

Taco Nano

August 8

Jeanie B!
children’s show

Juke Box Band
request all your favorites

Hofherr Meat Co.

August 15

Yoga & Music
with North Shore Yoga & Aaron Dorfman

Rollover
blues & rock

Stacked & Folded

5:00-8:00PM
Food

Thank you to the Village of Northfield for their support of the concerts in the park!

Northfield Park District
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Community News
Winnetka-Northfield Sidewalk Sale
The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber Sidewalk Sale is the North
Shore’s most well-known and well-attended sidewalk sale. The
sale offers incredible deals on merchandise from our distinctive
local retailers! Plan to shop in Northfield Wednesday, July 11th
through Saturday, July 14th, and shop Winnetka on Friday,
July 13th and Saturday, July 14th. Area merchants will set
up on the sidewalks along with a number of hand-selected,
specialty vendors. Along with specialty merchandise, shoppers
can browse food vendors, charity organizations, and other
professional services as they enjoy the day.

Save the Date for the State Fair!
The Northfield State Fair will be held Saturday, September 8th
at Clarkson Park. This Northfield tradition includes live music,
Rib Fest and pie baking contests, expanded concessions, kid’s
activities, and a fireworks show to end the evening! There will
be live music from 2:30-11:00 PM. View a complete schedule
of events at www.northfieldparkdistrict.org.

Shop Locally at the Farmer’s Market!

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Calendar of Events
2
3
4
9
17
17

21
21
23

July

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

August

Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board

7:00 PM
CANCELLED
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM

The
Northfield
Park
District’s new weekday
Market & Music puts fresh
and seasonal eating just
steps from your home.
The Farmers’ Market is
conveniently
located
at Clarkson Park every
Wednesday from 3-7:00
PM. Visit the Market throughout the summer for a variety
of locally-grown produce, plants, baked goods, cheeses,
specialty foods, and unique products from artisans. Don’t
forget to pamper your pets with some special treats!
Experience the satisfaction of supporting family farms and
other local vendors.
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